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PREFACE. 


T. I/E following concifc Iiiftory of a 
1 c'oj'le, w ho, for jome time, made no iii- 
conlidoraijlc fgiire in Iliiulollan, after a 
delay of many yeara, at length pre- 
leiitcd to the world, at a period when the 
paliions and interelis of men being no lon- 
ger concerned in any of the events of 
whicli it treats, it may poflibly meet with 
a more impartial and indulgent reception, 
than it might otherwife have been fuppofed 
entitled to. 

But, as fume particulars contained in it 
have been the fubjed of much acrimoni- 
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ous difcuffion, both in England and In 
India, it may not be improper that the 
writer (hould previoufly ftate the circum- 
ftances which, by poffeffing him of the ma- 
terials, firft led him at all to think of fuch 
a compofiuon, as this may ferve to con- 
vince the candid reader, that, in venturing 
to obtrude this little produdion upon his 
attention, he is not aduated by any finifter 
views, nor by that fpirit of party, which, 
unhappily, but too much prevails, even 
^n matters where it ought lead to be met 
with, and where it is mod prejudicial to 
the advancement of truth and knowledge; 
and, in doing this, he will endeavour 
to (hun, as much as poffible, unneceffary 
cgotifm, although it mud unavoidaly com- 
pel him to touch upon fubjeds which 
would otherwife be altogether foreign 
and improper. 


Soon 
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Soon after the author’s firft appointment 
into the India Company’s fervicc (about 
fifteen years ago) he applied himfelf, 
with fome afliduity, to the ftudy of the 
oriental languages, particularly of that 
grand medium of all correfpondence and 
negotiation in India, the Perjiari', about 
three years after, he had the honour to be 
called upon by the officer then command- 
ing that portion of the Bengal army 
which was on the field ftation, (who is 
now in England) for his afliftance in that 
particular department, for which he had 
by this time qualified himfelf, to wit, 
tranjlaU(>n and country correfpondence : Here, 
as a new Held of invefligation and inquiry 
was opened to him, in the probability that 
he might, in the courfe of his duty, have 
the management of political bufinefs fre- 
quently committed to his charge, he was 
anxious to acquire fuch a degree of know- 
A 3 ledge 
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ledge of the hiftory and connexions of the 
neighbouring ftates, as might enable him 
to execute matters of that kind in a man- 
ner worthy of fo important a truft. — It 
was, at the fame time, his fortune to 
meet with a perfbn of fome confequence, 
who was an Afgan, then aXing on the 
part of the Rohilla Chief Fyzoola Khan, 
in a confidential capacity ; and from this 
perfon he procured, (among a number of 
other valuaole pajver?,) a Perfian manu- 
feript, ccnitainiiig a complcat relation ot 
the whole Rohii'Ia fiory, from the firfi: 
foundation of thtlr power, to the battle of 
Cuttcrali, fought between the Rohillas 
and tlic Allied army of tlie Company’s 
and \’lfir;r’.'> troops, on the 23d of April, 
1774, which, hy the defeat of the former, 
put an end at once to their government and 
indepcndancc. 


Pregnant 
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Pregnant a$ this appeared to he with 
many Angularly Ariking and intereAing 
events, the then recent tranfadtions had, 
moreover, rendered it an obje£l of parti- 
cular curiofity, and thefe confiderations 
alone were fufficient to induce the writer 
to employ his firft lellure hours in arrang- 
ing and turning it into Englifh : this de- 
termination he forthwith proceeded to ex- 
ecute, and, about ten years ago tranflated 
the following narrative, in a form and fub- 
flance little dlifcrcnt from that in which* 
with becoming diffidence, he now fubmits 
it to the public eye. 

With rcfpccl to the motives which in- 
duced the writer fo long to withhold this 
compilation, before he would hazard to 
commit it to the judgement of the world, 
he will not offer to encroach upon the pa- 
tience of his readers, by mentioning tha 
A 4 common- 
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ommon -place topics lb often ufed by 
aany before him, fuch as, that ** the 
* work was originally written with no 
“ other view than merely the amufement 
“ of a few friends,” and fo forth ; decla- 
rations, which are commonly as infuffi- 
cient to cover the vanity of an author, as 
to impofe upon the penetration of others : 
— In truth, he always regarded the mat- 
ter contained in this little trafl as by no 
means unworthy of being made known ; 
but y^t, in a point of fuch moment, he 
wilhed not to a£l with a ralhnefs of which 
he might afterwards have fufficient occa- 
lion to repent : nor was he, indeed, lefs 
deterred by an apprehenfion that, were it 
to come forth at a period when the conteft 
of oppofite factions, refpciling the affairs 
of India, had agitated men’s minds to an 
uncommon degree of animofity, or whilil: 
the dccilion of the Legiflature upon the 

nioff 
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moft intcrcfting part of its fubjcdl wis 
yet pending, it might have been rcgjardcd 
as a frivolous Farrago, vamped up mere- 
ly to ferve the purpofe of the hour; and, 
as fuch, have drawn upon its author fuf- 
picions, which, he trufts, cannot, with any 
fupport of probability, be Imputed to him 
at prelent. 

The particular reafons which were, for 
fo conliderable a period, obftrutfllve to his 
wilhesand intentions have at length ceafed 
to exift : — Tljofe events of the following 
ftory in which the KngliJJj were any way 
concerned have been fully canvafled before 
the highcll human tribunal ; and a judge- 
ment from which there lies no appeal 
feems to have been already palfed upon it. 
— Neither are the dirTerent parties wlio 
were principally interefted in its difculfion 
now any longer in a fituatlon to excite the 

hopes 
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hopes of partizans, or the apprehenfions 
^ opponents ; fo that the writer of this 
%tle tra£l prefumes he may ftand fairly ac- 
quitted of any undue bias in the production 

of it. 

But, whilft folemnly difavowing any 
interefl: whatfoever in the views either of 
parties or of individuals in this publication, 
yet will he venture to confefs that he is 
not altogether indiltcrent in tlie motives 
which have led him to it ! Concerned for 
the honour of his country, and anxious for 
the reputation of a fervice in which he 
has fpent the flower of his life, he would 
willingly, if poflible, remove even in' a 
fingle inflance, fome part of that horrid 
odium which has of late years, for wljat- 
ever purpofe, been fo fcduloufly excited 
againft thofe devoted men who, at the ex- 
pcnce of all the moft comfortable enjoy- 


ments 
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meiits of exiftcnce, are rendering the pub- 
lic no uniojportant nor unmeritorious 
(though certainly very ibanklefs) ferviccs 
in India. 

Here, perhaps, the writer might be 
tempted to enlarge lomcwhat beyond the 
bounds which the confined nature of liis 
fubjeft prcfcrlbcs to him, were it not 
that, in fuch a difcuflion it would l>e 
fcarccly poliible to avoid animadverfions 
which, in the eyes of fome, would bear the 
conftruclion of finiftcr deiign or of per- 
fonal invcclivc, rather than of the fober 
invcfiigation of truth. — Much ahJlratUd 
reafoning, indeed, might be advanced on 
the abfurd mpr'.hdnlily of the very grofs 
and unlvcrfal depravity, winch has been 
declared to contaminate the minds of our 
countrymen in that department of the 
empire, where tliev have been depifted. 


not 
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not in the charafters of meiit but of fa-' 
vages more fell than the tyg.ers of the re- 
gion in which they relide. But, in a cafe 
of general prepofl'eflions, derived, in many 
inftances, from fources which ought always 
to deferve to be regarded as of the higheft 
authority, it is neceflary that time (hould 
be allowed for the force of immediate in- 
terefts to be weakened, and the virulence 
of contending parties to fubfide, ere it can 
be fuppofed that the admonitions of 
fober, unimpaffioned reafon Ihould have 
any operation in their cure. — He will, 
therefore, only touch upon this matter 
at a diftance, and merely fo far as re- 
fpe£ts thofe operations of the Englifh 
which form a part of the fubjeft of this 
narrative. 

Of all the events which have been made 
ufe of for the purpofes of crimination 

agninft 
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againft the fervants of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, none have made a greater figure, 
cither in the national proceedings, or in 
the perllhablc publications of the day, than 
the Roh'illa M'ar, and various efforts have 
been made to paint both the conduft and 
the confequences of it in the moft horrible 
colours. 

When, in the perufal of hiftory, we read 
of ‘whok nations being extirpated by the 
Goths, or rooted out by the Vandals, wc 
picture to ourfelves a country invaded by a 
band of fierce and favage conquerors, who 
purfuc tlic haplefs inhabitants with indil^ 
criminate maflacre, carry off the few they 
fpare from the fword into perpetual captivi- 
ty, and proceed in their deftrudive career, 
until the whole territory exhibits nothing 
J)ut a dreary, fiient wafie! 


Similar 
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Similar to this is the opiniofi whiclt, 
(from the force and extent of the expref- 
fions that have , been applied to it) have 
been, by many, conceived of the conqueft 
of Rohilcund. 

God forbid that BritiJIj troops (hould ever 
be employed in afls of fuch detcftable 
atrocity ! — With rcfpcel to thofe in par- 
ticular who effeded that revolution, it may 
with confidence be affirmed, tJiat, however 
high tlieir fenfc of fubordination, however 
ready at all times to obey the moft perilous 
orders of their fuperiors, had fuch a Icrvice 
been allotted to them, they would have 
turned from it with abhorrence ! 

To confute afperfions fo cruelly Injurious 
to thefe gallant men is, it mull be owned, 
pne, and that not the leall, of the author’s 
aims; an aim which, when guided by 

iruthy 
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truths he conceives to be neither blameablc 
nor diihonourablc. — He means not, how- 
ever, to call in the aWl»of argument for 
this purpole : the fticis follow, and will 
fpcak for thcmfelves : neither is it his 
bulincTs or his i'jtention to enter into any 
clIlcuHion of tlic principles upon which 
this celebrated expedition was undertaken, 
as this point mull be referred to a judge- 
ment to be formed upon the fame grounds: 
if they were ivrong, nothing lie could here 
advance would fuffice to jollify them ; if 
right, it is not in his power to arraign 
them. 

Having premlfed thus much with relpe£b 
to the circumftances which originally led 
to this compilation, and the motives for 
the prefent produdion of it, it may not 
be improper to fubjoin a few oblervations 
upon the work itfclf. 

The 
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The difficulty of coliefling materials 
capable of forming* a regular, connefled, 
and authentic illlaU cf eivents in the 
northern parts of Hindoftan within the 
laft century, muft be well known to all 
who have ever made fuch an inquiry the 
objeft of their purfuit : the unlverfal de- 
cline of learning in the empire within that 
period^ has affedled bijiory in particular; 
in the few crude produfllons of this kind 
which are to be found, the dates of the 
moft important events are generally mlf- 
placed, and often entirely omitted ; and it 
frequently happens that no two authors, 
in the relation of the moft momentous and 
intcrefting faffs, exafbly coincided in the 
points of place and circumftance : — the 
writer is therefore fenfible that his work 
xnuft contain (bme anachronifms, and per- 
haps, in a few places, deviations from 
the relations of others*! the former of 

fheie 
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thefc he lias as much as poffible ftudied to 
avoid or rcftify ; and^with rcfpe£l to the 
latter y none |^at able to difeo- 

ver appear of any manner of moment ; 
indeed, he has been the lefs folicitous upon 
this head, as he depends much upon the 
authority of the perfon under whofe m- 
fpedion (as he has before intimated) the 
Perfian manufeript, wliich forms the chief 
ground of the woik, was drawn up ; whofe 
knowledge of the fubjetl mull be natu* 
rally fuppofed to be accurate and extenfive, 
as he was a Rchillay a confidential fervant 
of one of their chiefs, and had himfelf 
been pcrfonally engaged in many of the 
events related in it. 

The narrative is preceded by a ihort 
view of the actual flate of the diftrlcls of 
Hindoflan, fubjctfl to the MulTulman go- 
vernments, as they ftood at theperiod of the 
B important 
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important revolutions which have been 
efTcded by the unp^allelled fuccefs of the 
Englhh : this lksich^,¥|ill, probably, be 
regarded as very flight and imperfedt, con- 
fidering the magnitude of the fubjedl ; 
the writer, however, is encouraged to offer 
it, not only as it may tend in general to 
the illuftration of what follows, but alfo 
as it may ferve to obviate certain mlfcon- 
ceptions which have been, with vafl la- 
bour and ingenuity, raifed in the minds of 
the public, and to evince with what pecu- 
liareafe political revolutions inaybebrought 
about in thofc countries, witliout inducing 
any of the dreadful confequcnccs which 
have been folcmnly pronounced (in a place 
and from an authority too high to be here 
mentioned) as the conflant and neceflary 
rcfult of them. 

An appendix is alfo given, containing 

copies 
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copies of fuch original papers as may 
ferve the more fully ^exhibit the leading 
circumftanc4lof rupture between 

our Ally the Vizier Suja*al Dowlah, and 
the Rohillas, as well as of the treaties of 
peace which put a period to the calamities 
thofe countries, both from their natural 
and political fituaiion, had for many years 
been fubjedt to. 

In the original draft of the work, it 
was termed a 7’ranjlation ; both as it was, 
in fad, in a great mcafure literally fo, 
(from the manufeript, as already mention- 
ed) and alfo, becaufc the writer thought 
he could thus heft cover its blcmiflies and 
imperfedions ; but, as in fome parts of it 
(tl.ufe, in particular, which treat of fuch 
proceedings of the Englilh government 
as were any way conneded with it) he has 
necelTanly had recourfe to other fources of 
B 2 infor- 
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information, fo he has thought it moft 
fuitable to drop thit appellation, and to 
fend it forth undifer itM‘»titl<ilof what it 
really is, a Hijiary or Hijiorical Relation^ 
where all the incidents are combined in 
their natural connexion with and depen- 
dance upon each other. 

After having faid fo much, it would be 
unpardonable to trelpafs farther upon the 
patience of the reader ; yet may the writer 
be permitted to add that, if in this little 
publication he (hould appear to have at- 
tempted beyond his ftrength, — if in ad- 
dition to the fcveral defe«fls he is confeious 
it contains, the fuperior penetration of 
others /hould chance to difeover fill more, 
he neverthelcfs hopes that every reafonable 
allowance will be made for him ; tire mag- 
nitude and importance of a laborious un- 
dertaking, in which he is at prefent enga- 
ged 
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ged, has afforded him but little Icifure for 
revifal and correSiion, and none for the ftudy 
of harmony of langirage, or elegance of 
ftyle, were 4ic «vwn difpofod to imagine 
that his efforts in this refped could be at- 
tended with fuccefs to exc^/, therefore, 
has not been fo much his aim as to iaform ; 
and it is to be prefumed that, in the eye 
of the candid and the judicious, fome 
little credit will be given to the intention^ 
even though he foould be fo unfortunate as 
in any manner to fail in the execution of 
it. 


Some paffages in the following narrative 
muft be interefting to every Englifti reader, 
and, however fhort its period or confined 
the feene of its tranfadions, yet it may 
perhaps be found, by fuch as are defirous 
of drawing their conclufions from plain 
faSij rather than from vague ajferiiofif not 

B 3 to 
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to be altogether deditute of uieful and en- 
tertaining matter ; neither can the hiftory 
of a government which underwent the 
whole progreffive feries oi rife, independance^ 
dijfolution, within the little fpace of 
^hirty-fve years, be held unworthy the at- 
tention of thofe who, abftra£ted from any 
narrow interefts or partialities, may be de- 
lirous of deriving amufement and inftruc- 
tion, from a review of the unprofitable 
toils and tranfitory viciffitudes of Human 
Life. 


A SHORT 
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SHORT VIEW 

or THE state OT the 

Provinces of HINDOSTAN, 
subject to the 
MUSSULMAN GOVERNMENTS; 

WITH RESnCT TO THE 

Relative Situation of their Inhabitants* 


In order to give a more clear and diftind 
conception of this fubjed, it may be ne- 
ceflary to premife, by taking a curfory 
rctrofped to the circumftances, which, 
through a variety of revolutions elFedcd 
in the courfe of many centuries, have led 
to tlic modern and very fingular ftate of 
thofe diftrids which arc termed the Muf- 
fulman Provinces in India. 

B 4 
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In a country of fuch vaft extent as Hin- 
dojiatiy famous from the eatlieft ages for 
the richnefs of its produftior.s, the falu- 
brity of its climate, and the fertility of its 
foil, it is to be fuppofed that there are re- 
lidents of all completions, and of every re- 
ligious perfuafion : There are, however, 
only two defcriptions to be confidered as 
forming the grand charatcriftic diftinc- 
tions under which the inhabitants, in ge- 
neral, may be arranged ; the Hindoos and 
xhtMuJfulmanSy ox Mahommedans : Of thefe, 
the former are the Aborigines, and the lat- 
ter the defcendants of the profelytes from 
the Hindoo religion, or of thole Arabs, 
Verfians, and Tartars, who, in the couile 
of the laft eight hundred years, have fpread 
themfelvcs over the face of tliis extenfive 
region. 

The hirtories of the Hindoos trace back 
the annals of an independant lyftematic 
iorm of government and Icglflation over 
the greateft part of this Immenfe fpace to 
a period far beyond the date of European 

chronology, 
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chronology, and pourtray a people fiouriih- 
ing ill all the fuperiority of civilized life, 
at a time when \\c fiippofe the reft of man* 
kind to have been funk (with very few ex- 
ceptions) into the moft abjefl barbarifm. 
Brave, a<ftive, pulilhed, and induferious, 
the Hindoos, in th«ir original ftate, appear 
to have been no wife detticient in the qua- 
lities necefl'ary to the defence of their wide- 
ly-extended territories, againft the incur- 
lions of the various wild and favage na- 
tions by whom they were furrounded ; 
and, if we are to credit their accounts, and 
the more unqucllionable tellimony of the 
ft mains t)f antiquity which are every were 
tol)cft>und, tlicy enjoyed, for many ages, 
under a JiiiKl and fimple form of govern- 
ment, founded oti a religion whole very 
efilncc I'ccms to be benevolence and an ab- 
horrence of blood, a degree of happinefs, 
the extent and duration of which is not to 
be equalled in the hiftory of any other por- 
tion of the human race. 

Had no events taken place calculated 

to 
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to cfFeft important revolutions as well in 
the manners of a great part of mankind 
as in the fate of many empires ; had the 
barbarous hords around this happy region 
never been adluated by any more forcible 
impulfe than fuch as the hopes of plunder 
might infpire ; it is probable that feveral 
centuries might have been added to the 
felicity and independence of the Hindoos : 
time, however, and the concurrence of 
circumftances, have wrought a great change 
both in the political lituatlon and pcrfonal 
charadler of this people, in many of the 
richeft and mod cxtenlive provinces of their 
ancient dominion. 

The impoflor of Mecca had eflablilhed, 
as one of the primary principles of his 
dodrliie, the merit of extending it, either 
by perfuafion or the fword, to all parts of 
the earth. This Injundion his followers 
fo ileadily adhered to, and fo earnefl.1); 
purfued, that in kls than three centuries 
after its firO- propagation, a large part of 
Europe, Alia, and Africa, was feen to em- 
brace 



s 


A SHORT VIEW, &C. 

brace or fubmit to the law of the pro- 
“ phet and, among the reft, the nor- 
thern provinces of Hindoftan, which had 
lb long flourilhcd in tranquil fecurity, were 
at length overwhelmed by armies of fierce 
and hardy adventurers, whofe only im- 
provements had been in the fcicnce of de- 
ftruftion, who added the fury of tanaticifm 
to the ravages of war, and whom a firm 
belief in the rewards which, they were 
taught to cxpe<n, awaited all who Ihould 
be fo fortunate as to die in the promulga- 
tion of thefaithy infpired with an energy 
which nothing could refift. Here, however, 
the great end of all their conquclls met 
with obllaclcs fuch as w'cre no where ellc 
oppofed to it ; and in India alone, the 
MufVulman iword, although it could over- 
throw governments and fubjugate king- 
doms, was incapable of gaining or of 
forcing profelytes in any proportion to the 
numbers who were fubdued : Multitudes 
were facriheed by the lavage hand of reli- 
gious perfccution, and whole countries 
were deluged in blood, in the vain hope 

that. 
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that, by the deftru£tion of a part, the re- 
mainder might be perfuaded or terrified into 
the profeflion of Mahommcdanifin : the 
nature of the Hindoo religion held forth 
invincible obftaclcs to their views : original 
in its nature, and abfolute in its decrees, 
its precepts induce a total feclufion from 
the reft of mankind ; and this feclufive 
principle extends not only to the whole 
of the Hindoos, with refpedt to the reft 
of the w'orld, but alio to every cq/1 or clafi 
of th'ofe with refpedl to every other caji : — 
it neither admits converts from other fyf- 
tems, nor allows of the fmalleft even iem- 
forarv deviation from its own ; infomuch 
that, if a Hindoo be difeovered to have 
ever eaten or ('rani-, or to have afloclated in 
thefe afts with others, contrary to the rules 
prelci Ibrid to him by his religion (whether 
voluntarily, or by compuUion) he for- 
feits his Cast,” — that is to fay, hp be- 
comes utterly banlfhcd from fociety, 'is 
confidered by his friends and relations as 
dead, and is thencefortli proferibed as an 
alien, with whom no communication can 

legally 
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legally be held ; hence every tie which can 
lay hold upon the heart of man, every en- 
joyment which conilitutes his chief delight, 
are the pledgcb of a I lindoo’s pcrfeverance 
in the taltli ot his anccllors. — The Muf* 
lulman Princes and (iencr.ils wfio firft Tuc- 
eceded in thJr attacks upon Hindoftan 
foon perceived th.c futility of lho:c ian- 
guiiiary efforts, which inigh.t extirpate, 
but could fcldom ccnvcrl. a people whom 
neither tt I ror nor intrenty cotild tempt to 
defeit a fvffcni upon their adherence to 
which their whole haj^pinefs was thus 
made to depend ; they therefore determined 
to rclinquilh the impr;idlical)le ideas with 
which they had, at I'lrff:, entered upon their 
f artcr ; and Irom that period to the prclent 
time an unitcrlal toleration leems (with 
feW' cxce[)ti()ns) to have been the marking 
charaiteriffick of the Muflulman rules 
throughout India. 

All the countries of Hindoftan, from 
the Indus to the Gunges, were in courfc 
of time fubdned by the MulTulman arms ; 

they 
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they afterwards extended their conquefts to 
the eaftward and fouthward ; all the ter- 
ritories on each fide of the laft-mentioned 
river (as far as the Cummoiv mountains) 
Bahar Bengal, the Decan and the Car- 
natlck, fucceflively fell under the Ma- 
hommedans, who fettled in the countries 
they had thus acquired, governing them 
(for the moft part) in the name and under 
the authority of the Emperor at Delhi, 
who W'as recognized as Lord Paramount 
over the whole ; Many other provinces 
which never were a£lually fubdued, were 
fuffered to retain their ancient laws and 
form of Government, under their own 
hereditary chiefs, or Rajahs, thefe acknow- 
ledging fealty to the Muflulman court at 
Delhi, and paying tribute to its officers : 
— Some few, fecured by their infignlcance, 
or their inacccfiible fituation, {fill conti- 
nued to retain their former Independance. 

T1 ms the Emperors of Hlndollan held 
dominion, at one period, over a vafl Mo- 
narchy, confining of diftridts, provinces, 

and 



A SHORT VIEW, &C. 9 

and kingdoms, of ttvo different defcrip- 
tions : — The firft, thofe which, having 
been conc|uered by the Muflulmans, were 
more immediately and completely under 
iubjciflion ; being prote£led and held hi 
obedience by IMiiflulman armies ; having 
Courts of Juflicv clfablilhed in them upon 
the fame principles as in Perils and other 
Mal.ommcdan countries, in which all 
c.iules were judged and decided by the 
fiandard ol Mullulmati jurifprudence ; and 
governed by Royal deputies or 
whole occalional appointments took place 

at Delhi : 'I'hc Iccond, thole, W'hicii 

never liaving been completely lubjugated, 
liill retained their ancient laws and ulages, 
and were g; « \ rned by Rajabsy fucctcding 
each other, in general, according to lineal 
de-lccnt ; but, liable to ejefiment upon any 
lalluie, cltlrer in the payment of their fli- 
pulatcd tribute, or the furnifhlng of mi- 
litary aid when required, holding their 
lands, in tact, by a lort of Jeudul vnjfalage, 

A fyflem lo unwieldy from its extent, 

and 
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and compofed of fuch heterogeneous parts, 
could not long be prelerved entire ; and ac- 
cordingly, the hiftory of Hindoftan, for the 
laft five hundred years, exhibits little elfe 
than a continued feriesof rebellions and in- 
furre£tions, and reiterated efforts on the part 
of the fupreme government to quell them. 
The vigorous adminiftration of a long line 
of able princes held it, indeed, for fomc 
time, undiminiihed; but a few weak reigns 
undid the work of ages ; and during the 
decline of tlic houfc of Timour, within 
the lafl: century, tlsis immenfe fabrick ffll 
rapidly to ruin : Province after province 
feceded from their obedience, and the ex- 
tent of the imperial authority was gradu- 
ally circumferibed, until at length there 
remained to the dclcendants of that illuf- 
trious family nothing more than a wretch- 
ed remnant of territory immediately around 
the capital, and a ftill univcrfiilly acknow- 
ledged title to royalty expreffed by ineffi- 
cient declarations of fubjeft ion and attach- 
ment, which, like the ruins of feme flately 

pile. 
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pile, fcrves only to point out the fplcndor 
it was 0{ice poifeded of. 

In the difmcmbernientof this unwieldy 
empire, little alteration was made in the 
interior government or policy of each parti- 
cular province • — the Neivabs neglefledto 
remit their revenues to the royal treafury, 
and the Rajahs witlield their tribute, or re- 
nounced their obedience, the countries of 
each remaining, rclpedtivcly, under the 
fame laws, and fubjed to the fame modes 
of public adminiftration as before; except- 
ing only that every chief, as he threw off 
his allegiance, (in fact if notin terms,) In- 
flead of depending any longer upon the 
appointment of the Court, afl'umed to 
himftlf the right of eftablifliing the fuc* 
ceffion to the dominion of his territory in 
his own family : each fucceflbr endeavour- 
ing, however, to give oflenfiblc validity to 
his claim, by procuring Firmans or com- 
mifiions from the Emperor, to whom all 
ftill continued to acknowledge fealty, and 
C to 
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to allow the barren privilege of beftowing 
nominal honours and marks of diflindtion. 

Thus, the empire of Hindoftan became, 
and has from that period confifted of, a 

number of kingdoms, provinces, and di- 
ftridls, totally independent of each other, 
or of any fupreme head, and of two diftindt 
defcriptions or denominations, Hindoo and 
Mujfuhnan. 

% 

Of the former of thefe wc forbear to 
fpcak", as this view is meant to be confined 
folely to thofe provinces which, on the ge- 
neral defedlion, remained, as before, under 
the dominion of the Muflulmans ; and 
this, although it particularly points at the 
territories ufurped by the Rohilla Afgans, 
may neverthlefs be confidered as equally 
applying to all other provinces of the fame 
clafs. 

The Hindoos in thefe diflrldts, although 
they have loft much of their prifline pu- 
rity and fimplicityof manueis, do yet ftill 

retain 
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retain the Aronged, marks of an original 
character. — Their climate, their food, and 
the delicate conformation of their bodies 
Concur to render them loft and effeminate; 
and the fingular cafe with which the earth 
yields all her productions contributes to 
cherifh the natural indolence of their 
difpofitions. — They arc brave, but their 
C(»urage requires an impulfe to fpur them 
on to aClioii, which Icldom offers where 
all the rcwaids of mUltary exertion are mo- 
nopolized I)y others : they are naturally 
avaricious ; hut the total infecurity of 
property, whilft at the mercy of unprinci- 
pled and rapacious tyrants, in general, 
cither coniiderahly checks this pallion by 
difeouraging its end, or prevents its aflum- 
ing any ottier fhape than that of apparent 
penury, covering the mofl fee ret and moft 
fordid accumulation : — hence, they arc 
little delirous of improving their fituation 
or increafing their pofleffions by any of the 
bolder or more dangerous purfuits of am- 
bition : — that abafement of mind which 
is the neceflary confequence of a long ftate 
C 2 of 
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of fiavifli fubjeftian, fcems wholly to have 
fupprefi'pd the energy of Ipiiit neceflary to 
the- undertaking of great and daring ac- 
tions ; and whijft tl>e inhabitants of thofe 
Hindoo dates wliich, in the courfe of va-* 
vious revolutions, have prelerved or reco- 
vered tlieir original independence, are en- 
terpribng and adlivc, thele, although acute 
and Ingenious, are yet frigid and 4nert. 
Thefe imperfedlions do not prevent them, 
however, from being as indudrious as the 
nature of the arts they purfue or the foil 
they cultivate renders neceflary, at the 
fame time that thev make them the more 
eafily governed ; and they are accordingly 
uniformly fubmiflivc and obedient. 

From this it will appear that their in- 
clinations and imbecilities lead them iir 
general to prefer and purfue the quieter 
and more -peaceable occupations of life; 
and, excepting the calf of Kyettries, who 
arc foldlcrs by birth or by the precepts of 
their religion, and who hire themfelvcs as 
mercenaries, IndifFercntly, to any power 

under 
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under which they ttn procure employment, 

. — tliey are almcft all either manut'a<flurers, 
or tillers of the ground. The few among 
them who acquire wealth, finding in 
crery their only Iccurity againll extortion, 
never have their property fo lituated as 
would give them any intereft in the fate 
of the country they inhabit ; and, with 
refpe£t to the remainder, if they be in- 
dulged in the unmolcfted cxcrcile of their 
religious ceremonies, and the current pro- 
vifion of a flendcr maintenance for their 
families, they little care under what go- 
vernment they live, or by mafters of what 
compleiflion they may be ruled : one let of 
conquerorsisdriven out by another, andtheir 
alTumed rights again ufurped by a third ; 
whilfl the Hindoos, whole country is the 
obje^b, and from whofe labour and inge- 
nuity that objedl derives its value, behold 
the conteft with an indifference of which 
thofe who have never had an opportunity 
of being acquainted with the utter apathy 
of their difpofitions can form no idea 
the-vi 61 ors, whoever they may be, find the 
C 3 fame 
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fame intereft in cherifliing and protefling 
thofe innocent and ufefuHubjedls as had the 
vanquifhed ; — thus the Hindoos, compa- 
ratively fpeaking, futfer but little in fucli 
convulfions ; and taking no part in the 
quarrel, are in a great meafure fereened 
from a participation in its confequences. 

The Mahommedans, greatly as they 
muft have accumulated in fb many ages, 
do yet bear an infinitely fmall proportion in 
point gf number to the Hindoos, among 
whom ftri£l: temperance, and early marri- 
age being indifpenlablc religious oblerv- 
ances, population (hoots uith a vigour 
unknown in any other climate of equal 
temperature. 

The purfuits of the Mahommedans, in 
general, differ very much from thofe of the 
Hindoos. — Excepting their prieds, law- 
yers, and other didindions of the learned 
and reclule, their views do almod univer- 
fally lie in the army or the court ; fome 
I fevv 
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few, indeed, of the very loweft fort are 
traders or mcchaoicks, mauufaflurcrs or 
labourers. 

The only Hindoos of any note are the 
Zimeendjrs or principal landholders, who 
are, l.owever, totally dependent upon their 
iMufl'uIman lords, and anlwcrablc to them 
for the amount of their rents, or for a 
fixed tribute at wl.lch they are aflifled, (be- 
fiJes being obliged to allill them with I'uch 
proportion in men or money as may be re- 
tjuired upon every emergency,)— fo that the 
whole of the revenues ultimately centers 
with the Mahommedans, who till all the 
important offices both in the army and in 
the other diilerent departments of the ftate, 
thereby reflrving the efficient pow'cr al- 
together in their own hands. 

Thus it appears that, in thefc provinces, 
the great body of the people is compofed 
of Hindoos^ who till the ground or carry 
on the manutadlurcs, and are invariably 
attached to tlie foil ; whllft the compara- 
C 4 lively 
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lively trifling number of Mahommedam 
hold the ftate in fubjeftiou, difpofe of its 
revenues, and are removable by every 
change in politicks or power. 

So long as the fuprerne government re- 
taineda vigour which wasimparted to all its 
fubordinate dependencies, the Hindoos in 
thefe provinces enjoyed, perhaps, as high 
a degree of happinefs and eafe as could be 
confiftent with a flate of abfolute vaffal- 
age.— Whilft the Houfe of Timour conti- 
nued to flourifli, the ear of the Emperor 
was always open to the complaints of the 
meaneH: of his fubjecls ; an unremitting 
vigilance was preferved over the conduit of 
all who were entrufted with authority ; 
and the fatal confequences of mifeonduit or 
malverfation were known (in the prompt 
decifions of abfolute power) to be equally 
rapid and unavoidable. Moreover, the 
Muffulmans were not, like other foreign- 
ers who vifit Hindoftan, mere temporary 
fojourners. Obtaining entry into, or domi- 
nion over, a territory, their firft defigns, 

originating 
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onginating in the bigotry of a mtftakea 
zeal, or the barbarous rapacity of defultory 
incurfion, were fuccceded by the milder 
and more equitable views of a permanent 
eftablifliment, I'ecured upon the principles 
of juftice and moderation, which alone 
could render their acquifitions capable of 
yielding them any lading advantage 
they feitkd in the country, and thus be- 
coming naturalized, had a certain intcreft 
in the (oil. — The dern and hardi features 
of the Mudulman charader infenfibly ac- 
quired I'omefoftcr tints from an afl'oeiation 
%vith the mild, forbearing, . and amiable 
temper of tlie Hindoos ; and a flrong and 
united fydem of adminidration afforded 
the latter protedion, at once, from domes- 
tic opprcllion and external injury. — This 
pleafing face of things has, however, long 
fince undergone a mod deplorable altera- 
tion : the power of one univerfal defpot 

being overthrown, a way was opened for 
the iiitolerableand uncontrouled licentiouf- 
nefs of numberlefs petty tyrants in the 
anarchy which increafed with the incrcaf- 

ing 
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ing weaknefs of the Imperial Court, the 
violent and unprincipled factions of con- 
tending nobles united to tread all order and 
fubordination under foot ; and the tumul- 
tuous diflradlious hereby engendered ex- 
tending to the mo/e didant provinces, dif- 
fufed their fatal eftccls whereloever the 
royal authority had reached, at the fame 
time that the licentioufnefs of manners 
which is the ufual attendant of civil dif- 
cord, Introduced, perhaps, no fmall change 
into the general chara<5ler and deportment 
of the MuQulmans about this period ; and 
thus, from the operation of a variety of 
caufes, they became equally dlflblute and 
rapacious. — In the rapid lapfe of revolu- 
tions, effefted lefs frequently by the man- 
date of the prince than by the dagger of the 
hired aflalfin, all who could obtain truft or 
command were anxious to feize the oppor- 
tunity for making the mod of fituatlons fo 
precarious : — as money was the life of every 
intrigue by which individuals hoped to 
rife to power or fereen themlelves from in- 
jury, lb no means, how'eyer nefarious, 

w'ere 
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were omitred to acquire it : all regard to 
the intereft of the country or the profpe- 
rity of its inhabitants was loft, where the 
verfitile fituation of affairs was occafioning 
a continual change of mafters : — aud the 
Muflbl-nan Government every where dege- 
nerated into a confirmed lyftem of the 
fnolTt profligate venality and tlie moft 
'abandoned peculation ; whilft the great 
4K>dy of the people, deftitute of any 
!ieffe(ftual patronage or protedion, became 
(by turns the prey of every upftart adven- 
turer, whofc circumftances or abilities ca- 
abltd him to afpirc at rule : and it w'as, 
doubtlcls, tlie fingular ftate of thefe coun- 
tries in the particulars we have deferibed, 
which could have alone preferved them 
from being altogether depopulated and laid 
wafte, in the progrefs of fuch a feene of 
contention and bloodfhed. 

Such was the adual ftate of tlicfc pro- 
vinces, when the folly and cruelty of 
Suj.ir-al-Do\vlah, in its confequences, 
formed a neceflity for the Englifli to ad 
an important and declfive part upon this 

tlieatrc:- 
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theatre fuch was the real ftate of the 
territory which had been wrefted from the 
Mogul government by the Rohilla Afgans, 
when the policy (whether juflifiable or 
otherwife) of fecuring the dominions and 
fupporting the caufe of our ally induced 
the Britllh government in Bengal to affift 
him in their expulfion. 

The dedu£l:ions to be drawn from thefe 
obfervations, fo far as they may apply to 
the matter contained in the following 
pages, *wc lhall leave to the judgement of 
the reader. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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1 

T HE writer h ns fludioufly endeavoured 
in the courfc of this work, as much as pof* 
iible to avoid the repetition of Oriental 
terms and phralcs in their original form, 
which local knowledge alone can render 
clear and familiar to the European reader, 
and to fubflitute fuch Englilh expreffious 
as bear the mod appofite fignifications to 
them. But, witli reipcvd to proper names 
and//ViVj, which fo frequently occur, and 
can neither be omitted nor altered, and of 
which it is in general very difficult 
to retain a diferiminating remembrance, 
he has followed a plan not heretofore 
adopted by any writer on thofe fub- 
jc«ds, and here begs leave to fubjoin a lid 
of the principal perfonages concerned or 
mentioned in the courfe of the following 
narrative, which may ferve as a table of 
occafional reference, in the perufal ofit. 

The 


*4 


adveetisement. 


The narrative begins re.rofpea 

The fuhftance of the hlflory is inct|(tfeef 
within the reigns of 


"1 Mogul Emperors of Hm- 
f doftan, and 


Kahuinmed Shah 
Ahmed Shah 
Allumgecr II. 

Shah Aulum, the prefent Emperor. 

, J K-hnra Vizicr undcr Mahummed Shahi 

Kummlr-ad-deen-Khan, N ii'cr “ 

Scidar Jung, Vizier under Ahmed Shah. 

,J TThnn Piime Miuiftcr under Ailumgecr II. 

V.™ »»>«' Sh.k Aeto. 


Nadir Shah, King of Perfia. 

Ahmed Abdallee. Sovereign of Candahar. 


Genealogical 
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Genealogical Table of the Family of Alice 
Mahummed, 

Founder of the Ron ill a Government* 


Shah Aulum 


Hufein Khan 


DAood Khan — Hafiz Rahinut Khan,&c. 



t AlLEE ^ ^ 

DoondeeKhan.* 


rNiiimut Khan. 

Scilla but Khan> j 

)la Khan — Fit tec Ooolce Khani) 


fMalil 


^Abdoola Khan, Fyza)ola Khan, Sydoola Khan, MahutnA 
incd Yar, "Allah Yar, and Murtooza Khan, \ 


Offices in Rohllcund, after the death of 
Allee Mahummed. 


Hafiz Rahinut 
Doondec Khan 

Niamut Khan 
Sillabut Khan 


} 

} 


Guardians. 


Alfifiant Minlficrs^ 


Futtch Khan, Khanfaman^ or Steward, (fuccccdcd bj his 
Son Ahmed Khan, 

Sirdar Khan, Buxjif or Paymafier, (fuccccded by his Son 
Ahmed Khan. 


Other 
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Other Pcrfons of note, 

Meer Munnoo, Son to the Vizier Kummir-ad-deen Khan* 
fame time Commander in Chief of the Mo^ul Armj. 

Kejceb al Dowlah, an Afgan of eminence, who afied as 
Uiniiler at Delhi in the abfence of the prelent Emperor. 

ZabiuKhan^ his Son» 

Kacem Jun^, Chief of the Bungifli tribe of Afgans, 
poffclicd of Ferrochabad. 

Ahmed Khan Bungifh, Brother and Succeffor to Kacen 
Jung. 

Muziiffer Jung, Son and Succeffor to Ahmed Khan 
Bungifh, 


A RELATION 
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A 

RELATION 

OF THE 

Origin, Progrcl's, and Diflblution, 

OF T H * 

Government of the RohillA Afgans, 
■ es’r* 


TPhE Afgan T"artarsy whoie liumerous 
tribes (under the general denomination of 
Patans) occupy all the mountainous coun- 
try which forms the North-weftern boun- 
dary of Hindoftan, had for a long feries of 
time held the greateft part of this immenld 
dominion in fubjedlion, aud furnilhed d 
race of monarchs who filled the imperial 
throne at Delhi upwards of three centu-* 
ries, until the fubjugation of the northern 
D India, 


28 HISTORY OF THE 

India, and the overthrow of the Patan go- 
vernment, by the arms of Timur Beg. 

About one hundred and forty years after 
that event, tlie uiurpation of Mahummed 
Ferced-Shere-Shah, who in the nine hun- 
dred and fiftieth year of the Higera fuc- 
ceeded in his rebellion againft the Empe- 
ror Humaioon, and drove that monarch in- 
to exile, having occafioncd a violent dif- 
traflion throughout all tli^e countries in the 
neighbourhood of the capital, many of the 
inhabitants fo'rfook thole difirids, and fled 
to the more diflant provinces, hoping in 
the remotenefs of their fituations to find a 
fecurlty from the extortions of the ufurper. 

Shere Shah was himfelf an Afgnn or Pa~ 
1an \ and it was at this period that num- 
bers of Afgans, expeding in him and his 
fucceffors to fee another Dynafiy of the 
Patans cftablilhed upon the throne of 
Delhi, haftened frory all parts toenlift un- 
der the ftandard of the new emperor. 


As 
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As thofe who fled from the tyrannical 
cxadions of the ufurper and his creatures 
chiefly confifled of fuch as had ferved in 
the great offices of the ftate, or as colledtors 
of diftrifls and principal landholders under 
the former government, to fbme of thefe 
new comers he prefcnted grants of the 
evacuated eflates and employments j many 
he raifed to polls of the higheft power and 
diflinftion, and to all he gave every pofli- 
ble encouragement to fettle in that part of 
Hindoflan ;* and hence, on the death of 
Shere, when Humaioon recovered the em- 
pire by the defeat of Seconder, the nephew 
and fucceflbr of his former competitor, the 
Afgans formed a powerful body in thofe 
diflrifls. 

As the infurreftlonsand rebellions which 
have at all times diflurbed the tranquillity 
of tlie Mogul government, prefented the 
moft ample field of advancement and di- 
ftindtion to thefe bold and hardy foldiers 
of fortune, after the foregoing event, 
every adventurer who could colleft a band 
Da of 
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of lawlefs freebooters, ufed to repair to 
Delhi to offer his fervices to the king ; and, 
as the appointoicnt of ftrangers, deftltute of 
any dangerous interefts or connexions, was 
the moft elligible policy in the government 
of the more diftant provinces, thefe offers 
were generally excepted ; this wife precau- 
tion, however, which for a time certainly 
contributed to fupport the authority of 
the Mogul princes, and to preferve their 
empire entire, tended, in its unavoidable 
confequences, ‘to precipitate their down- 
fal ; as the influence, credit, and numbers 
01" thefe adventurers and their defccndants 
at length increafed to fuch a degree, as fi- 
nally enabled them, in the general difmem- 
bermcnt of this unwieldy monarchy, to 
fecure to themfclves the independent pof- 
feflton of many of its richefl: provinces. 

Of the various petty independencies 
which thus grew out of the ruins of the 
Mogul monarchy, one of the laft (though 
not the moft inconfidcrable either in power 
or extent) was eflablifhed in the country 
I of 
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©f Kutiaher, in latter times better knowa 
by the name of Rohilcund, 

This territory Is fituated to the eaftward 
of the Ganges, between the province of 
Owde, and the firft range of northern 
hills commonly called the Cummou Moun- 
tains ; — as its (hape is nearly tfiat of an ir- 
regular triangle, embraced on two of its 
fides by the Ganges and the laft-mentioned 
boundary, it would not be eafy to give, in 
general terms, any accurate idea of its dl- 
menfions ; — its mean length, however, is 
about one hundred and eighty, and its 
greateft breadth ^out ninety miles, from 
which dimentlon it gradually decreafes ifti- 
til it terminates in its molt northern point 
at Hirdenvar, where the Ganges flows 
through the before-mentioned range. 

From a concurrence of happy circumftan- 
ces, (as it lies in a temperate climate, and is 
watered by feveral fine rivers) the country 
is, in general, rich and fertile, and con- 
tains many cities of coifliderable note, the 
D 3 chief 
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chief pf which are Owlah, Barilla, Mor 
radabad, and Rampore. All thefe, previ- 
ous to the ufurpations of the Robillas, bad 
been the capitals of royal Fowjedarrys (or 
lieutenancies) and the two former have 
lincc, at different times, refpecftively be- 
come the feat of government, during the 
Ihort period of Rohilla independence. 

Among other Afgans who, from the 
caufes already related, came to fcck their 
fortunes in the lower countries, in the 
1084th year of theHigcra, (A. C. 1673) 
two brothers named Shah Auliim and 
Hufll'in Khan, having furfakcii their na- 
tive mountains, fettled in Kuttaher, where 
they procured fome final! employments 
under the officers of the Mogul goverment ; 
but nothing farther is related of them 
worthy of note. 

Huffein had three fons ; Doondy Khan, 
NiamutKhan, and Sillaubet Khan ; tliefirft 
of whom will make a confpicuous figure in 
the fequel. — The elder brother, (Shah Au- 

lum) 
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lum) had two fons.—the firft nanjcd 
Daood Khan, and the fecond Rahmut 
Khan. 

The latter of thele not bearing any im- 
portant part in the enfuingfeene of adtion 
for feveral years, it is needlefs to obferve 
more of him at prefent than that his firft 
outfet in life was in a meixantile capacity, 
fuitable to the obfeurity of his origin ; and 
that he continued to trade between Lahore 
and Delhi, until he was called forth to fill 
more elevated and important ftations. 

Daood chofe a military life ; and after 
the manner of other Afgan adventurers, 
col led lug together fome followers, offered 
hirnlclf and was admitted as a volunteer 
into an army font by the vizier to oppole 
the incurfions of the Mahrattas, who about 
this period had acquired a confiderable de- 
gree of power, and were become not a little 
formidable to the Mogul government, lay- 
ing wafte the country between Narwa and 
Gowalior, and extending their depredations 
D 4 towards 
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tow&rds the batiks of the Jumna.— —On. 
tbh expedition Daood didlinguiihed him- 
felfbyhis bravery; and being, on a particular 
pxafion, detached from the main army,ha4 
the addrefs to furprize and cut off a party 
of the enemy, bringing in with him fome 
elephants and other fpoils, 

As a reward for this fervice, Ddood, on 
the return of the royal forces, obtained a 
grant of a little diftrift in the territory of 
Bud^von, whicl) forms a part of Rohil- 
cund ; but, a* retired life ill fuiting with 
his active and cnterprillng fpirit, he pre- 
fently recruited his little force, confifting 
of the fir ft followers of his fortune, with a 
confiderable body of his countrymen, and 
with thefe rendered many fervlces to the 
neighbouring Rajahs and Zimeendars, who 
were happy to procure his fupport in their 
frequent difputes with each other, which 
in thofe countries are generally decided by 
force. 

The fame of this bold partizan foon 

reached 
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reached the ears of the Rajah of Cummm 
^or Kutntndoott^ who invited DSood into his 
fervice, and in a little time after gave 
him the command of all his forces in 
this fituation Daood performed many 
fervlces of confiderable advantage to his 
mafter ; not meeting however with 
thofe rewards to which he thought his me- 
rits and fervices entitled him, he was pre- 
paring to leave the Rajah’s employ in dif- 
guft ; but in attempting to cfFe£l this he 
was feized ; and the Rajah gruelly ordered 
his feet to be cut off, and the finews of his 
legs to be forcibly drawn out from the 
flumps ; an operation which foon caufed 
the parts to mortify, and occafioned his 
death. 

D^ood left two fons ; Mahummed, and 
Alice Mahummed* ; — of the former of 
D 5 thefe 


* Some accounts have faid that Alice Mahummed 
il'as not the fan of Daood, but by birth a Hindooy and 
adopted by him : — this however is not pnly an incon* 
gruity (as a Hindoo is feldom or never known to be 
adopted bv a Muflulrnan,) but is moreover altogether 

unfupported 
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thcfe nothing remarkable is recorded 
but it was to the afpiring abilities and in- 
trepid perfeverance of the latter, (co-ope- 
rating with the turbulence of the times) 
that the Afgans owed the foundation of 
their iudependance in Rohilcuud. 

Daood had always indulged a Urong par- 
tiality in favour of his younger fon Allee 
Mahummed, and had him early inftrudfed 
in every military excrcife, and in all other 
accomplifliments wliich miglit enable him 
to make an eminent and fuccefsful figure 
in the execution of that j>lan of feparate 
and uncontrolled independence which the 
increafing imbecility of the Imperial autho- 
rity had taught him to hope might fome 
time or other, with the afiiftance of his 
countrymen, be efte£lcd in Rohilcund. 


vinfupported in the original Perfian nianufcript, where 
he is pofitively mentioned as Daood’s fecond fon.— 
Of the other fon (Mahummed) the MS. takes no far- 
ther notice whatfoever, except merely mentioning his 
name, as above. 


When 
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Whfen Daood firft conceived his defign of 
quitting the Rajah of Cummou’s fcrvice, 
he took care previoufly to tranfnilt the 
principal part of his property, under^e 
charge of his favourite fon, to Budavon ; 
fo that, upon his death, Alice Mahummed 
found himfelf at once poilcfl'ed of confider- 
abje wealth, and lupportcd by a numerous 
train of his father’s adherents, to whom 
Ills gallant and munificent fpirit had much 
endeared him, and vvhofc defperate cir- 
cumftances and e\{)Lrienced bravery ren« 
dercd them the fittcfl inftruments for the 
profecution of his ambitious views. 

With thefe he entered into the fervice of 
Azmut-OolahKhan, aperfonof rank, who 
had been appointed from the court of 
Delhi Fowjdar * of Moradabad : — here he 
1 — 

* A Fowjdar implies, in its literal meaning, a com- 
mander of troops ; and is an officer appointed to aft as 
governor or lieutenant of a diilrid, undera cornmiffion 
Irom the king, which empowers him to levy troops 
ail J make war, as occailon may require* 

foon 
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loon ingratiated himfelf with Azrhut- 
Oolah, foas to procure, through his means, 
a renewal of the grant which had been 
beflfowed on his father, and alfo to obtain 
the colle«ffion of a confiderable purgunna 
on the part of the Emperor, together with 
a yeydad, or confignment of loinc villages, 
which he artfully procured for the fup- 
port of his followers. 

^ Azmut Oolah being Ihortly after recalled 
to court, Alice Mahummed Icizcd the op- 
portunity which this interval alfordcd him, 
whilft there was no royal deputy at hand 
who might control his motions or coun- 
teraff his defigns, to raife a ftrong force, 
and eftablifh himfelf in the poflellion of 
thofe lands, the charge of which he had 
obtained through the favour of Azmut- 
bolah : — and thefe parts of India have 
at all times fwarmed with mflltitudes of 
vagrants (chiefly Afgans) who wander 
over the country in fcarch of employment, 
and are ready to enlift under any ftandard 
that may be raifed, or to fight in any caufe 

that 
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that may ofFer, fo he foon increaied the 
immb.r of his follo>vers (which, at the 
time of his father’s death had not exceeded 
//jree hundred in all) to fuch a degree *, 
that when a fucceflbr to Azmut-Oolah was 
appointed from Delhi, the Afgan found 
himfelf in a condition to make his own 
terms, and even to engage him (by Tome 
valuable prefents) fo much in his favour as 
to procure, through his means, a commif- 
iion from tlie Court, authorizing him to 
retain the chiwgc of the lands already men- 
tioned ; and alfo the gift of a fmall Jageer 
in addition thereto, for the fupport of his 
dignity. 

Alice Mahummed thus raifed to fome 
degree of rank and confequence, neglefted 

* It may, perhaps, appear fafpifing that an ob- 
feure individual Ihoulci be a!)le to collefl or fupport a 
formidable force with fucli facility it is to be con- 
fidered, however, that in an Indian army the compa- 
rative number of thofe who receive regular pay is very 
fmall : the horfe and accoutrements of every trooper 
are his own property, and he often engages with no 
Other view plunder. 


no 
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no means in his power to ftrengthen his 
interefi; and enlarged his connexions, and 
the circuniftances of the times afforded 
him ample fcope for accomplifliing thefe 
views bv metliods the moft eafy and ob- 
vious. — The Court of Delhi being, at this 
time, torn to pieces by the flruggles of con- 
tending nobles, had left much of its power 
and influence ; fo that Alice Mahummed, 
confeious of his ftrength, ftievved little 
attention to the imperial mandates, and 
delayed or avoided, on various frivolous 
pretexts, any payment of revenue into the 
royal treafury, employing the income of 
his lands in raifuig troops, purchafuig ar- 
tillery raid military ftoics, and, above all, 
in ftcuring the fiiciiddiip of many of the 
principal pcrfonngrs in the prcfencc, by a 
judicious and well-timed liberality; neither 
was he remils in cultivating tlic attachment 
of the lower orders by the fame praXiccs 
as enabled him to fuccecd with their fu- 
periors ; and he now only waited an op- 
portunity to throw off the malk and open- 
ly afl'ert his independance, as moft of the 

governors 
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governors in the more diftant provinces 
had already done. Such a one prefeiitly 
prefented itfelf, although perhaps fome- 
vvhat prematurely. 

Omdat al Moolk, who was at this period 
Meer Bucbjly or Paymayller-General of 
the Empire, and pofli fled a confiderable 
lharc of influence at court, held the dif- 
trifls of Owlah and Minnownali in Jageer 
from the King. — Thcfe diftrifts bordered 
clofe upon the lands in the pofleflion of 
Alice Mahummed ; and the paymafter had 
difpatclicd a favourite confidential fervant 
to collecf the rents : whetlier this perfon 
had received any particular inftrudions 
with regard to the Afgan is not certainly 
known ; but, very Toon after his arrival, 
he gave occafion for a quarrel, by endea- 
vouring to fcquefter the rents of fome vil- 
lages to which Allee Mahummed laid claim, 
but which the deputy infifted lay within 
the bounds of his Mafler’s Jageer. — An. 
encroachment of this nature the high-fpi- 
rited Afgan would by no means fubmit to ; 

and 
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and after various difputes, and inefFedual 
negotiations, the deputy refolved to at- 
tempt executing his deligns by force ; and, 
as his power was fupported by the name 
and countenance of the royal authority, he 
vainly flattered himfelf that no troops 
would venture to oppofe him : — the event 
fhewed, however, how much he was mis- 
taken in his conje^lure, as, in an engage- 
ment that enfued he himfelf was flain, and 
his troops totally routed. 

In this exploit Alice Mahummed 
firengthened himfelf with all the (lores 
and numerous artillery of the enemy ; but 
this was not the only advantage he derived 
from it ; the boldnefs of his adlions and 
munificence of his cliTpofition had already 
acquired him fome degree of credit with 
his countrymen, when the fame of this 
victory raifed his charafler fo high among 
them, that multitudes of Afgans imme- 
diately came from every part of the coun- 
try to offer their ferviccs ; and as he attach- 
ed them ftroHgly to his intereft by making 

over 
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6Ver to them almoft the whole of the re- 
venues of his diftrids, thole vagrants foon 
became enthufialls in his caufe, and were 
ready to fupport him in any attempt, how- 
ever defperate. 

Nor was Alice Mahummed deftitute of 
a powerful friend at court, to raife his 
chara^ker, and extenuate his oppofition to 
tlie imperial authority: in triith, fo mife- 
rably was the Mogul government funk at 
this time into the bafell venality and cor- 
ruption, that Rebellion irfelf could with 
cafe hribe advocates to plead its caufe ; and 
where this means failed, the fame effedt 
Was frequently produced in the outrageous 
animofities of unprincipled and fadlious 
ambition. 

The high office of the Fizaret was, at 
this period, held by Kummir-ad-deen Khan, 
a nobleman of the firft charafter for integ- 
rity and abilities It is probable, how- 
ever, that the redbltude of his principles' 
was not altogether proof of again fl: the 
E ledudtions 
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reductions of immediate In tere/l ; as Alice 
Mahiimmed, from the Hril rife of his for- 
tune, had paid court to him with unremit- 
ted affiduity, in the way we have already 
mentioned ; and it is certain that the Vi- 
zier fupported him on every occafion, 
where decency and a regard for reputation 
would admit of his fo doing, in the fequel: 
— Neither was he, in the prefent inftance, 
unaffedted by thofe other motives we have 
mentioned above ; as a mutual enmity, 
originating in the jealoufy of court in- 
trigue, had long fubfided between him and 
the before-mentioned Omdat-al-Moolk.— 
Alice Mahummed, after his vliflory over 
the deputy of Omdat-al-Moolk, as already 
related, feized the latter’s Jagheer, and con- 
verted the revenues arifing from it to his 
own ule : the paymafter-gcneral, already 
incenfed at the death of hi^ fervaat, when 
he found that his eftate was thus appro- 
f>riated, made loud complaints of the ini- 
quity of fuch violent and flagitious procee- 
dings : — but the Vizier, not refleding.ljq^ 
foon his own interefls might fuf&r .by* thq- 

encroach- 
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encroachments of fach a daring u/urper, 
and happy in fupporting any one in oppo- 
fition to his rival, exerted the whole of his 
weight and authority at court in behalf of 
the Afgan Zimeendar, reprefenting his 
breach with the deputy as arifing folely 
from the ralhnefs and rapacity of the latter, 
who, inftead of attempting to efFe£l the 
purpofes for which he had been fent, had 
endeavoured to rob Allee Mahummed of 
all his treafure and effefls, with a view to 
enrich himfelf with the Ipoil. — The ralh> 
nefs of the deputy’s proceedings certainly 
afforded fome colour of juftice to this plea ; 
and although thefe arguments had been 
weaker, yet they would have fufficed to 
turn the fcale in Allee Mahummed’s fa- 
vour, when fupported by the credit and 
influence of the Minifter. 

Another incident took pl^ce, Ihortly 
after this, which' ferved to give Allee Ma- 
hummed a reputation for loyalty, fuch as 
liis real defigns but little entitled Kim to, 
and to confirm and increafe the interefl: he 
£ 2 had 
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had already laid the foundation of at 
courf. 

In the prefent diilracled flate of the em- 
pire, every petty Zimeendar dared to rife 

in rebellion againfl the government. 

There was a fettlcment of Seydi of the 
tribe of Barrah^ which had been eftablilh- 
ed feme years before in the neighbourhood 
of Anoppier (a town oppofite to Rohil- 
cund, on the \vcftern bank of the Ganges) 
where their leader or chief, Scycl-ad-dcen, 
a man of a troublcfome and turbulent dif- 
pofition, had been admitted as a renter; 
and at length, in a confidence of his own 
ftrength and the imbecility of the govern- 
ment, excited his followers to raife an in- 
furredlion, and to murder all the Emperor’s 
officers who were afting in that quarter, 
or to expel them from their diftrift in 
the fuppreffion of this difturbance Allee 
Mahummed (from whatever motive) emi- 
nently diftinguiffied himfelf, joining the 
Emperor’s forces, and entirely routing* 

the 
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the infurgents in an engagement in which 

their ring lender wns killed. 

It was generally fuppoled that Alice 
Mahummed had been induced to engage 
thus warmly in the royal caufe, at the in- 
ftigatlon of the Vizier ; and in gratitude 
for the countenance and favour he had 
lately Ihewn him ; however that might be, 
Kummir-ad-Ueen did not fail to reprefent 
the gallantry and loyalty of his conduct 
on the late occafioii in the moft favourable 
light to the Emperor, who, as a reward, 
conferred upon the Afgan the dignity of 
an Ameer, with the title of a Nawab^ ac- 
companied by ^Khelaat^ or honorary drefs; 
at the fame time iffuing a Firman., or 
royal warrant, confirming him in the 
^ands which he had fo furreptitloufly pof- 
fefled hlmfelf of, and invefting him with 
other honours and ranks of dill:in£lion. 

This fudden and extraordinary elevation 
of a man who had, on more than one oc- 
cafion, manifclled adilpofition by- no means 
E 5 confident 
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conflilent with the imperial intereft, wa$ 
as impolitick and fhort lighted in the 
court as it was fortunate for Alice Mahum- 
med, whole fame and conlequence were en- 
hanced by it in a prodigious degree : but, 
in the moment when his fortune feemed 
to be ripening, he was again engaged in a 
bulinefs on which he rifquqdall his interell 
and fupport at Delhi. 

Rajah Hir-Nund, a Hindoo of fome 
eminence, was' appointed by the Vizier to 
the Fowjdarrey of Moradabad. 

As the Vizier, however friendly his dlf- 
pofition might be, was well aware of the 
lieceliity ot curbing and keeping within 
bounds the afpiring fpirit of the Afgan 
chief, the new Fowjdar had particular 
iuflruflions to look narrowly into the 
conduc'l of Allee Mahummed, whofe views 
had already begun to extend in confequence 
of his late acceffion of rank He was 
alfo direaed to make requifition of the 
proportion due. to government from the 

rents 
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- rents of theA%an’s lands, which were com- 
prehended within the jurifdi^ion of the 
Moradabad Foivjdarrey ; and, to enable him 
to do fo with etteft, he was accompanied 
by a confiderable body of horle, and a 
refpeftable train of artillery. 

Hir-Nund, on his arrival at his gos'em- 
mcnt, intimated liis defire of an interview 
with Alice Mahummed ; this, however, 
(although an indifpenfable mark of duty 
and attention to the royal commlffion) the 
latter declined : the Rajah, foon after, 
made a formal demand of the royal quit- 
rents, to which Alice Mahummed replied 
only by a repetition of fubterfuges and 
delays ; and at the fame time began to 
colleft his numerous followers, and to 
put himfelf in apoftureof defence. — The 
Rajah appears to have been Ibmewhat vio- 
lent and precipitate ; in fad, the recent 
honours beftowed upon the Afgan had ex- 
cited the envy of many ; and there were 
not wanting thole who would endeavour, 
in hopes of effeding his ruin, to ftimulate 
E 4 the 
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the Fowjedar to adapt an abfolute and over- 
bearing naode of coadufl:, tending to pro- 
voke rather than to infinnidate ; — At length 
prefumption on the one hand and difguft 
upon the other urged both parties to 
a£lion : — the F'owjdar made fotne move- 
ments with his troops which feemed to 
indicate a defign of feizing on a number of 
fmall forts within the country of Alice Ma- 
hummed ; but, if he had any fuch inten- 
tions, they were fruftrated by the valour 
and addrefs of his adverfary, who attacked 
the army of Hir Nund one morning by 
furprife, and gave them a total overthrow, 
feizing on all their treafure, artillery, and 
camp equipage ; — and the body of the un- 
fortunate Rajah was found, after the en- 
gagement, in his tent, ftabbed in feveral 
places ; lb that it was ftrongly fufpefled he 
had perilhed by fome collufive treachery, 

Alice Mahummed immediately made a 
reprefentation of the nature of this rupture 
to the Vizier, and endeavoured to dlfcharge 
himfelf of any blame in the tranfaflion, a$ 
1 
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having been in fome meafure compelled to 
exert his means of defence in the manner 
he had done by the headftrong violence of 
Hir-Nund. — ^The Vizier, however, was by- 
no means pleafed with thebufinefs, in which 
he had been conhderably injured in his own 
property, as the greateft part of the ar- 
tillery and ftores belonged to him and 
he allb refen ted the death of the Rajah, 
who was an old confidential fervant, and 
his particular favourite. — He therefore dif- 
patchcd his fon, MeerMunnoo, with acon- 
fiderable force, to demand fatisfaflion for 
the injury w’hich the imperial authority- 
had fuftained in the difeomfiture of the 
Fowjdar. 

The remainder of this tranfafllon is In- 
volved in (bme obfeurity. — We fliall not, 
however, hazard any conjeflures, but (hall 
fimply adhere, in our relation of it, to the 
account as it (lands in the original. 

Meer Munno proceeded with his troops 
lo Secunderabad, and from thence to the 

banks 



HISTORY OF TMF 

banks oftheGanges oppofite toDaratiagurr, 
at which place the river is fordable in the 
dry feafon, but by a long winding paffage, 
infomuch that it would be very difficult for 
,any army to crofs over there in that manner 
if oppofcd by an enemy ; — here he faw the 
Afgan chief encamped on the oppofite ffiore, 
with a force fo much fuperior to his own, 
that he did not judge it prudent to attempt 
the paffage.— — In this fituation the armies 
lay in fight of each other for fome time, ’till 
at length the two commanders came to a 
proper underftanding, and a negociation 
took place, in the courfe of which Alice 
Mahummed found means not only to make 
his peace, but alfo greatly to reinforce his 
intereft with the Vizier by bellowing a 
daughter In marriage upon one of the fons 
of that miniftcr ’with a conjiderable dowry ; 
and (probably in confequence of this po- 
litick meafure) procured a grant of the 
lands formerly occupied by Hir-Nund, 
which he henceforth Included within the 
circle of his poffelfions, and out of which 
he engaged to pay aftipulated annual quit- 

rent 
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rent into the royal treaftiry. — ^As Alice 
Mahummed, and the greateft part of the 
followers by whofe affiftanpe he had been 
enabled to rile, were of the tribe of 
Afgans denominated RobreSy or RehlUas^ 
(lb termed from Roby which in the Patau 
dialeil lignifies a mountainous country,") it 
was about this period that the diHriit of 
Kuttaher began to be diltinguilhed by the 
name of Rohilcund*, although this term 
was not applied to it in any publick inftru- 
ments or other authentick records until 
fome years after. 

Alice Mahummed having thus laid the 
foundation of independence in Rohilcund, 
relblved to ufe the prefent interval of 
tranquillity, not only to ellablilh himfelf 
in his new acquifitions, but to revenge the 
death of his father Daood, by attacking the 
Rajah of Kummdoon. 

The diftrlft of Kummdoon (or Curnmow) 


Jtiglicf—'f' The flficf oxTcJtdeaa of the Rebitla^.” 

Ijes 
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lies along the back of thofe hills which 
derive their name from it, and which 
form the northern boundary of the low 
country to the eaftward of the Ganges. — 
It does not appear that it ever had been 
before fubdued by the Mufl'ulmans, al- 
though the Rajah paid a fmall tribute and 
acknowledged fealty to the Mogul govern- 
ment. Preparatory to this expedition, 

Allee Mahummed fettled the interior po- 
licy of his^ country, and put his finances 
under proper regulations. He then ad- 
vanced towards the hills with a body of 
fifteen thoufand veteran Afgans. He was 
joined in the beginning of his march by a 
"multitude of predatory vagabonds, who 
abound in every part of Hindoftan, and 
are ready to join in any excurfion merely 
W’ith a view to fhare in the plunder ; but 
they receive no pay, and are of no ufe in 
a£tion. — As Allee Mahummed was fen- 
fible of the difficulties he would have to 
(Iruggle with in the courfe of his under- 
taking, efpecially with refpeft to provi- 
fions, he determined to throw off the in- 
cumbrance 
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cumbrance of thofe ulelefs banditti, and 
accordingly publiflied a proclamation de- 
claring “ that any ftranger or other per- 
“ fon not enrolled, who fliould be found 
** within the camp after a certain day, 
“ Ihould be punllhed with death.”— -The 
rigorous executioti of this menace in a few 
Inftances foon drove away all fuperfluous 
mouths, and eventually contributed not a 
little to the fuccefs of the expedition.— 
Allee Mahummcd now proceeded to Co- 
lipore, a fortrefs on the borders of the 
northern Forefts which fringe the flcirts 
of the Cummow hills to the depth of fe- 
veral miles ; — here he colle£led a largtf 
Hock of provifions, and allb carriages for 
as much grain and other neceflaries as 
would ferve his little army for two months, 
Thefe meafures, indifpenfably requi- 
fite to the ultimate fuccefs of the Afgans, 
neceflarily occafioned fome delay ; fo that 
the Rajah was fufficlently aware of the 
Rohilla chlcPs intentions, and prepared 
for his reception by fortifying all the 
ghautts or paffes over the mountains which 

•led 
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led into his country. — Alice Mahummed 
had, fome time before, employed his 
fcouts to explore the woody region which 
(as above obferved) runs along the foot of 
the Cummovv hills, in hoj>es of being able 
to avoid the Rajah by purfuing an unex* 
pefted route. — Some of thefe meffengers 
returned with an account of their having 
difeovered a pradicable paflage by which 
(although their dcfcrlption of it was by 
no means encouraging) it was determined 
to advance.-: — The Afgans, accordingly, 
boldly penetrated at once through the 
forells, and after a march of eighteen days, 
during which they fuffered incredible hard- 
flilps and fatigues, at length gained the 
upper country, and arrived at Chumndwtee^ 
(a village in Kummdooti) which was the 
firft inhabited place they had feen for fome 
time part. — ^The troops of Alice Mahum* 
med here found themfelves reduced to a£l; 
under every difadvantage, as they had no 
provifions but what they brought upon 
thdr backs, and had been obliged to aban- 
don their artillery, and alfo to leave all 

their 
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their horfes and other cattle behind* thele 
being unabk to furmouqt the fteeps; 
the fuccefs of this bold attempt, however, 
fo terrified the Rajah, that he never offered 
to oppofe the Afgan troops, but fled his 
dominion, and took refuge in the neigh- 
bouring country of Sirnagur. — Allee Ma- 
hummed thus making himfelf maffer of 
the territory without refiftance, Iboa over- 
ran it, and acquired a prodigious booty ; 
and having rented the whole diftri£b of 
Kummdoan to the Rajah of Sirnagurr for 
three lacks per annum, he returned with 
his plunder to Owlah. 

The fortunate refult of this expedition, 
and the riches which Allee Mahummed 
and his followers had acquired by it, would 
not a little have contributed to the exten- 
fion and confirmation of his power in 
Rohilcund but foon after his arrival at 
Owlah, he found himfelf once more in- 
volved in a quarrel with the court, out of 
which he did not extricate himfelf with his 
ufual fuccefs, 


I 
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Some of the Afgan chiefs Rohilla te* 
tainers had a difpute with the Servants 
of Sefdar Jung, Subadar of Owde, who 
had been fent by their matter to cut 
Sad* timbers* which abound in the foretts 
at the back of Kuttaher this produced 
a fray, in which feveral were killed on 
both fides ; and the gumaftite (or agent) 
who commanded Sefdar Jung’s people, 
was obliged -to fly, leaving behind him all 
his efiefts, which, according to their ufual 
cuftom, wcVc fcizcd as lawful fpoil by 
the Rohillas. 

The agent repaired immediately to 
Owde, and laid a complaint before the 
Subadar, who, incenled at the treatment 
his fervant had met with, and confidcring 
his own honour concerned to refent it, 
repaired immediately to Delhi, and repre- 
fented to the fovereign (Mahummed Shah) 


* The Sa«/ is a very beautiful tree, growing per- 
fe6Uy ftrait, to the height of bo or 70 feet ; of con* 
ii^ecaUe ufe in building, &c. 
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the injurious infulc he had fuftained in 
fuch ilrong colours^ that an order was im- 
mediately difpatched to Alice Mahummed^ 
direfting him to recover and reftore all the 
Gumaflite’s effects ; with ftri£l injuiuftions 
to deliver up fuch of the Rbhillas as had 
been concerned in the before-mentioned 
difturbance. 

To this requifition Alice Mahummed 
returned an anfwer filled with expreffions 
of the moft fubmiflive obedience, — but, 
at the fame time intimating— “ that he 
“ would never fuffer the Gumafhtes of 
“ any man to come into his country with- 
“ out his confent ; that he could not but 
approve of what his people had done ; 
“ and that he would neither reftore the 
“ clFedls nor deliver up the plunderers, 
“ who had received, in the infolence of 
“ the Subadar’s people, a provocation 
“ which fufiiciently juftified their pro- 
“ ceedings.” 

This incautious reply, which amounted 
F to 
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to an eKplicit declaration of avowed rel>el- 
UoOt at length roufed the court from the 
fupiiie lethargy into which it had been fo 
Jong lulled, with refpe^ to the deligns of 
AUee Mahummed ; and the Emperor hav- 
ing at prefent no other object of greater 
moment to occupy his attention, refolvcd. 
If pollible, to root out* the Afgan free- 
booters, and expel them entirely from 
Kuttiher. Sefdar Jung, who hoped by 
the difgrace and overthrow of Allee Ma- 
hummed to. add Rohilcund totheextenfive 
dominion he already held, which from its 
relative fituatlon would render the whole 
of his polieflions perfectly compaiCl and 
eafily defenhble, was induced by every 
motive of intereft, as well as of revence. 
to enter warmly into this determination, 


The term, in the original is ifteejaly the cafual 
interpretation of which (upon another occafion) ir.io 
“ extirpatey* has given rife to great and unfounded 
clamour : — the true meaning is here exhibited, both in 
the tranjlationol it, and in the circumflance to which 
it applies* 


and 
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to fupport and urge it to the Emperor 
by every argument in his power. He re- 
prefented the notorious turbulence and ra- 
pacity of the AiganSy and the contuma- 
cious demeanour of Allee Mahummed^ 
which had been fufficiently difplayed, not 
only in his withholding the revenues of 
the country with the charge of which he 
had been entrufted, but alfo in his lately 
undertaking a predatory expedition again!! 
the Rajah of Kummdooh without pretext or 
authority ; — and the difgrace to the impe- 
rial honour, in fufFering a contemptible 
tribe of fifteen or twenty thoufand lawleft 
adventurers to exercife abfolute fway over 
a territory of fucli value and extent aS 
Kuttdher, under tlie immediate eye of the 
court, and alrnoft, as it Were, within 
fight of the royal refidence. Th6 Subadat 
alfoendeavouredto engage the Vilier, KUth** 
mir-ad-deen> to take a decifive part in the 
meafures he propo!^ ; but that Miniften, 
from a jcaloufy of the growing inSuehce 
of Sefdar Jung, although the circumftances 
of the times obliged him to exhibit ah ap- 
E 2 pearance 
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pearance of coinciding with him, yet en- 
deavoured in fecret to thwart and counter- 
a£l his views ; — this underhand oppohtioa 
on the part of the Vizier, however, was 
not fofficient to footh the -Shah’s refent- 
ment, or to prevent the profecutiori of his 
delign. 

Although the treafury was, at this pe- 
riod, very low, yet, by the affiftance of Sef- 
dar Jung and fome other noises who 
hoped to lharc in the fruits of Alice Ma- 
hummed's ruin, the Kmperor was enabled 
to levy a conliderable army, at the head of 
which he marched towards Rohilcund in 
• the xaovitXx Rlbbee-al-Sanee^ A. H. 1154.* 

Alice Mahummed does not feem to have 
a£led on this occafion with his ufual 
promptitude and capacity : whether he 
might hope, by not attempting any refift- 
ance, to have the affair made up through 
the interpofition of the Vizier ; — whether 
he expetfted that the violent feuds among 


* A.C. 1743. 
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the king’s minifters might operate to his 
advantage,— -or was doubtful of the fidelity 
of his own people* ; — whatever was his mo- 
tive, he never attempted to face the royal 
forces ; they crofled the Ganges at Ran- 
gout without oppofition ; and proclamations 
were forthwith iflued throughout the 
neighbouring country offering protedlion 
and reward to all fuch as fhould defert Al- 
ice Mahummed, and threatened his retain- 
ers with the fevereft punifhments.— Sefdar 
Jung feconded the force of thefo edicts by 
a variety of underhand praftices, of which 
his long experience in the fchool of crooked 
politics had rendered him a very complete 
maftcr ; and, by means of numerous emif- 
faries, fpread terror and difaffedtion 
throughout the troops of Alice Mahum- 
med ; fo that he found himfelf in a fhort 
time almoft entirely delerted ; and to avoid 
Immediate deftrudlion, was under the ne- 
ceflity of taking refuge, with a few follow- 
ers who ftill remained faithful to him, in 
the fort of BangUr, which was immedi- 
^ely invefted and clofcly befieged by the 
F 3 royal 
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had before interceded for him at BangOr, 
not more perhaps out of regard to him 
than from hatred to his enemy ; and (^is it 
was deemed proper to keep him for fome 
time in a kind of honourable reftraint) the 
Vizier gave him apartments in his palace, in 
which he remained confined as a fort of 
jiate prifoner for feveral months. In the 
mean time, in order to avoid any difturb- 
ances which might be excited in favour of 
the Afgan chief, a Firman was ifiTued, 
prohibiting Rohillas, and all other Pat&ns, 
of every defcription, who had formerly 
a<fted •under Allee Mahummed from crof- 
fing the Ganges, or entering Delhi, under 
any pretence whatfoever. 

Theonly fiep, however,lwhich could have 
efFe£lually broken the Afgan confederacy, 
had been neglecfled. — When Alice Mahum- 
ined furrendered, no precautions were taken 
for the expulfion of his friends and retain- 
ers from Kmtdher, (as had been intendr 
ed,) hence they Hill continued to hold 
a local confequence and Hrength ; and 

(hortly 
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Shortly after the Emperor’s return to Delhi,- 
a conhderable number of them collciSbed at 
Sumbuli (a city in the northern Rohilcund) 
-r-!-and becoming impatient of the abfence 
of their popular and fuccefsful chief, and 
perhaps alhamed of their late pufiJlanimous 
defertion of him, rcfolved to make an ef- 
fort to releafe him from his prefent con- 
finement, and fet him again at their head. 
For this purpofc upwards of four thoufand 
of them, by the connivance of fome Af- 
gan commanders in the royal forces, elud- 
ing the vigilance of the guards at the fords, 
profiTed the Ganges, and pafling over the 
Dodb * province in feparate parties under 
different difguifes, affembled at a garden 
or villa in the fuburbs of Delhi, from 
whence they iflued in a body to the royal 
palace, and there, with much clamour, 
infilled on the enlargement of Alice Ma- 
hummed. There was at this time but a 


♦ This, (as the name fignifies) is the country ly- 
ing between r/Ws, the Ganges and the Jumna; 
Pelhi is htwited upon the latter. 

very 
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vefjr {mail force in Delhi ; a confideraSle 
part of choie lately levied had been already 
diifbanded ; ibme had been left under the 
command of Ferid-ad-deen, to fecure the 
tranquillity of the countries beyond the 
Ganges ; and the remainder had, a little 
time before, marched under Meer Mun- 
BOO, towards Lahore*, as there was an 
apprehenhon of the empire being at* 
tacked from that quarter thus htuated, 
the court was not a little Aartled at this 
tinexpe£ted and alarming infurredlion ; and 
their ignorance of its origin and extent in- 
crealed the terror and perplexity of the 
King and his mlnifters. — There were, how- 
ever, among the latter, fome Afgan Amrast 
who were in lecrct not much difpleafed at 
this fedition, and they determined to make 
nfo of it as an argument for the immediate 
releale of Alice Mahummed, whofe enter- 
prtfing abilities they conceived might con- 
tribute to the aggrandizement of their par- 
ty : they therefore urged the ncceffity of 
taking fome Hep in his favour, in order to 
avert the gathering Horm ; becaarfo, being 

exceedingly 


♦ Page 2g. 
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FZCM^iogfy popular with his couatrymei^ 
there was reafoa to apprehend that the pee* 
feat tumult n%ht extend to a general in* 
furredlon of all the Pat£m in the northern 
pravinceSf which, in the imbecile coudi* 
tion the Hate was then reduced to, might 
be attended with the moil ferious coa£»« 
quences. 

The unhappy neceflity of prefent dr- 
cumilances gave fuch weight to thefe ar* 
guments as at length induced the miniftera 
to yield to the turbulent clamours of AUee 
Mahumnaed’s adherents ; and the Vizier 
found bimfelf conflrained reludantly to 
give way to the tide of general opinion 
for, though from family conne£tbn, and 
other cenllderations, he was much the Af* 
gan’s friend, yet he hy no means conlidered 
him a perfon fit to be entrufted at any di- 
flance from the immediate eye of govern* 
paent. 

It would have been dangerous, in t||» 
l^efent criiis, to fiidcr Alice Mahummed 

to 
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to return to his former polTeflions ; — the 
collection of the country of Sirhind was 
therefore beftowed upon him, where, being 
8t a diAance from his original connections, 
it was prefumed he would remain more 
amenable to the authority of the court 
Alice Mahummed accordingly proceeded to 
that place, leaving two of his children 
with the Vizier as hoAages for his fidelity. 

Alice Mahummed had, at this period, 
fix fons,— Abdoola Khan, Fyzoola Khan, 
Sydoola Khan, Mahummed Yar Khan, 
Allah Yar Khan, and Murtooza Khan 
of thcfc, the jirfl and fecond were the 
pledges delivered as above. 

It was fhortly after the appointment of 
Allee Mahummed to Sirhind that the fa- 
mous Ahmed Shah Ahdallee invaded Hin« 
doftan, * 

No notice has been taken, in its proper 
p|^ce, of the invafion of Nadir Shah, as 

that event did not, at the time, bear any 

— ’ — - - " - 

* A. H. 1155, A. C. 1744. 
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dircd relation to the hiftory of the Afgans ; 
—but as its deftru£live confequences to the 
Mogul power contributed not a little to the 
^cility of forming the Rohilla, and many 
other independent eftablilhments which 
foon after fprung up in different parts of 
India* and, though not in its immediate 
operation, yet in its fubfequent effects, 
materially tended to alter the general fy« 
Hem, it may here be necelfary to take a 
Ihort retrofpeft, as a proper introdudlion to 
what follows. 

■ Nadir Shah, after fubjugating 

all the provinces of Perfia, and fpreading 
his ravages over the region which formed 
the ancient empire of Ghizni, advanced 
into Candahar, from whence he was in- 
duced, by the fadlions which weakened 
and diftra£led the Mogul government, to 
proceed towards Delhi ; — and to this ftep 
he was, moreover, invited by fome mal- 
content Amras in India, who expe^ed^ 
the ruin of their monarch, and the- over- 
throw of the Hate, to find opportunities /or 

<tke 



yt HISTORY OR THE 

the gratification of their own flagitious 
ambition. 

It was not probable that a weak and ef* 
^minate prince, aided (or rather governed) 
by a council compofed (the Vizier only 
excepted) of men of the moft abandoned 
principles, each of whom was folely occu- 
lted in the care of his own little interefts, 
without the fmalleft attention to or regard 
for the publick good, fhould be able to con- 
duct an army fb as to make an efFe£lual 
Hand againft: the incurfion of troops who 
had been bred up in war, and were long 
accuftomed to viflory : — after an aflion in 
which, however, it appears that the Mo- 
guls behaved in a manner not altogether 
unworthy of their ancient charaiHier, fome 
of the principal commanders in T^Iahum- 
tted Shah’s army, perceiving that the ir- 
regular efforts of pcrlbnal bravery would, 
in the end, prove no match for the un- 
llaunted firmnefs of Nadir’s dlfciplined vc- 
tMtins, began to defpair ; whilft thofe 
tfAitors who had invited the Perfian to 
il^vade their country, and among whom 

were 
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were fbine of the chief fervants of the Eift- 
pcror, fecretly commenced leparate nego- 
ciations with the enemy; — and intelli- 
gen(» of this being conveyed io Mahum- 
med Shah, the unhappy prince, tottering 
on the brink of rain in the midft of his 
irrefolute officers and perfidious minifters, 
was advifed by liis V’izier to throw him** 
felf upon the meicy and generofiry of his 
adverlary. He accordingly lunendered, 
and was treated with relpedl ; and the 
Perfian forces proceeded towards Delhi, 
which city Nadir Shah entered upon the 
ninth of March, A. D. 1739. 

The particulars which followed have been 
minutely related by others : it is therefore 
fufficient to obferve that having, by the 
Seizure of the royal treafury and regalia, 
by contributions, taxes, and pillages, col- 
le£fed to the enormous value oifeventy mil- 
lions Jierlmgy Nadir Shah returned towards 
Pcrfia, marking his route with horror dnd 
devaftation. Not very long after, he was 
affaifinated ; upon which event, a number 

of 
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ot rivals immediately ftarted up to difpute 
fucceffion to his extenfive conqueffs, 
and, as is always the cafe on fuch occa*- 
lions, that empire which he had formed 
with fo much rifque and labour, and fuch 
deftru£l;Ion to the human race, fell to 
pieces, and became divided into a number 
of independent fovereignties. 

Among other adventurers who raifed 
themfelves to royalty upon this occalion 
was Ahmed Khan, furnamed AbddUee. 

Ahmed Khan was an Afgan, a native 
of Herat, of the tribe of Afgans denomi- 
nated D&ran Abddl^ whofe anceftors had 
held a confiderable dominion in the moun- 
tains which feparate Hindoftan from Per* 
lia: — the fortunes of his family being 
ruined, and his country overrun by the 
arms of Nadir Shah, he was conftrained to 
enter into the fervice of the Perfian ; and 
although at firfl: entertained in a very low 
capacity, was gradually advanced by that 
difeerning prince, on account of his abili- 
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des and merit, until he attained the poft 
of tre^ureff on the laft expedition to Hin- 

doftan. 

Ahmed Khan, taking advantage of the 
univerfal confufion which fucceeded the 
murder of the tyrant, found means to 
carry off a great part of his wealth, with 
the care of which he was entrufted by the 
nature of his employment, intofome ftrong 
recefles in the hills near Gh&rebund in 
Zabuliftan, which had been the refidence 
of his anceftors. — Here he was joined by 
fuch of his tribe as had ferved in Nadir 
Shah’s army, and having collefted together 
a body of thirty thoufand Durdnnees (as 
the Afgans of this region are commonly 
called) iflued forth into the neighbouring 
country, which being at prefent without 
any acknowledged head, was eafily fub* 
je£ted to his authority ; infomuch that, in 
the courfe of two or three years, he Jaid 
the foundation of a new and powerful mo- 
narchy, afluming the title of Ahmed-Shah 
AbdMlee. 

G Ahmed 
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Ahmed AWallee, having .perfectly e£»- 
bUflied hlnifclf in his new acquifitions, 
began to turn Jn's thoughts towards Hiti’ 
Hortan, where t!ie iucreallng imbecility of 
the empire gave him hopes of a fuccefs 
limilar to that which had attended the ex- 
pedition of his late mailer : and with this 
view he marched eaftward, crofled the 
Attucky and advanced through the country 
of Pufjaby a Ihort time before Alice Ma- 
hummed was appointed to Sirhind, as 
already related. — As Ahmed’s army con- 
lifted of not Ids than lixty thouiand well- 
appointed cavalry, when his intentions 
became known, the Sultan and his Amras, 
as well as all the inhabitants of Delhi and 
the lurroimding country, who even yet 
I'evercly felt the crdeltics of Nadir Shah, 
were overwhelmed with terror and- dejec- 
tion, ---Tlie lame intrigues however, which, 
un the incurfion of Nadir Shah, had been 
lo dcftruclive to the public caufe, did not 
at prel'ent exlft; and tlic Vider found him- 
fclf at liberty to employ his Integrity and 

vlgon- 
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vigour, unimpeded by the counter-plots 
which had then obAru£ied their operation. 

Meer Munnoo (the Vizier’s fon) was 
ordered to advance towards Lahore*, with 
fuch forces as were then at Delhi) to 
watch Ahmed Shah’s motions and re- 
tard his progrefs ; — the farther prepara- 
tions for defence were likely to have re- 
ceived a confiderable check from the infur- 
redkion of the Afgans in favour of Alice 
Mahummed ; but that bufinefs being fet- 
tled, and accounts daily arriving of the 
nearer approach of theAbdallee, the Vizier 
collefted what remaining troops he could 
mufter from Rohilcund and other parts ; 
and being farther reinforced by a confide- 
rable body of horfe under Sefdar Jung, pro- 
ceeded to join his fon, and oppofe the in- 
vader. 

The Vizier advanced to Sirhind, where 
he found Meer-Munnoo, who had not 
thought it prudent to venture farther 
on account of the great fuperiority of 

« p. 68. 
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th<? Durdnnees', tlie united troops, hav» 

in^ lodged alJ their heavy artillery and iu- 
pcrffuous baggage in this place, purfued 
their route, and had proceeded three days 
march from thence, when they came with- 
in light of the enemy at a place called 
Mindwrd.' Here the adverfe armies, as 
if unwilling to bring matters to any fuddeu 
decifion, flrongly intrenched themfelves, 
and began their operations againft each 
other by a diftant cannonade, which was 
continued for- many days, at intervals, 
without any material lofs on either fide.— 
At length, it unfortunately happened that 
the Vizier was killed one evening by a 
random (hot, in his tent -His body was 
W’rapped up in lhawls by the attendants, 
and it was determined, in a council of the 
chief commanders, which was Immediately 
convened upon this unhappy accident, to 
keep his death a profound fecret, and to 
attack the enemy the very next morning, 
before a knowledge of this event fhould 
have dilhcartened the foldiers, who were 
known to place their chief dependance on 

the 
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the approved valour and abilities of the 
Viiier. Accordingly, a general adlion en- 
fued next day, in which f after various fac- 
cefs, the troops of Ahmed Abdallee were at 
length repulfed, with the lofs of a confi- 
derable part of their artillery, and driven 
I'everal miles from the field of battle. 
Ahmed, a few days after, once more tried 
his fortune againft the Mogul forces, and 
was again defeated ; but this able foldier, 
far from beiiig difmayed by thefe failures, 
at the very point when his fortune feemed 
to be moll defperate, fuddenly turned the 
rear of the imperial army, and with a cho- 
len body of cavalry pufhing to the eall- 
ward, nothing was heard of him for two 
days, and it was univerfally imagined that 
he had gone off towards Candahar, when 
he feemed to fpring up out of the earth be- 
fore Sirhind, which immediately furren- 
dered to him. Having levied a hafly con- 
tribution in that place, and plundered the 
neighbouring country, he retired as ra- 
pidly as he had advanced, and pafling 
within four miles of the Mc^ul army in 
G 3 the 
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th« Ofght, proceeded towards the Puajabit 
carrying with him Fyzoola Khan and Ah- 
doola Khan, the two fons of Allee Ma- 
hummed whom the Rohilla had left as 
hoftages of his fidelity, on his appointment 
to Sirhind,— as before mentioned. Thefe 
young men had accompanied the Vizier 
thus far, on his march to oppofe Ahmed 
Abdallee ; and had been ordered to remain 
at Sirhind, by which means they fell into 
the invader’s hands, who confidered them 
as the moft valuable part of his acquifition 
In this defultory incurfion ; as, by his 
power over them, he would be able to fc- 
cure the neutrality of Allee Mahummed 
(whofe abilities and cnterprifingdifpofition 
he was well acquainted with) — and even 
to render him fubfervient to his future 
views upon Hindoftan. 

The command of the Mogul army, 
which ftlll remained to the weft ward as a 
check upon Ahmed Abdallee, devolved 
upon the gallant Meet Munnoo, fon of 

the 
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tb< deceafed Vizier, who had iign&Uy di- 
ftingulfhed himielf in the late adious. 

The old Sultan, Mahummed Shah, 
iKver recovered the ftiock which he fuf- 
tained in the death of his favourite, the 
faithful Kummir-ad deen ; — he died Ihort* 
ly after, and was fucceeded in the imperial 
dignity by his fon /Mimed, who appointed 
Sefdar Jung, the Subadar of Owde, to the 
high office of tiie Vharet. 

Confderlng all circumllanccs, the re- 
pulfe of the Abdaliee was certainly an 
event which could fcarcely have been ex- 
pe(fted, — and ferved, for the moment, to 
keep alive the dying embers of the royal 
power. — But, uhilft fome remains of the 
empire were thus preferved in one qviartcr, 
many of its provinces were alienated in 
another. 

It has already been ob ferved that Alice 
Mahummed ftill entertained Ixjpes of being 
able, lome time or other, to recover the 
I^ 4 jagheers 
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Jagbeers and other teavres which he had 
pofldled in Rohilcund. 

On bis arrival at Sirhind, he immediately 
began to call together his fcattered banditiij 
whom he gratified with whatever he could 
glean from the country which had in fo 
weak a manner been entrufled to his 
charge ; and in qonfequence of his lavifh 
profufenefs to his followers, could make 
no remittances of revenue -to Delhi ; — he 
was, however, deterred from undertaking 
any thing openly, for the prefent, by the 
tircumftance of Meer Munnoo being for 
fome time encamped near Sirhind with the 
advanced divifron of the royal forces. 
When he heard that the Vizier was about 
to march from Delhi with the remainder 
of the Mogul army, in order to form a 
jundion with Munnoo, he withdrew to 
Gungapore, a town about fixteen miles 
diftant from Sirhind, under pretence of 
collecting the rents of that Purgunna, but 
in reality to avoid an interview with the 
miuiUer, and to evade any demands which 

might 
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maght be him in the prefcht h^i 

gency : — and, as foon as he tinderftood 
that the Vizier had paflcd Sirhind, he pro- 
ceeded immediately to the Ganges, and cr6n> 
fing that river at Biceghaut, marched dired- 
ly into the heart of Kohilcund ; and being 
there joined by thegrcateft part of his old 
retainers, prefently poflefled himfelf of all 
the countries which had formerly been in 
his hands, as well as the Jagheers of Kum- 
mir-ad-deen, Sefdar Jung, and others, 
comprehending almoft the whole of Kut» 
tHhcr." 

Asa great part of the royal forces had 
been withdrawn from thefe provinces to 
reinforce the main army under the Vizier, 
the few who were left never attempted aiiy 
oppofitlon to AUee Mahummed.- — Some 
of the commanders he bought over to his 
Interert ; others he drove away ; and the 
circumflances of the time preventing the 
poffibllity of any mcafures being thkeii fo 
remedy his defedion, he was left at full 
liberty to purfue every ftep winch might 

be 
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be oecefiary for his eftablifliment. He* 
by contributions and other means, raifed 
confiderable fums, which he employed in 
levying troops, providing artillery-ftores, 
building Tome forts and repairing others ; 
and made fo rapid a progrefs in his fchemes, 
that when the government at Delhi was 
reftored to tranquillity, he found himfelf 
able to make his own terms with the new 
Vizier ; and in confequence of a private 
barg^n with the minifter, obtained from 
the Emperor, foon after his acceffion, grants 
of all thofe territories he had lately feized, 
including the Jaghecr of Moradabad, be- 
longing to Kummir-ad-deen, but which 
had been vacated by his death, that of the 
Nizam confiding of the dlfl:ri£l: of Barelli, 
that of Sefdar Jung confifting of Dam- 
poor and Shecikootch, together with other 
edates of many principal Ainras ; fo that 
in fadl, (if the grants of an impotent prince 
could be faid to bellow any additional title) 
AUec Mahuramed procured, as a fubjefl 
of the Mogul government, a full and legal 

authority 
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authority over the whole of Kuttaher*, 

Nothing can afford fo flrong an inilance 
of the deplorable imbecility to which the 
court of Delhi was at this period reduced, 
and of the corruption or infatuation which 
reigned in its councils, than this condufi 
towards a man whofe whole life had exhi- 
bited a continual feries of refiftance, and 
contempt of the imperial authority.— ‘We 
have juft fecn an effort made to repel a 
formidable foreign foe, attended with fuc- 
cefs ; whilft, from a want of interior po- 
litical ftamina, every Zimeendar railed the 
ftandard of rebellion with fuccefs, every 
lawlefs ruffian committed his enormities 
without fear of punllhment, and every fpe- 
cies of rapine and devaftation were perpe- 
trated without reftraint !— but to return. 

Alice Mahummed finding hiinfelf at 
length permanently fixed in what had fo 
long been the objeft of his wilhes, began 
immediately to fettle the interior pplice of 

* A. H. 1157— A, D, 1746. 

the 
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the territory under proper regulations t 
and, that he might not be incommoded by 
the incurfions of the petty Rajahs, who 
held tracts along the foot of the Cummow 
hills, he rooted out all thofe from whom 
he had any apprehcnfions, and drove them 
to the other fide of the Ganges, without 
any regard to their prior right in thofe 
lands, which had been the feats of their 
anceftors for many centuries. This was a 
mode of asking diametrically oppofite to 
what had ever been obfervcd by the Ma- 
hommedan fcttlers in Hindofian ; the Ro- 
hilla chief, however, did not flop here ; 
but condufted himfelf towards all the Hin- 
doos of any rank or confequence in Rohil- 
cund (the only name by which Kuttaher 
was after this diftinguilhed) with a cruel 
and unjuftifiable feverity. He deprived 
fuch as were Zimeendars of their lands, 
and the public officers of their employ- 
ments, and filled the places thus vacated 
with his creatures ; fo that in the fpaceof 
a few n)onths the country was put com- 
pletely under a Patan government. This 

decided 



decided mode pf proceeding, although 
harfli and tyrannical, yet was certainly the 
only means of fecurmg Allee Mahummed 
in that abfolute independence at which he 
aimed, as it formed a combination apparent- 
ly too flrong to be fliaken or deranged by any 
meafures the court of Delhi might in fu- 
ture adopt for the recovery of its domi- 
nion, leaving the revenue of every diftri^i 
at his foie dlfpofal, and opening to him the 
raoft fecret fources of intelligence;— and 
accordingly we do not find that, during 
the remainder of his life, any attempt was 
made to difiurb or fubvert the dcfpotic au- 
thority of the Afgans in Rohilcuiid. 

Had the life of Allee Mahummed been 
prolonged, .it is certain that he would have 
raifed this country to a high degree of hap- 
pinefs and profperity ; as, being altogether 
unmolefied by other Interference, he em- 
ployed his whole time in making various 
wife and falutary regulations, placing his 
army on a refpeftable footing, and cor- 
recting and arranging the different depart- 
ments 



88 


HISTORY 0^ Tff« 
of government with d IkUl which 
diftinguifhcd his charafter as much for his 
policy snd prudence in the exercife of 
power, as his preceding actions, for the 
perfeverance and enterprize by which that 
power was acquired. 

But the time food arrived, when Allee 
Mahummed, in common with other fuc- 
cefsful heroes, was to prove and experience 
the idle vanity of all the purfults of ambi- 
tion. 

He had for feme years been fubjeft to pe- 
riodical returns of deafnefs, but without 
any material injury to his health in other 
relpcfts ;-*-this diforder, about fourteen 
months after his reinftatement in Rohil- 
cund, returned upon him with uncommon 
violence, inlbmitch that it is faid he could 
not hear the report of a cannon ; he was 
at the fame time feized with a droply which 
baffled the (kill of the phyficlans ; and 
finding that this laft difeafe increafed upon 
hirti> and that his diffolutlon approached, 

he 
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lie was anxious to put affairs on fuch a 
footing as would fccure the inheritance of 
his territories to his children. 

As all his fons were ffill under age, Al- 
ice Mahummed was fufficiently aware that 
the transfer of the government into any 
o«e hand until their maturity would be 
likely to defeat his intention ; — but he 
hoped by a judicious partition of the whole 
power among a number of the principal 
individuals for that period, to create a coun- 
terpoife of interefts in the community, 
which might eventually operate in favour 
of his heirs. 

He therefore called together all the chief 
perfonsof the Rohilla party ; and it is on 
this occafion that the firfl mention is made 
of Ruhmut Khan and Doondy Khan, 
as bearing any part in the tranfac- 
tions in Rohllcund : the former of thele 
was the uncle and the latter the coulin of 
Alice Mahummed ; — they had heretofore 
moved in a very humble fphere ; but their 

^ See Page 5, 

relation, 
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relatton, upon his final eftahliffioicnt ia 
that quarter, had beflowed upon them the 
charge of fome of bis moih important di<- 
ftrids in the territories of Barellee, and 
Biflbolee. He now conftituted the former 
of thefe Hafiz, or chief Guardian of bis 
children during their minority ; he like* 
wife joined Doondy Khan in the guar* 
dianfhip appointing him commandant 
of the troops. He in their prefence ex- 
ecuted a will, in which he dire£led that, 
until the return of his two eldeft fons, 
Fyzoola Khan and Abdoola Khan, (who 
had been carried off by Ahmed Abdallee 
to Candahar) the fupreme government 
Ihould, under the direiHiion and control 
of the guardians, be verted in his third fon, 
Sydoola Khan ; aiid he received from the 
guardians the moft folemn promifes and 
aflurances of their inviolable attachment to 
all his children, which they ratified by 
oath upon the Koran. Thefe men were, 
of courfe, to be neceflarily entrufted with 
a principal fhare in the executive autho- 
rity but as a check on the dangerous in- 
fluence 
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^Ujp||^„w.ith v^hich they would hereby be* 
CQ^ yeued, he united with them his kiuf- 
pept Niamut JfChan and Slllabut Khan, in 
t!^e general adminihration of affairs. He 
^fo created two principal officers of ftate ; 
/; — Futte Khan, one of his moft favourite 
retainers, who had invariably adhered to 
hjs interefls in every change of his for- 
tune, he nominated to the port: of Khanfa~ 
mm, or fteward ; and Serdar Khan to that 
pf Buxy, or paymafter, to a£l immediately 
under the regents. To all thefe Alice 
Mahummed gav’e the government of dif- 
ferent diflriifts, which they rel'peftively 
fwore to hold in truft for his children. 
The whole were, upon every emergency* 
to confult together for the good of the ge- 
neral flate ; and, in cafe of neceffity, each 
was to lead his proportion of forces into the 
field, and to pay a quota into the grand 
treafury under the Buxy for the difburfe- 
ment of contingencies. Alice Mahum- 
med’s laft care, previous to his deceafe* was 
to difeharge, with a fcrupulous exadlnefs^ 
^11, the arrears due to his troops ; he alfo 
H diflributed 
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diftributed an advance among them to the 
amount of twenty-five lacks of rupees, 
taking an acknowledgement from eveiy 
individual, by which each folemnly bound 
himfelf to ffand by and adhere to the caule 
of his family ; and thefe acknowledge- 
ments were lodged in the ‘Tojhek-Khani, or 
chancery, under the care of Futte Khan, 
khanfaman. 

Alice Mahummed did not long furvive 
the new arrangement of the Rohilla go- 
vernment ; and the circumfiances of his 
death were not lefs remarkable than the 
whole tenor of his life. On the morning of 
his deceafe, he was carried into the Durbar, 
where were aflembled all the principal per- 
fons with whom he cntrufled the manage- 
ment of his territories. — Here he publicly 
declared the particulars of his will, in 
which he had fettled the different divifions 
of the country upon his fons, according to 
a diftribution therein mentioned ; — and in- 
treating their protedlion of his children, he 

ex pi red 
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expired amidft the united murmurs of for* 
rove and applaufe, on the 4th of the fecond 
ytmmdJf in the 1 1 60th year of the Higera*, 
after acquiring a great and lading repota- 
tion among his countrymen. 

Alice Mahummed, at his death, left lix 
fons, whofs names have been already men- 
tionedf ; the two eldeft of thele were ftlll 
with Ahmed Abdallce at Candahar ; the 
remaining fouti— to wit, Sydoola Khan, 
Mahummed- Yar Khan, Allah-Y^r Khan, 
and Murtooza Khan, being yet infants, 
were committed for the prefent to the 
charge of Futte Khan, khanfaman, and 
the guardians provided an adequate eftab- 
lilhment for their fupport. 

The death of Allee Mahummed opened 
the way for feveral attempts to overfet the 
Afgan interefts in Rohilcund, and to drive 
them from their ufurped pofleflions. 


* A. D. 1 749. Page 70. { Page 80. 

H 2 With 
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\Vilh this intention, Kuttub-ad-deen, 
the grandfoa of Azmut Oolah, repaired to 
Delhi, and with eafc obtained a Firman 
for the fucceflion to the Fowjdarrey of Mo- 
radabad. But the power of the court was 
now reduced fo low, that it could not afford 
any affiftance to its fervants to enforce tlie 
royal mandates : orders were every day 
iffued which never were obeyed, and di- 
ftrifts granted which could never be fub- 
dued. — Kuttub-ad-deen fatally experienced 
the truth of this obfervation ; — marching 
into Roliilcund under the fandion of the 
royal commifTion, but with a force by no 
means equal to fuch an undertaking, he 
was met at Dampoor by the Rohilla troops 
under Doondy Khan, who entirely defeat- 
ed him, and put all his followers to the 
fword. 

Scarcely was this difturbance quelled, 
before another more formidable enemy ap- 
peared to contend with. 

Someyears previous to the events wchave 

been 



been relating, the Afgans of the Bungii^ 
tribe had made a fettlewent at Ferrocha- 
bad, which from the fubicquent imbecility 
ai>d increafing weaknefs of the court, had 
fince been (like many other parts of the 
empire) erected into a fort of independent 
principality ; paying only a nominal tri- 
bute, and acknowledging the authority of 
the Mogul government, but without ex- 
hibiting any real proofs of dependance 
upon it, — Kiieem Jung Bungilh was, at the 
period here treated of, chief of that tribe, 
and was fliled “ Nabob of Ferrochabad^' — 
He entertained the fame hopes which had 
deluded Kuttub-ad-deen, of profiting by 
the death of Allee Mahummed, concluding 
that the Afgan chiefs in Rohilcund, being 
deprived of their ufual firm fupport by this 
event, would eafily yield to the firft im- 
preffion he fhould attempt to make in that 
quarter. He accordingly prepared a nume- 
rous army, and a formidable train of artil- 
lery ; and eroding the Ganges on a bridge 
of boats at Futty-Ghur, proceeded up the 
erftern bank of that river, on pretence of 
H 3 feeking 
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inking fatisfaflioo for fomc encroach- 
ments which had been made upon him by 
the Rohillas, and fomc affronts his people 
had received from them in the fmall por- 
tion of his territory which lay on that fide 
of the river. 

The chiefs in Rohilcund, when they 
were certified of Kdeem Jung’s intention, 
were at firft flruck with terror and dlfmay; 
as they were well acquainted with his 
power and bravery, and their government 
had not yet attained a fufficient degree of 
firmnefs to enable it to wlthfland fuch a 
fhock without manifeft danger. The two 
eldeft Tons of Alice Mahummed were more- 
over abfent ; and the third, in whom the 
oflcnfible authority of iheflatewas veiled, 
was as yet a child, wdiofe prefence could 
infpire but little ftability in their councils, 
or valour in the field. The guardians 
therefore fent ambaffadors to Kaeemjung, 
in the moft fuppliant terms, to deprecate 
his refentment, and offering to furrender 
to him the whole territory they were pof- 

fefferl 
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fefled of to the weftward of the Ganges ; — 
they likewife reprefented to him the ill 
policy of the Afgan powers quarrelling 
w'ith and difabling each other, at a time 
when their force fhould rather be combined 
to refift the machinations of their common 
enemies. 

All this reafoning, however, had no 
effect upon Kaeeni Jung, who was deter- 
mined to aim at nothing lefs than the total 
fubjugation of Rohilcund ; and the fumif- 
five profelfions of the chiefs indicating a 
great degree of confufion and alarm, in- 
duced him the more oblfinately to perfilh 
The Rohillas were therefore obliged to pro- 
vide agalnfl; the worft. 

The guardians and other minifters af- 
fembled their forces, and fet young Sy- 
doola Khan at their head, in hopes that 
his prefence, by reminding the foldiers of 
their former fucccfs under his father, might 
be regarded by them as a propitious cir- 
H 4 cuflancc, 
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putndance^ and be attended with Ibi^p 
good efFedt. 

Kieem Jung advanced to Owde, an4 
from thence atnempted, by directing his 
route to the eaftward, to penetrate into the 
heart of Rohilcund. 

Shortly after, the adverfe armies met 
upon the plains of Dowrey, about fourteen 
miles from Owlah, where a bloody engage- 
ment enfued, in which, after a variety of 
fuccefs, Kacem Jung being flain by a match- 
lock fhot, hi§ troops at length gave W'ay, 
and were totally routed. 

The RohillaS after this victory fcized 
on all the poflinions of Kaecm Jung, to 
the eaflward of the Ganges. 

Sefdar Jung, who had by this time ac- 
quired an unbounded authority at Delhi, 
reigning over the Emperor hiinlelf as well 
as the Amrasoi the court with an abfolute 
fway, was much pleafcd at this breach be- 
tween 
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the A%an ^wers, whole growing' 
infhience in the northern provinces was 
greiitly dreaded by him ; and had indeed 
been no inconllderable check upon his am* 
bitious defigns ; — nor was the confequent 
defeat and death of Kaecm Jung lefs agree- 
able to him, as that chief had often treated 
the orders of the fupreme government, and 
the Emperor’s requifitions of fupplies for 
the fervice of the rtate, with the moft con» 
temptuous indifference and negleft ; and 
thefe events afforded an opportunity for 
recovering the dominion of Ferrochabad, 
and fclzing on the treafurcand effefts of the 
dcceafed as a punilhment for his contuma- 
cy. With this defign the Vizier marched 
from Delhi at the head of a confiderable 
force, and invefted Ferrochabad. 

Kaeem Jung’s family having been left 
at Ferrochabad without any proteftion, 
were in no condition to oppofe Sefdar Jungj 
and endeavoured to make their peace, by 
furrendering to him their whole property; 
—but he, in order to prevent any future at- 
tempt 
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tempts to revenge this extortion in behalf 
of the Ewperor, feized Kkeetn Jung's wo^ 
tber, and fbme others of his relations, 
and fent them to the fort of Allehabad ; 
— determining to hold them as hoftages 
for the future demeanour of their party. 

In the mean time, Ahmed Khan Bun- 
gi(h, the brother of Kaeem Jung, after the 
battle of Dowrey, colleded the remains 
of the defeated troops at Maw, Here he 
was joined by his brother’s wife, who had 
contrived to effefl her efcape from Ferroch- 
abad, and brought with her fome money 
and jewels, and a few faithful followers. 
Thcfe propitious events ferved to fupport 
the declining fpirit of the Ferrochabad 
Afgans ; and numbers of them flocked in 
every day from all parts of the country to 
the Handard of Ahmed. This foon ena- 
bled him to proceed to aflion ; and he pre- 
fcntly marched to Ferrochabad, drove the 
troops of Sefdar Jung out of that city, and 
put to death all thole who had been any 

way 
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yrzy inftrumental in the misfortunes of his 
family. 

Rajah Newel Ray, who was a favourite 
retainer of Sefdar, and aded as his deputy 
in the province of Oude, immediately 
marched with a great army from that place 
to attempt the recovery of Ferrochabad. 

Ahmed Khan Bungilh had by this time 
fo much ftrengthened himfelf, that he took 
the refolution of nrarchingout to meet the 
deputy, who had pafled over the Ganges at 
Kinnoge, about thirty miles below Fer- 
rochabad, and was already fome way ad- 
vanced on liis route towards that city. 
Their forces engaged upon the banks of the 
Calli-Nudee (a fmall river which runs in- 
to* the Ganges) and after an obflinate con- 
flii5l, the Rajah being at length flain, his 
troops fled on every quarter. — Ahmed Khan 
purfued them for feveral cofs from the field 
of battle with terrible flaughter ; and fol- 
lowing his blow, hecrolTed the Ganges on 
the bridge of boats which Newel RSy had 

conflrufled 
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comAnf£ted upon thjt river at Hinnoge, and 
marching directly to Oude, feized on all 
the treafure and efFefts of Scfdar Jung. 

The Vizier, incenfed at this overthrow, 
mofl bafely and cruelly caufed all the indi- 
vidualsof theBungifh family, whom he had 
imprifoned, to be put death ; and taking 
forty pieces of the royal artillery from Del- 
hi, marched in perfon with what force he 
could mufter againft Ahmed, who imme- 
diately returned from Oude toward the 
Ganges, and pafllug over on the bridge of 
boats before fnentioned, difpofed a part of 
his troops fo as effeftually to cover the ter- 
ritory of Fcrrochabad, and with the re- 
mainder prepared diretlly to meet and en- 
gage the royal forces. This boldnefs in- 
timidating the cowardly Vizier ; and after 
fome (kirmilhes, in which Ahmed Khan 
was generally fucceftful, the contending 
parties at length met on a large plain near 
the village of PaiUdru^ within twelve 
miles of Fcrrochabad, where enfued one 
of the fierceft engagements recorded in the 

ftruggles 
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iltyggles of the declining empire.- At 

firft, the aiftion, from the fuperiority of 
forces (particularly artillery) feemed ra- 
ther to incline in favour of the royal army ; 
but during the hottefl: part of thc-engage- 
ment there fuddenly arofe a fand-Jlorm^ 
(common in thofe parts of India) which 
blew with violence dire£lly in the faces of 
the Moguls ; and the Afgans, improving 
this advantage, rufhed on in the bofom of 
a thick cloud of duft, and charged their 
enemies withirrefiftible impetuofity. — The 
Vizier’s troops being blinded by the fand, 
could neither judge of the number, nordi- 
ftinguifh the attack of their aflailants ; 
their panick was increafed by the whirl- 
wind and darknefs which furrounded them, 
and in a few minutes they gave way and 
fled with the utmoft precipitation. All 
the Vizier’s artillery was taken, and his in- 
fantry cut off to a man. — He himfelf ef- 
caped with difficulty, and two days after 
arrived at Delhi in a tranfport of rage and 
defpair. He now refolvcd, at all events, 
utterly to extirpate the Afgans, and to 
1 riik 
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rilk the exigence of his own power, and 
of the ruinous remains of the empire, to 
efiedl his purpofe, by calling in the aid of 
the Hindoo powers, whofe alliance was 
fcarcely lefs deftruftive than their enmity. 

In purfuance of this refolution, he drew 
the whole of the money out of the royal 
treafury ; and finding this to be infufficient, 
laid Delhi and the neighbouring country 
under a heavy contribution. — He next en* 
tered into a treaty with the Mahratta 
chiefs, Apa-Jee and Mulhar-Row, pro* 
curing their alliance by giving them a large 
fum in advance, and bonds to a confidera- 
ble amount, in confequencc of which they 
joined him with a body of fifty thoufand 
horfe. — By fimilar means he procured the 
afliftance of SoorSj Mull with a number of 
J3ts. 

With thefe united forces the Vizier ad* 
vanced once more towards Ferrochabad. 

Ahmed Khan prepared to oppofe them j 

but 
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but finding himfelf unable to contend, alone, 
with (b powerful a confederacy, heappliedto 
the Rohiila chiefs for affiftance, reprefcnt- 
ing this as a common caufe, in which the 
whole of the Afgan powers fliould feel 
thcmfelvcs equally concerned. Thefe 
chiefs, however, were much averfe to in- 
volving themfelves in a quarrel, from the 
moft favourable iffue of which they could 
derive no ellential benefit, and in cafe^of 
defeat had every think to fear ; — they 
would not, therefore, pay any attention to 
this reprefen tation ; upon which Ahmed 
Khan fent his mother, who was a woman 
of great art, and poffefled of a mafculine 
underftanding, to endeavour to negotiate 
an alliance with the Rohillas, and to fettle 
all matters of difpute that had arilen be- 
tween them and Kaeem Tung:. 

The Begum accordingly repaired to Kut- 
taher, and applied feverally to the chiefs, 
but to no purpofe ; they declared “ that 
“ they had no obje£lion to compromife 
“ every difpute wdth the Bungilh family ; 

“ but, 
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** buf, that they could by no means think 
“ of involving themfelves in a new quat- 
“ rel with the united forces of the £mpe- 
“ ror, the J^ts, and the Mahrattas, the 
event of which muft, in Ibme refpefts, 
be prejudicial to them, and might prove 

“ totally runious to their interefts.” 

As a laft refource, the old Begum waited oil 
•Sydoola Khan, and ufing every artful inll- 
nuation that could flatter his vanity or in- 
flame his ambition, at length perfuadcd 
him to take a part in Ahmed’s quarrel with 
the Vizier, notwithftanding the flrong rc- 
monftrances of the guardians and other 
ancient chiefs he accordingly prepared 
to join Ahmed, accompanied only by Fut- 
tecKhau and his troops, as Hafiz RahmuC 
and Doondee Khan fo entirely difapproved 
of this ralh proceeding, that they politivdy 
refufed to take any part in it. 

The Rohillas do not appear, on this oc- 
cafion, to have afled with much lyftema- 
tick prudence. — By permitting a of 
their forces to join Ahmed Khan they drew 

upon 
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upoa tbem&lv«s tlw refeonnent of » 
power which, if fuccefsful in the firA in* 
ftance, they would not be able to with* 
{land ; — or, by liiflfering a narrow and 
felhdk policy to outweigh every more re- 
mote confideration, they, in the wilful 
facrihce of a natural ally, laid the founda- 
tion of their own misfortunes. 

Whilft thcle tranfaflions took place in 
Rohilcund, Ahmed Khan, in the mean 
time, finding himfelf utterly unable to at- 
tempt any oppofilion againll the prodigious 
force of the Vizier, evacuated Ferrocha- 
bad, and croffing the Ganges at Futty 
Ghur, deftroyed the boats upon that river 
for many miles, and joined Sydoola Khan 
at Amraopore. — ^The whole Afgan force, 
when united, did not much exceed fifteen 
thoufand men, 

Sefdar Jung, when he arrived at Fer- 
rochabad, finding that place defojate,^ im- 
mediately difpatched a body of jMahratta 
I horfe 
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Ijorfe tafeize the boats at Ramgaut, aboi^t 
feveaty miles fiigber up the riyer. 

It would appear that the allied army of 
the Afgans was not properly difpofed, or 
that the commanders were not fufficiently 
a£tive in defending the paflages of the ri- 
ver, which Sefdar Jung, in a few days, 
crofled at the above place, with little oppo- 
fition. This neceflarily obliged the Af- 
gans, who had before advanced to the fouth- 
ward, to fall haftily back in order to co- 
ver Rohilcuud. Sefdar Jung halted for 
ibme days at Afidpore, near the fords, 
and from thence wrote to Sydoola Khan 
and Futtee Khan, requiring them imme- 
diately to forfake the Bungilh cluef, and 
repair to the royal Randaid.— He alfp dif- 
patched Finnans in the name of the Empe- 
ror, to the other Rohilla chiefs, demand-; 
ing the Mogul government’s proportion of 
the revenues for the lall three years, which 
they had never rendered any account of. 

The guardians now felt the fatal effedts 

of 
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of that equivocal and indecifive mode of 
conduct which they had adopted, in fuf- 
fering one of their body to engage in this 
difpute. They found themfelves involved, 
and they muft either take an adlive part, 
and openly rebel againft the acknowledged 
authority of their fovereign, or fubmit to 
fuch terms as might be impofed upon 
them. It may readily be conceived that 
they adopted the former alternative in- 

fiead, therefore, of returning any dired 
anfvver to the aforefaid demand, they pro- 
pofed to join the other confederate Afgans 
with their forces, in order to oppofe tho 
Vizier ; — but before this jundtion could be 
effedled, Sefdar Jung, aware of their in- 
tentions, marched direSly to attack Ahmed 
Khan and his allies, who fell back at his 
approach, wilhing to avoid an adlion until 
they fliould be reinforced ; but the impe- 
rial forces ftill continuing to prefs upon 
therrf, a battle enfued in the neighbour- 
hood of Iflamaagurr, fourteen miles from 
Biflbolee, in which the Afgans, from the 
I 2 irrcliftable 

, «r 
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frreS/jtable fuperiontf of the enemy f werp 
ibou tota^y rpute^ and di^er^d. 

Aa univerfal panick immediately fpread 
among all the Afgana throughout the Ro- 
hilla territories.— The guardians carried o§^ 
Allee Mahummed's children to Owlah, 
and finding no fafcty there, fled with their 
families and treafure to a flrong pofl in the 
Cummhw hillsy a ihort diflance above LolU 
d&ng.— Here they intrepched themfelves, 
and rendered their fituacion impregnable 
againfl any fudden attack ; which they were 
allowed abundant leifure to accpmplifh by 
the naccountable dilatorinefs of their ene* 
mies, who, inftead of profecuting their 
blow with vigour, halted near the field of 
battle fcveral days, and afterwards ad> 
vanced towards the hills by very caly 
marches.— — At length, when the impe- 
rial troops arrived before the poft which 
fhe Rohillas occupied, Sefdar Jung, judge- 
Ing it extremely hazardous to attempt an 
attack, refolved to form a fort of blockade, 
in hopes reducing them by famine ; and 

when 
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vfhea his heavy srtilkty Arrived ^wbkb 
2iad bees delayed ia their approach by ehe 
thicknefs of the woods and the baduefs of 
the roads) he commenced a cannonade 
againift the Rohilla n^-orks, but with littlA 
The A fgans« during thpic o|)eratiQn8^ 
made many iallies, and Tome with conlt- 
derabie fuccefs : they alfo found means to 
be fuppUed with provifions from the hills 
in their rear fufficient to fublift them foe 
Ibme months;— -but they became (ickljT 
from the unhealthfiilnefs of the place in 
which they were pent up, and muft ibon 
have been reduced, had not the intrigues 
of the court, and the (Hl^uAions Sefdsr 
Jung met with in his owm army, contri* 
buted to their deliverancei 

Whilft the Vizier was profecuting hts 
operations againft the Rohillas^ advices 
were received from Delhi that Ahmed Ah* 
dallee,. having repulfed the royal forces, was 
marching againft that place with a large 
army ; determined, as was fuppofed, to 
depofe Ahmed Sh^> andeftablilh bimfelf 
I 3 upon 
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upoajthe imperial throne. The Emperor; 

the fame time, wrote to the Vizier with 
his own hand, requiring him in the moll 
prefling terms to return directly to court ; 
- and he moreover found himfelf greatly em- 
barralTed by the clamours of his allies, the 
J^ts and Mahrattasr who were already 
weary of the tedious fcrvice in which he 
had engaged them, and which was fo ill 
fuitcd to their ideas and habits of warfare ; 
—a fevere licknefs, alfo, began to rage 
in his camp. In the perplexity occa- 
fioned by all thele untoward circumftances, 
Sefdar Jung’found himfelf, unwillingly, 
conllrained to accede to the offer propofed 
to him by the Rohillas ; and he agreed to 
grant them a peace, on the flender foundation 
of their delivering him bonds to the amount 
of fifty lacks of rupees, to be difchargedoutof 
the enfuing colleftions of the country ; 
with a promife of paying every year in fu- 
ture, a peijhhujh, or quit-rent, of five lacks 
to the Emperor, of whom they folemnly 
profelTed to hold their territories in fealty. 
The bods, the obligations of which the 

Rohillas 
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Kohlllas had not the moft dlftant idea of 
ever fulfilling, were delivered by Sefdar 
Jung to the Mahratta commander, Mulhar 
Row, as a fecurity for a part of the fubfidy 
ftiil remaining due to him * i and, on the 
before-mentioned terms, the Afgans were 
reinftated in all their former pofleflions, 
and affairs in Rohilcund once more bore the 
appearance of tranquillity +. 

The circumftance which had fo fudden- 
ly recalled the Vizier to Delhi, proved to 
be only a falfe alarm. 

Ahmed Abdallce had pafled the y?- 
ndub and laid the country to the eaft- 


* It may not here be improper to rertiark that thi» 
event, however remotely, may be confidered as the ori- 
gin of all the fubfequent revolutions in Rohilcund; 
being the foundation of the Mahratta claims in that 
quarter. 

•j* A. H. 1164.— A. C. 1753. 

\ One of the five rivers which, watering the terri- 
tory of Punjab, fall into the Indus in the province of 
JUiultan* 

I 4 


ward 
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warB of that river under coatributioD 
ibut it does not appear that be bad 
any ferther inteiudons at that time; as, 
on the approach of a part of the Mo- 
gul army under Meer Munnoo, he agaki 
retreated towards Candah&r, without of- 
fering to come to aflion. This defultory 
expedition, however, afforded an opportu- 
nity to fome of the Afgan Amras at corirt, 
who favoured the caufe of the Rohillas, 
and hated the Vizier, to impede the opera- 
tions of the latter, by greatly exaggerating 
the danger of the empire from the incur- 
fions of the Abdillees ; and the Emperor, 
as we have feen, weakly entered into the 
views of ihefe noblesi, in prefling him to 
return. Thus was loft the only opportu- 
nity that perhaps fhould ever occur, of to- 
tally fubverting the power of the rebellious 
Afgans, and reducing thefe provinces to 
complete fubjeftion. 

It was on thisincurfion that Ahmed Ab- 
dfillce, in order to attach the Rohillas to 
his interefl, releafed Abdoola Khan and 

Fyzoola 
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Pyzooii KhtOf the ions of Alice Mahiun^ 
txtedf gad loading them wkh prelieiits, per- 
mitted them to depart fjr Lahore, where 
thej were met by Ibme Rohilia 00 d- 

ers, who conduced them to KutUber,——— 
The Abd^lee, at the fame time, wrote let- 
ters to Hafiz Rahmut and the other chiehi, 
flrongly recommending a Ari 6 l attention to 
the will of Alice Mahummed, and requir- 
ing them to receive and acknowledge thele 
young men and their brnthers as his proper 
heirs, and to eflablifh them forthwith in 
their inheritance. 

On the approach of the brothers, they 
were met at Banghaut itpon the Ganges, 
by the guardians, who received them with 
every poffible mark of diflimSion and re- 
fpefb, and accompanied them to Oulah, 
where their four younger br<^hers at this 
period refided. 

Here the fons of Alice Mahummed 
lived together a fhort time with great cor- 
diality and fatisfadion ; but fome trifling 

' difputes 
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difptites arifing from ib many of them 
reiiding in the fame place, where each was 
attended by a numerous train of dependants, 
whofe frequent fquabbles gave occafion for 
continual altercation, it was judged expe- 
dient by the guardians to feparate them ; 
and, in a general council of the chiefs held 
upon the occafion, it was determined to 
effeft this by invefting them with their in- 
heritance. 

Even in this firft execution of their 
truft, however, the guardians deviated con- 
fiderably from the will of Alice Mahum- 
med 'iriftead of putting his fons into pof- 
iefiion of the refpeilive portions of in- 
heritance therein fpccified, an equal parti- 
tion was made of all his acquifitions and 
ufurpations into three parts, each valued at 
thirteen lacks annual produce, which were 
allotted to the three eldeft brothers refpeft- 
ively ; and the three youngeft were leve- 
rally provided for as coheirs with the 
others. 

By this arrangement, Abdoola Khan 

and 
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and Murtooza Khan got Owlah, and the 
countries to the northward ; Fyzoola Khan 
and Mahummed Yar, Barellee; and Sy- 
doolaKhan and Allah»Yar Khan, Morada- 
bad ; — and a treaty of perpetual fricndlhip 
and alliance being executed by the brothers, 
Sydoola Khan proceeded to take pofleflion 
of liis government at Moradabad, and Ab- 
doola Khan and Fyzoola Khan remained at 
Owlah, 

But, however anxious the guardians 
might appear to eftablifli and fecure the in- 
terefts of their wards by the above parti- 
tion, it is certain they by no means de- 
ligned that it fhould be a Iqfling one. If the 
brothers continued upon terms of mutual 
amity and good underftanding with each 
other, as they mull foon ‘arrive at matu- 
rity, the confequence and power of the 
guardians and other mlnifters throughout 
the country would ceafe of courfe. Under 
this apprehenfion, and adluated by an ambi- 
tion which overlooks every obftacle, and 
overleaps every bound of honour and virtue. 
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they detefnuned to adopt fuch meafures as 
mud e&dually overfet the intentions of 
Ailee Mahummed, and leave the manage- 
ment of the government at all times en- 
tirely in their own power. — ^To obtain this 
end, nothing appeared lb well calculated as 
fowing the feeds of dideulion and diflrud 
among the family of Ailee Madummed: 
as foon, therefore, as Fyzoola Khan and 
his brother were fettled at Owlah, the 
creatures and emiflaries placed about them 
by the guardians begun, by the mod art- 
ful inlinuations, to excite a difagreement 
and jealouly between them, refpeding the 
claims of fome of their followers : this, at 
lirft, occalioned only fome fmall bicker- 
ings, but thefe loon broke out into an open 
quarrel. 

A riot enfued, one morning, among 
their domedicks ; it had originated in Ibme 
very trifling circumdances : but each of 
the brothers warmly cfpoufing the caufe 
of his own fervants, and the minds of all 

being 
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being already fufiiclently ixiflanaed by the 
underhand pradliccs of thofe employed for 
that purpofe, the dillurbance foon became 
general. Both parties flew to arms, — and 
every thing bore the appearance of the 
mofl; alarming infurrei^ion. In the midft 
of this confuiiun, a number of Rohillas 
found an opportunity to gratify their cuf* 
tomary avidity for pillage, by plundering 
the bazars of Owlah.-— At length, night, 
and the interference of Haiiz Rahmut and 
Doondee Khan, helped to quell the uproar. 

The guardians had now a Ipecious pre- 
text for carrying the preface to their pro- 
jected fcheme into execution ; and loon 
after, accufing Abdoola Khan and his ad- 
herents of having been the firft aggreflbrs 
in the foregoing affray, they fentenced 
him to be deprived of his lhare in the go- 
vernment, and banifhed him to the other 
fide of the Ganges - thither he was 
voluntarily accompanied by his brothers, 
Allah Yar andMahummed Yar. This vio- 
lent meafure, however, excited fuch uni- 
ycrfal difguft among the numerous retai- 
3 ners 
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nei’s to Alice Mahummcd’s family, that the 
guardians Iboii found themfelves conftrain- 
cd to make fome alteration in their plan ; 
—therefore, after having prcvioufly fuper- 
feded the feniority of Abdoola Khan by in- 
vefting his brother Sydoola Khan with the 
odenfible infignia of authority, they 
thought proper to recal the former, and 
fettled upon him the diftri(fls of Sehfwan, 
Oojanee and Shiddad-Naggurr, producing 
between four and five lacks annual revenue, 
and to the fecond of the above places he 
Ihortly after retired, determining altogether 
to feclude himfelf from any farther con- 
cern in publick affairs.- ' " At the fame 
time, under pretence of the youth and in- 
experience of Fyzoola Khan, the guardi- 
ans took out of his hands the management 
of thofe countries which had fallen to his 
lot in the general partition, and fettled 
upon him a fmall diflridt of five lacks, in- 
cluding the Purgunnas of Rampore, Shaw- 
bad and Chatcheet ; and Fyzoola Khan 
foon after repaired to the city of Rampore, 
which place has from that period been his 
principal refidence. 


Having 
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Having thus removed the chief obAacks 
to their views, the guardians proceeded, 
without farther referve, to the completion 
of them, and made the real partition of 
the Rohilla dominion among themfelves, 
which they had intended from the time of 
Alice Mahummed’s death. 

By this new fettlcmeut, Hafiz Rahnaut 
got the diftriils of Barellce and Peeleabcte; 
Moradabad fell to the /hare of Doondy 
Khan, together with the country extend- 
ing from thence to the city of Biffbolee ; 
— and the diltriils of (^wlah, Budavon, 
Owfie, Koot and Ahrat were equally di- 
vided between Sirdar Khan, the Buxy, and 
Futtee Khan, the Khanfaman; an acquifi- 
tion which was fufficient to detach them 
from the intcrelis of the heirs of their for- 
mer mafter. As no territory was fettled 
upon Sydoola Klian, whom the guardians, 
to ferve their own purpofes, ftill continued 
to fupport in the fiation to which they had 
raifed him, a provlfion was made for him 
by a penfion of eight lacks per annum, of 

which 
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which two were furni0ie<! by the Khanfat 
man, three by Hafiz Rahmut, and three 
by Doondee Kban% No attention whaN 
ever was paid to three younger fens of Al- 
lee Mahutnmed in this adjuilment, and 
they were left either to ftarve, or refpec- 
tively to depend upon their brothers, ac- 
cording to the firft fettlement. — “ Thus” 
(to ufe the emphatick expreffions of the 
Rohilla hiftorian) — “ giving their honour 
** to the winds, and fulFcring the tide of 
** avarice and ambition to fvveep away the 
“ dying irgunftions of their benefadlor in- 
“ to the ocean of oblivion i' the guardians 
♦* ini<^uitoufly deprived the children of 
•* Alice MahumtRe# of their birthright, 
♦f and feized the reins of authority with 
the hand of ingratitude — -But this 

revolution^, although it changed the pro- 
perty, did not make any material alteration 
in the (late with refpefl; to its conftitutional 
arrangement, aqd the publick bufinefs con- 


* A, H. f i6| — A. D. 1754. 


tinned 
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tinoed to be carrkd on ia the fame train as 
formerly, 

Sydoola Khan, who was a young man 
of high fplrit, being exceedingly incensed 
at the lni(]uitous proceedings of Hafiz 
Rahmut, and his colleagues, retired from 
Owlah in difgufl. Murtooza Khan, from 
the fam« motive, went off to Secundera- 
bad, where he foon after died : and his 
brother, Allah Yilr, was about this time 
feized with a confumption, which in a 
few weeks proved fatal to him. 

We have here related all the principal 
domeftick tranfaftions of the Rohillas, un- 
til the ultimate fettlement of their internal 
fyftem: — but they had not, in tho mean 
time, remained idle fpeflators of the con- 
tending ftrugglcs of the various newly-efta- 
blilhed powers around them ; and feveral 
incidents occurred, during the period we 
have been treating of, which, in their events 
greatly tended to the increafe of their po- 
K litical 
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jllitlcal weight and infiaence, as well as to 
the extenhon of their dominion. 

Sefdar Jung, not very long after the 
fruitlcfs event of his laft expedition againft 
the Rohillas, having murdered Juneid 
Khan, the favourite of the Emperor, Ah- 
med Shah, and committed many other 
enormities, was, by that monarcli deprived 
of the Fizaret, and degraded from his 
rank ; in confequence of which he rebelled 
againd his foverelgn, and even befieged 
him in his capital : but he was fruftrated 
in all his efforts, by the fuperior bravery 
and abilities of Ghazee-ad-deen Khan, 
who commanded in Delhi under the Em- 
peror ; and being compelled to relinquifh 
this undertaking, retired to Owde, where 
he fliortly after died, and was fucceeded in 
his dominion by his fon, Suja-al-Dowlah, 
who, however, did not obtain any royal 
deedt by which he might oftenfibly fix his 
claim to the fucceffion, until fbme time af- 
ter. This prince, who, whatever defedls 
of character he might labour under, was 


an 



ROHILLA AFGAKS. I25 

an artful and able politician, forefeeing the 
approaching diftrefles of the empire, totally 
withdrew himfelf for a time from all con- 
nections with the court, and wifely gave 
his whole attention to the regulation of the 
interior oeconomy of his government, and 
the provilion of fuch means of defence as 
might fecure liim from the effeCt of any 
change which Ihould happen to take place 
in the Mogul adminiftration. 

Soon after the deceafe of Sefdar Jung, 
Ghazcc-ad-dcen, who now pofl'eiTed the 
whole power at court, having reafen to ap- 
prehend that Ahmed Shah, who equally 
dreaded and hated him, had formed a plan 
for his deftruCtion, depofed the unfortunate 
Emperor, and deprived him of his fight ; 
and releafing from confinement the prince 
Y§az-ad-deen, who (wdth many others of 
the royal family) had pafifed the greateft 
part of his life within the walls of aprifon, 
fet him upon the throne, under the title 
©f “ Allumgeer the Second'* 



126 HIITOIT OF THS 

^vya«al,-Dowlah had ever dreaded the 
and growing power of Ghazee>ad< 
deen, whofe principles he knew to be as 
flagitious as his ambition was unbounded. 
This tall bold meafure had left all the re- 
maining force and riches of the empire at 
that minlfter’s difpofal ; and he had lately 
made fome overtures to an alliance with 
Ahmed Khan Buugiih (who on the capi- 
tulation of the Rohillas to Sefdar Jung 
hid been fufFered to return toFerrochabad, 
and to re-eftabllfli himfelf there) by flat- 
tering him with a promiie of appointing 
him to tjic, office of Meer Buxj, or pay- 
mafler o^^ the empire, evidently with a 
view to procure his afliftance in a plan 
which Ghazee-ad-deen had at this time 
formed for the conquefl of Oude, as a fief of 
the Mogul empire, the grant of which had 
ceafed 911 the death of the former SubadSr. 

Suja-al-Dowlah was not a little difcon- 
ccrted upon the difcovery of the minifter’s 
defigns ; and as he was willing to embrace 
every polfible means of ftrengthening him- 
felf 
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^ agaioft tbe ap|)roadiiiig d^eir, fnt 
difpatched ambaf&dors witli coiifi<krabl6 
prefents to the Rohilla chiefs, end wrote 
a letter to young Sydoola Khah, (whole 
elder brothers had not, as yet, been libent- 
ted by Ahmed Adillee) requelHng his 
friendlhip, and reprelendng how much the 
common Interell of all independent ftatef 
was concerned in withftanding the ptefent 
intentions of the miniller. 

The chiefs, on the receipt of the Suba- 
d^r of Oude’s letters, did not long delibe* 
rate on what part they Ihould aft. — ^They 
well knew that, in the event of the fubjn- 
gation of Suja-al*Dowlah, their own over- 
throw would be a certain confequence ; as 
they had already incurred tbe penalties of 
difobedience and breach of faith by neg- 
lefting to fulfil any one of the articles of 
their late capitulation ; and, in cafe of 
being attacked by Ghazee-ad*deen, had no* 
thing to hope for from the faftions at court, 
which had formerly impeded the oper^iont 
of Sefdar Jung. They therefore returned a 
K ^ favourable 
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fai^ourable aufwer, and, within a fe^ 
weeks, entered into a formal treaty of alli- 
ance with Suja-al-Dowlah ; each party 
mutually engaging to fupport the other 
againft all enemies. 

Mean time, Ghazec-ad-deen having ef- 
fe£led his treaty with Ahmed Khan Bun- 
gilh, arrived at Ferrochabad with a confi- 
derablearmy; and was there joined by that 
chief with a body of twenty thoufand Pa- 
tins.— From hence he marched to Mindy- 
Ghant, and conftruftlng a bridge of boats 
upon the Ganges, advanced to Goojer-poor, 
on the caftern fide of the river, and dif- 
patched a meflage to Suja-al-Dowlah, de- 
manding in the Emperor’s name, the im- 
mediate ceflion of the country ; and re- 
quiring him forthwith to deliver up the 
treafurc and jewels of his deceafed father, 
forfeited by his difobedience and rebellion. 
To this peremptory meflage the Nabob re- 
turned an evafive anfwer, and opened a nc- 
gociation with Ghazec-ad-deeii, merely 
with a view to create delay : he had, in 

the 
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the Interim, repeatedly difpatched exprefi^ 
to the Rohillas, informing them of the 
imminent danger in which he tfood.--— 
At length, the chiefs colle£ting the whole 
of their forces, proceeded to his relief. 

As the Rohilla army amounted to up- 
wards of thirty thoufand men, Ghazee-ad-' 
deen judged it prudent to endeavour to draw 
them off from their connection with the 
Subadar ; and for this purpole he caufed a 
Firman, under the royal feal, to bedirefted 
to Sydoola Khan, “ requiring the afliftance 
“ of the Afgans againft the rebellious Ion 
“ of the traitor, Sefdar Jung.”— The Ro- 
hillas, however, underftood their own in- 
teniil too well to join in the views of the 
minifter, as they were fully aware of the 
depth of his policy and the boldnel's and 
extent of his defigns, and knew that the 
inevitable confequence of Suja-al Dow- 
lah’s defeat mull be their own extirpation 
from their alTumed dominion in Kuttiher. 
—They therefore adhered firmly to the 
caufe of their ally, infilled on the royal 
K 4 forces 
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for^pes immediately evacuacia^ his territo* 
ties, tad took po{l la fach a dtuatioa that 
Ghazee-ad'deen could not have attempted 
to advance without riikiag an engagement ; 
and apprehending that his army would by 
no means be an equal match for the united 
forces of his opponents, the miniller agreed 
to compromife the bufinefs with Suja-al- 
DowUh for the fmall fum of five lacks of 
rupees, and an obligation to pay to the 
Emperor an annual tribute to the fame 
amount in future ; and the calh being paid, 
and the proper bonds executed by the Na- 
bob, and guaranteed by the counter-figna- 
ture of Sydoola Khan in the name of the 
Kohilia Hates, the royal forces returned to- 
wards Ddihi ; and the Rohillas marched 
back to their own country. 

it was about this period that Ahmed* Ab- 
d&llee releafed the two eldeil fons of Alka 
Mahummed, as before mentioned. 

The northern provinces of BindoHao had 
already fuSered much from the inteiiine 

broils 



A96Airi* tff 

broils of thdr rulers, when a new andf 
more tkdrudive convuliioa took place, 
which ibou reduced many of them to t 
flate of general defolation. 

Soon after the Rohillas had returned from 
Oude, the Mahrat/as, encouraged by the 
debility of the court, and the prefent dif- 
cordant Rate of all the MulTulman powers, 
invaded the Dodb with a conliderable army, 
and fpread their ravages over the whole 
country between the Ganges and the Jum- 
na, until they reached the territories of 
Nijeeb-al-DowIah, of whom it may be 
here ueceffary to give fomc account. 

This extraordinary man was an Afgan of 
the Kummer-Khail tribe, who had, in his 
early youth, come from the mountains of 
Gandahar , to leek his fortune under his un- 
cle, Bilharet iChan. W^ith him he followed 
the Randard of Alice Mahummed, and the 
uncle dying, fucceeded to his command tm* 
der that adventurer.— -Alice Mahummed, 
on bis final eRablifhmeut in Rohilcund, 

had 
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bad rewarded bis fervices with a grant of 
a fmall diftrid which forms the northern 
part of that province. 

After Alice Mahummed’s death, Nijeeb- 
al“Dowlah ftill remained firmly attached 
to the iuterefts of the Rohillas ; and in 
their laft war with Sefdar Jung, when 
they took refuge in the hills, he remarka- 
bly fignalized himfelf in their defence ; and 
on feveral occafious, by his valour and 
good conduit, greatly retarded the ap- 
proaches of the enemy; in confequence of 
which, when affairs were fettled, he had 
fome additions made to his diftriits ; and 
Doondy Khan beflowedupon him hiseldeft 
daughter in marriage. — Thus ftrengthened 
and conneded, he was joined by a multi- 
tude of Afgan freebooters, and by' their 
means pofleffed himfelf of all that valua- 
ble trad of country ftretching weftward 
from the Ganges to the diftrid of Siharen- 
pore, along the foot of the hills, and fouth- 
ward almofl to the gates of Delhi ; and as, 
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la the present di/lradions of the ea)pire,i 
there were no immediate claimants to dif> 
pule bis right, he fbon eftabliflied himlelf 
in this quarter. From hence he repaired 
to court, where all ranks and orders of fo- 
ciety fecKied to be confounded, and every 
individual, ho%vever infamous, was at li- 
berty to raifc himfelf to dlftin£tion by the 
force of his abilities, or the power of his 
arm. — Here he conduflcd himfelf with 
fuch addrefs as foon ingratiated him with 
forae of the leading men, and Ghazee-ad- 
deen, confcious of his inability to difpofefs 
him of the country he had feized, and in 
hopes of rendering him fubfervient to his 
future views, obtained for him from Ah- 
med Shah a royal grant of all thofe terri- 
tories : thus he loon grew into great con- 
ftquence, and afterwards became a power- 
ful fupporter of the Rohilla interefts. 

On the approach of the Mahrattas^ as 
already related, Nijecb-al-Dowlah col- 

leded 
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hu forces together, in ordef to 6p* 
pole thefe powerful invaders; but, afler 
Ibme Ikirmilhes, finding he was unable to 
trithfland them in the open field, he threw 
hnnfelf, with the greateft part of his 
forces, into fome ftrong entrenchments at 
SMker-Tdll upon the weftern bank of 
the Ganges, and wrote to his friends at 
Kuttiher for afli fiance ; in confequence of 
which the chiefs immediately difpalched 
Buxy Sirdy Khan with his forces to Ni- 
jecb-al-Dowlah’s aid, and wrote to Suja- 
al'Dowlah,* requiring of hittf, in the prtffent 
exigency, a return of thofe good offices 
which they had rendered him fome months 
^o; in conformity to which, the 5uba- 
dir colledted together fome of his troops, 
and advanced by rapid marches towards 
the feene of action. 

In the mean time, a body of Mahrattas 
erofied the Ganges at a ford ntzx Hirdewar^ 
and laid wafte all the portion of Nijeeb-al- 
I>owkh’s country which was fituated to 
the eaflward of that river ; continually 

eluding. 
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eluding, by the rapidity of their movements^ 
every attempt of the Rohillas to bring them 
to action ; but on the approach of Suja*al- 
Dowlah, they thought it mod: advileable (o 
retreat. On the junftion of the Subad&r of 
Owde with the Afgans, the whole prepared 
to pafs the Ganges and attack the MahraN 
tas in the Doab ; but, on receiving intelli- 
gence of this deiign, the latter railed the 
blockade by which they had hitherto con- 
Haed Nijeeb-al-Do^vlah within his in- 
trench ments,|^nd having plundered all the 
o^fe’Counfiy, retired towards Agra.— — 
Yhe Rohillas Rill remained in the held; 
but Soja-al-Dowlah, on the Mahrattas 
going off, returned to Oude. 

It was at this period that Ahmed AbdM- 
lee directed his attention a fecond time to» 
wards HindoRau. 

He had long been checked in his deiigns 
upon this fide by Meer Munnoo, who with 
great valour and good conduft protefled 
for a time the fliattered remains of the em- 
pire 
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pire towards the Punjdb. — Unfortunately, 
this gallant general was killed by an acci- 
dent: and the royal army were fo difpirited 
by this event, and fell into fuch diforder 
from the want of a proper leader, that 
Ahmed Abdallee with cafe eftablilhed him- 
felf in all the province of Lahore, took 
that city with little oppofition, and obliged 
the Mogul forces to fall back to Sirliind. 

It would be difficult to paint a more dif- 
trefsful fcene than what the court at Del- 
hi at this time exhibited. Allumgeer If. 
the wretched reprefentative of the houfeof 
Timur, found himfelf furroutided by the 
faflions of contending nobles, who, utterly 
devoid of every fentiment of loyalty and at- 
tachment, fupported him in the nominal 
afl'umptions of regal dignity, merely with 
a view to render him fubfervleat to their 
fchemes of ambition ; and were ready at 
any time to take him otT by the bowl or 
the dagger, when it (hould fuit their pur- 
pofe. 


Soon 
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Soon after the death of Mccr Munnoo, 
this unhappy prince privately invited Ah- 
med Abdallee to Delhi, and befought his 
prote6tion againft his own fervants. 

The Candahar prince had reafons 
fufficient to induce him to comply readily 
with this rtqueft. He therefore marched 
from J-ahore with an army of feventy 
thoufand Durances; and whilft upon his 
march, he wrote to the Ions of Alice Ma- 
hummed (whom he had lately fet free) 
and to the other Rohilla chiefs, requiring 
their afliftance in fettling the affairs of the 
empire ; and promifing them fuch rewards 
as, by their means in forwarding his mea- 
fures, he might be enabled to bellow upon 
them. — He wrote to the fame effedl to Ni- 
jeeb-al-DowIah ; that chief, however, was 
conftrained from political motives to dif- 
femble, as he held a high office under 
Ghazee-ad-deen ; and the miniller having 
relblved to march againll the Durdnees, 
Nijeeb-al-Dowlah joined him, for the pre- 
fent, with his troops ; but fecretly pledged 

himfelf 
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ttimfelf to the King (wbgfe iple defire was 
Qverthrow Ghazee-ad-deen) that be 
would go ever to Ahmed AbdAUee on the 
very firft opportunity ; and he even gave 
that prince private intimation of his dcfigo. 
The chiefs in Rohilcund tuok^ more open 
and decided part in favour of Ahmed Ab- 
d^lee. On the receipt of his letters, Fy- 
zoola Khan, with two of his brothers, pro- 
ceeded to Slrhind, where they found the 
Candahar prince ; and giving him many 
valuable prefents, affured him of the inva- 
riable attachment of the Rohillas to his 
iuterells. 

From Sirhind Ahmed Abdallec advanced 
towards Delhi. — Gha/.cc-ad-decn attempt- 
ed to retard his progrcfs and was pre- 
paring to give him battle, when he found 
himfelf luddenly del'ertcd by Nijeeb-al- 
Dowlah and his forces, which confti- 
tuted a chief part of his army. Tlic miui- 
fler fqon perceived the fiiare into which he 
bad fallen ; but his abilities enabled him 
to ward olf the ruin intended by it : with 

a decifivc 
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a dccifivepromptittide* and a confidence in 
the honour of bis enemjTf which are fel- 
dotn feen in that part of the world, he de- 
livered himfelf up to the AbdiUlee, and 
foon found means to allay the relentment 
and conciliate the favour of that prince ; 
mean while, the AbdUUee marched unmO- 
lefted to Delhi, which city he entered on 
the eleventh day of September, 1 75". 

He had here an interview with the Em- 
peror, of whom he demanded a fubjidy to 
defray the eXpence of this expedition, 
which heprofed^ to have been undertaken 
entirely at his inAigatlon. The weak mo- 
narch gave him authority under his fcal to 
levy acontribution upon this account, to the 
amount of acrort of rupees, on Delhi and 
the adjacent country ; and this exa£iion 
being inforced with exceeding feverity, 
fome difturbanccs arofe in the courfe of it, 
the coafequence of which was a dreadful 
maifacre and general pillage of the mifera- 
ble inhabitants ; and the unhappy Allum* 
geer faw the refult of the defperalt flej) he 
I, had 
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liid puffued, in the deftruftion of hiscapi- 
t«l, and the overthrow of the lafl remnant 
of the Mogul greatnefs. 

It Were painful to dwell upon fuch hor- 
rid fcetJes : fuffice it to fay that, after hav- 
ing permitted his (bldiers for fifty-fix days 
to commit at pleafure every lawlefs out- 
rage, Ahmed Abdillee reinftated Ghazee- 
ad-dcen in his office, delivered the Empe- 
ror back info the power of that minifter, 
who was nQW become his implacable ene- 
my, and marched fouthward againft the 
Jdts, who had of late erefted a powerful 
eftabliffiment in the countries &bout Agra. 

On this expedition, Ahmed Abdallee 
was accompanied by Hafiz Rahmut with a 
large body of Rohillas. 

Agra was ftill held in the Emperor’s 
name.— Fazil Khan, the governor, fhut 
hh gates, and refufed the Candah^r prince 
•admittance, upon which he befieged it in 
fbrqi ; but-the inhabitants, warned by the 
1 recent 
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i-eccnt fate of Delhi, To well feconded the 
bravery of their governor, that Abm^ 
Abdallee, after lying before the place 
fix weeks, found it advifcable to raife the 
fiegc. He next attacked the J^lS, and 
having taken many of their ftrong holds, 
(which he put into the poflTcflion of the 
Rohilla chiefs,) and plundered all the open 
country round Agra, on the approach oi 
the rainy feafon, he retired into canton- 
ments at Anapflieer, in June, 1758. 

During his ftay at this place, Ahmed 
Abdallee, into whofe hands the preceding 
events had thrown the whole power of the 
fiate, took upon him, under pretence of 
regulating the affairs of the Mogul govern- 
ment, to give away provinces and depofe 
or fet up rulers at pleafure : and as the 
Rohillas had fo entirely coincided in all his 
meafures, he divided among them the di- 
ftrids which he had lately overrun in the 
Dodb: to Nijeeb-al-Dowlah he allotted 
the Jagheer of Secundna ; to Fyroola Khan, 
Shikohabid ; and to Sydoola Khan, Jelia- 
L 2 fer 
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fe^ ^d. Fyrozeabad : and upon 'HaiiRRab* 
-y> ^ t and Dooudj Khan he beilowed' tlic 
government of Etdwa^ comprehending atl 
the territory between Agra and Kulpoe. 
It is to be obferved, however, that the 
greateft part of this diftribution was, for 
the prefent at leaft, merely nominal ; the 
Rohillas being as yet in no condition to 
avail themfelves of It to any great extent- 

On the breaking up of the rains, Ah- 
med Abdallee proceeded to Delhi, and in- 
tended to have fpent a few weeks in the 
neighbourhood of that place ; but having 
received, about this time, feme difagreeable 
intelligence from his own country, he let 
offfuddcnly for that quarter. 

The unfortunate Emperor was now en- 
iirely in the power of his implacable mini- 
ftcr : Nijceb-al-Dowlah, in whom alone 
he could place any confidence, was bufied 
‘in fecurlng the diftrids which liad been 
put in his polTeffion by Ahmed Abdfillec ; 
ind Ghazee-ad'deen, no longer feeling any 

check 
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chsck firom the Caodabdr prince, behaved ' 
with tluj. utmoft cruelty to Allumgeer 
Shah, confined him within c^tain aparc- 
n^cats of his palace, made ufe of his nakne 
a^An, authority for the commillion of cver^ 
enortniity^^aud even endeavoured to fecure 
the .pC(:fi>n of the prince, Allee Gohar**, 
who with difficulty efcaped from him. 

At length the unhappy Allumgeer found 
an opportunity to write to Ahmed Abd&l- 
lee an account of his fituation, and once 
more applied to him for relief, to which 
the.Candahar prince returned a favourable 
reply, promifing to fettle Kis own afi^irs, 
and proceed to Delhi with all poffible ex- 
pedition, and threatening Ghazee-ad-deen 
with the fevereft punifhment. By fome 
mlfmanagement this letter fell into the 
mlnifter’s hands, and he, in revenge of the 
Emperor’s appeal to the Abdillee, had 
him aflafiuiated. 

, As the prince, Alice Gohar, who was 
the next heir to the throne, had fled from 
L 3 the 


* The prefent Emperor. 
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the machinatipps of the tnlnWer, and at the 
period of his father’s murder, was wan- 
dering through the ponntry, and applying 
to different princes for prpteflion and relief, 
the empire was for lome time without any 
acknowledged head, and the reign of the 
houfc of Timur feemed to be an end. 

The Mahrattas had retired to their own 
country, as before related, and were pre- 
vented from undertaking any thing to the 
northward again, during the ftay of Ah- 
med Abdallee-;— -and it was at this junc- 
ture that they were induced, from the de- 
ranged poffure of affairs, and the univerfal 
anarchy which feemed to prevail in every 
department of the Mogul ftate, to attempt 
overturning the Mahommedan, and tfta- 
blifhing tiie ancient Hindoo government. 

With this view, Bala Row, the Peifh- 
wa, levied an immenfe army, the com- 
mand of which he dtfigiied for his bro- 
ther, Ragonet Row but a difpute arif- 
ing between them concerning the provifion 

of 
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of the neceffarjr fupplies, Rggonet Row 
refufed to undertake the management of 
the expedition, which was, ofeonfequencc, 
committed to Mahdo Sidda Shed, com- 
monly called the Bhao, the fon of Chim- 
na Jee Apa. As the Peifhwa abfolutely re* 
fuled to part with any money for the fup- 
port of the army to be employed in this 
undertaking, declaring “ thataMahratta ar- 
“ my ought always to be able to fubfift itfelf 
“ by plunder,” Sidda Shed firft turned his 
arms againft the Nizam, who being totally 
unprepared fpr any contention with fuch a 
prodigious force, was obliged to pay him 
down a confiderable fum, and to render up, 
by treaty, the countries of Burhan-pore 
and Malava, Sidda Sheo immediately 
laid thefe countries under contribution, 
and then marched northward, fuppofing 
that the Muflulman powers, from their 
intelline divifions, would become an caly 
prey to fo great a force *. 

L 4 The 

* The particularj'^of the Mahratta tranfadions at 
Delhi and elfewhere, previous to the battle of Paney-* 

put, 
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The time which oc<» 

cupied in the ibceg9h>g prepafttions;,' gave 
the Mahommedaus full oppQrt’wiity for 
taking the necei^ry meafueescto avert the^ 
danger which threatened “ the faith '^ ; and 
they, for a time, forgot their miitual ani- 
mofities, and zealoufly united in this com- 
mou caufe. 

Ahmed Abdillee, in purfuance of his 
promife to the Emperor Allumgeer, had 
returned to G ungapore, near Sirhind, where 
he was joined by Nijeeh*al-I^wlah, and 
his friends the Eohilla chiefs, with a large 
body of Afgans ; and he was foon after re- 
inforced by the arrival of Suja-al-Dow- 
lah and Ahmed Khan Bungilh. 

The circumftancea of this junftion, and 
the fubfequent defeat of the Mahrattas, 
are already well known. -r-The Mahrattas, 


put, although fligbtly touched upon by the Rohilla 
hifiDrian, are here omitted, as iriateTunt fo our princi- 
pal objeA. 


contrary 
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contrary to their iiibal mJe of condtift in 
the field, inftead of carrying on the cam- 
paign in that predatory kind of war, to 
which their numerous bodies of horfe are 
bcft adapted, fuffered themfelves to be 
drawn into a fituation, from whence they 
could not by any means be extricated with- 
out coming to a decifive engagement. Af- 
ter feme difputes among their chiefs con- 
cerning their future operations, they in- 
trenched themfelves in the neighbourhood 
of Paiieyput-Kumall.— This was the very 
point at which Ahmed AbdSllee (whoa<5led 
as generaliflimo of the united army of the 
MulTulmans) had aimed.— The Hindoos 
were furrounded by the Muffulman armies 
on every fide : their Ajpplies were all cut’ 
off, and their foraging parties deftroyed ; 
fo that they were foon reduced to tlie ut- 
moftdiftrefs. — To add' to their perplexity, 
they were deferted by Sooraj Mull, who' 
hadflrangly difapproved of their intrench- 
ing, ^id forefeelng the probable confe- 
qucp9e,j with apjpil^elity which feems to 
to be a marking chara^lerlftick of all the 

Indian 
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Indian powers, opened a fecret negotiation 
with Ahmed Abdslllee ; and, by the con- 
trivance of theMuflulman commander, an 
attack being dircded againd adiAant <quar- 
ter of the Mahratta camp, in the midft of 
a very dark night, the above chief found 
an opportunity, whilft the attention of his 
allies was engaged by this manoeuvre, to 
quit his lines unperceived ; and palling 
through the Mahommedan army, went off 
towards Agra, with many thou fan ds of the 
Jfi,ts, whom the Mahrattas had perfuaded 
or compelled to join them. The attack of 
the Muflblmans having fully anfwered the 
only purpofe intended by it, Ahmed Abdallee 
fent orders to the affailants to return into 
their own lines. The necefl’ary confc- 
quence of this order was a retreat, which 
the Hindoos attributing to a wrong mo- 
tive, they were filled with fuch a confi- 
dence in their own prowefs as determined 
them (independent of the prefent di- 
ftrefs of their fituation) to march out of 
their intrenchments the next day, and at- 
tack their enemies. — This brought on the 

battle 
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battle of Paneyputf one of the moft f 
engagements which has occurred in modem 
times. 

The plain on which tliis a&ion was 
fought had been celebrated among the 
H indoos for Tome iignal viAories gained 
upon it by their anccftors over the barba- 
riansof the north ; and the flake to be now 
contended for was of the ntmoft magnitude 
to both fides. Including in it nothing lefs 
tluin the ultimate fate of two rival powers, 
and the decided I'uperiority or the eventual 
extirpation of theMufTulmans inHindoflan. 

The idea of this being fortunate ground, 
and the prcfumption infpired by the fup- 
pofed repulle of their enemies the prece- 
ding night, filled the Hindoos, on the pre- 
I'entoccafion, with anenthufiafm approach* 
ingto maduefs. They rufhed out of their 
ntreuchments without any regular order, 
and where repulfcd by the Mahommedans 
with prodigious iofs. The defeclion of 
.he Jfits was not yet certainly known 

among 
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thetn^ when a large column of 
h»i% led by the Rohilla commanders, 
poured down upon them under cover of a 
cloud of duft, and forming on the ground 
which the J4is had occupied, fepa rated 
the Mibratta army into two parts ; whilil 
a body of fix thoufand Duriunees, who 
had been detached by Ahmed Abd^llee as 
foon as he difcovered their intention to en- 
gage, having made a rapid circuit of fomc 
miles, appeared in the rear of their right 
wing. This decided the fate of the day. 
The Mahratta right wing being nearly fur- 
rounded, was entirely cut to pieces ; and 
their left, after many dcfperate efforts, 
having loft fevcral of their principal lead- 
ers, at length gave way, and a total route 
enfued. The Muffulmanspurfued them up- 
wards of fixty miles, and in a fhort time 
totally deftroyed that army which but a 
few days before had been fo numerous and 
formidable. — It is computed that the lofs 
of the Hindoos upon this occafion amounted 
to not Icls than one hundred thoufand men* 
among whom were their general Sidda 

Shed 
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* 1 * 

Sheo, and.VirwafsllcMir, Ae Plaibwa seMbft 
foil ; together with the whole of their trea- 
fure, artillery, and baggage*. 

Ahrred Ahdalhe, /hortly after this vic- 
tory, returned, to Delhi, where he placed 
the prince Jewan Bukht, the cldeft Ion of 
the heir apparent, Alice Gohar, upon th« 
throne, conimittiiig the guardianftiip and 
i jperintendcncs of the government under 
the young prince, until the return of his 

im ■ ' If '* * ■ - ■ I ■— — ■ ■■ I I » I— !■— I 

* As the Rohilld t^tis the only authority we have 
confultcd in our relation of this adlion, it is not un- 
likely that it may contain many inaccuracies.— One 
thing rouft be rernarked, which is, the total omiflion^ 
in it, of the eminent part which Suja-al-Dowlah bore 
in this memorable’ event,— It was certainly natural 
for the national pride of a Rohilia to aferibe to his 
own QOUntrymen inore tlian their due portion of me- 
rit, and perhsip^i to detract fioin that of Suja-al- 
Dowlah, whom a perfon of this tribe cannot be fup- 
pofed inclin'etrto^reprefent in any favourable point of 
view. — ^Tt \ro?weverj hut julVice to obferve, that all 
ether accountUcdhclinin tlic circumftance of Suja al- 
Dowlah having, by Iris bravery and a<fHvity, rendered 
the fortune of the day deciUve. 

father. 
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fethcr, into the hands of Nijeeb-al-Dow- 
tah, tifhom he raifed to the office of prime 
minifler, and the dignity of Amer-al-Am- 
rah. The infamous Ghazee-ad-deen, ap- 
ptehenfive of being called to account by 
the AbdI.llee for the murder of the Empe- 
ror Allumgcer, had fome time before with- 
drawn himfelf from all political concerns, 
and retired to the 'Dican. After fettling 
affairs at Delhi in the beft manner that the 
circumftanccs of the time would admit, the 
CandahSr prince returned towards his 
own country. 

The partition of the countries in the 
Dodbf which Ahmed Abd^llee had made 
the year before, among the Afgan chiefs, 
could not fail of exciting a war between 
thofe powers and the Jats, who had been 
the former pofleflbrs : but as Nijceb-al- 
Dowlah was chiefly concerned in it, and 
had now all the wealth or force which re- 
mained from the ruins of the empire, at 
his command, the Rohlllas, with his af- 
liflance, reprefled all their attempts to re- 
cover 
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cover their countries, and eftablifhed them^ 
felves with every appearance of perinan> 
ent fecurity as xvell here as in their origi- 
nal pofleffions in Kuttaher; whilft Suja-al- 
Dowlah omitted no means to improve his 
power and confirm his independence in 
the province of Oude. 

In this difpofition of things, the jarring 
interefls of Suja-al-Dowlah, the Rohillas, 
and other Mufl'ulman chiefs in thefe pro- 
vinces, who had totally thrown off all 
farther dependence upon the Mogul go- 
vernment, (which, in faff, at this time, 
ceafed to exirt) and now held their domi- 
nions in their own right by the tenure of 
the fword, might have continued to be 
pretty well balanced, perhaps, for fome 
years ; — but, in the mean time, a power 
Iprung up equally formidable and unex- 
pedbed ; the fuperlor Influence of which 
foon wrought a great change in the general 
political fyflem. 

The Englifh, having furmounted incre- 
dible 
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^bk hardihips and difBcultieaio Bengal, had 
led, from motivesof immediate ielf-pre* 
:krvation, to takefuch fteps as ended in the 
acquifiticm of the complete add uncon- 
trolled domioim of that and all the neigh- 
bouring dependent provinces. The parti- 
culars which led to fo important a revolu- 
tion are foreign to this narrative : fuffice it 
to las', that on their breach with the Na- 
bob Iviccr Cofiim Alice Khan, the Brkiih 
con ninnd^rs defeated and pnrfindhim out 
of Bthar, conllfainiug him m fcek refuge 
in the m ighbouring province of Oude. — 
Suja.al.D owlah was not a little alarmed 
at the rapid progrefs and unexampled 
fucoafs of ihele new neighbours. — At the 
moment, however, when their good for- 
tune ieemed to have operated d.ecilively in 
their iavomr, he learned that a dreadful 
mutiny bad broke out in the Englilh army, 
and that a general defertion threatened its 
annihili^n, whilll he knew that their 
lately-a^uired dominion was flill involved 
in the coufufiou and derangement incident 
to recent conqued. — Ever watchful, as he 
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aay’occafion that might iifier 
for hts c^Wif J^grandizement, and-ther^- 
-lafgement of his ^dominion, he conod^d 
theprefent a happy opportunity at onwto 
felieve his fears and gr'atify' his ambition, 
by^ pofiefling himffclf ’ Of the ‘Bepgal pro- 
vinces. — ^Thefe fentlments, 'added to the 
influence and treafare Of expelled Na- 
bob, determined' him; ■:>X’ithout even a 
foadow af-p^vocation, to make head 
againft the’En^Kfti. He accordingly col- 
Icfted all the forces he could mufter, and 
with a (hort-fighted and heedlefs temerity 
marclied towards Patna, on pretence' of 
afling under the orders of the prince Alice 
Gohar (who had fome time bef<jre throWn 
himfelf on his protection) and.Tcftoring 
Coffim Allfee Khan to the Muiirocf of Ben- 
gal. — In this expedition he was joined by a 
confiderable body of Rohillas under £nait 
Khan, the fon of Hafiz Rahmut. — Being 
repulfed in the Ikirmifh of Pitcbee-Pchirey, 
and afterwards totally defeated HtBuxar, he 
fled to Fyzabad, and hearing‘t»f the march 
of a detachment of Engli(h tft>d|W -towards 
M I yiicknow 
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Lucknow, he took refuge in RohilcunJ, 
He was hofpitably received and entertained 
at BarelJee by Doondee Khan. — Here he 
made many attempts to procure the affift- 
ance of theRohilla chiefs againft the Eng- 
Ihh ; but they, terrified by the recent fate 
of Coflini Alice Khan, and Suja-al-Do\v> 
lah’s ill fuccefs, would not venture to take 
any part in his favour : he at lafl, however, 
prevailed on Hafiz Rahmut to join him 
with a body of three thoufand Afgans, and 
being farther reiirforced by a fmall army of 
Alahrattas under Mulhar Row, was encou- 
raged to try Ills fortune once more in the 
field againft the Engllfti. — He advanced 
into the Dodb, and made fome attempts 
againft the troops under General Carnac, 
and was again defeated. — Hopelefs of fuc- 
cefs, and deferted by a great part of his 
troops, Suja-al-Dowlah at length deter- 
mined to throw himfelf upon the genero- 
fity of his enemies, and foon after came 
into the Britilh general’s camp. Thele 
occurrences led to the celebrated treaty of 
Jillehahdd." By this treaty Suja-al-Dow- 
1 lah 
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lah was reliiftated in his original dominion 
of Oude, and every other right he enjoyed 
previous to the war, except the dominion of 
the provinces of Korah and Allchabud, 
which form the fouthern part of the Dodb. 
•— Thefe diftrids had been prefentcd by Ah- 
med AbdMlee (in his general partition of 
the Dadb among the Afgan chiefs) to Sy- 
dooIaKhan, who, being fenlible of his in- 
ability to fubdue or hold them, as they lay 
at a confiderable diftance from Rohilcund, 
made them over to Suja al Dowlah, and 
that prince had feized the forts of Kurra 
and Allehabad, and fome other llrong holds 
in thefe territories, but had not yet been 
able to eflablifh hlmfelf in perfed pofi’cflion 
of the country, when his unprovoked vvar 
with the Englifh drew liis attention from 
every other objed. The prince Alice Go- 
har, whom we have fo often mentioned, 
on the defeat of Suja-al- Dowlah at Iluxar, 
had thrown himielf upon the protcdloji 
of the conquerors, and as fuccelTor to his 
father, Allumgeer, had alTumed tlie title 
of Emperor, under the name of Shah ^u- 
M 2 lum. 
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/»»».— -This prince was a party in the be* 
fore-mentioned treaty, — The Englifh, by 
the fuccefs of their arms, had already ob- 
tained full and entire pofl'effion of the pro- 
vince of Bengal, and its dependencies 
it was, however, deemed neceflary (from 
what poffilde motive of reafon or policy 
we cannot take upon us to judge) to ob- 
tain an ojlenfible claim to the tenure of 
them, on the prefent occafion, by procur- 
ing from an inipotcnt monarch, who 
was hlmfclfa fugitive and a dependant on 
the Englilh for the very crown and ihle 
which he had afllimcd, — a commlffion to 
the Company of the Dezvamiee of the Ben- 
gal provinces ; and the Emperor had, in 
return, an annual penfion or tribute * fet- 
tled upon him, to be paid out of the Ben- 
gal revenues, and was guaranteed in the 


The writer is not informed by what appellation this 
was fi>eci{icd in the treaty of Allehahad. — It is deno- 
minated in the MS, Sallecdna which may 

be rendered, “ Annual gratuity,” a general appellation 
which docs not imply pojitive right. 


pofleflion 
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pofleffion of the provinces of Korah and 
AllehabSd, where he refided for fonie time 
after. 

Although thefe tranfaftions were not 
immediately connefted with the hiftory of 
the Rohillas, yet, as they in their confe- 
quences led to events of the moft material 
importance with refpedt to that ttibe, it 
was neceffary to take fome particular no- 
ticeof them here. Itisalfo proper to remark 
that about the period of which we have 
been treating, the new Emperor advanced 
Suja-al-Dowlah to the office of the Ftza~ 
ret, an appointment, however, which the 
prefent Hate of the fovereign rendered 
merely nominal. 

On Suja-al-Dowlah furrendering him- 
felf to the Engliffi, Hafiz Rahmut and his 
followers returned to Rohilcund, and 
thither we fhall now accompany them. 

Abdoola Khan being exceedingly difguf- 
ted at the iniquitous condu£l of ,his guar- 
M 3 dians, 
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diaos, had retired to Oojanee, (as before 
obferved)* and there, putting on the habit 
of a Dirveijhf or Fakeer, employed him- 
felf in diftri bating the whole of the in- 
come arifing from the lands allotted for 
his fupport, in alms to the poor ; and, in 
conformity to the pradice of the order of 
which he profeflcd himfelf a member, af- 
fected to cherilh fnakes and other noxious 
animals, by one of which he was bit in 
the arm, and almoft inftantly expired, in 
Auguft, 1761. — About three years after 
that event, Sydoola Khan, during the ab- 
fence of Hafiz Rahmut, was feized with a 
confumption, and died in 1764 ; and only 
two of Alice Mahummed’s children now 
remained alive ; viz. Fyzoola Khan and 
Mahummed-Yar Khan, 

Theie are the only events of note which 
occurred in Rohilcund during the fpacc 
of feven years ; to wit, from the battle of 
Paneyput to the fecond incurfion of the 


* Page 120. 


Mahrattas 


EOHILLA AFOAM8. l6l 

Mahrattas into the Doab. During this 
interval they had no enemies to interrupt 
their tranquillity from without ; and, al- 
though the injuftice of the guardians gave 
rile to frequent jealoufies and difputcs, yet 
the vigorous adminiftration of the chiefs 
W’ho had ufurped the government, pre- 
ferved the country in a tolerable degree of 
internal harmony ; but we have no docu- 
ments from which we might enter into a 
more minute dofcrlption of the domeftlck 
management or political intrigues which 
occupied their attention within this period; 
as all that the Roliilla narrator remarks 
upon it is — “ The Afgan Sirdars^ bcingfreed 
“ from the vexatious interruptions of the 
“ marauders of the Deccan” (t\\eMahrat~ 
ias) “ by their chaftifement at Paneyput, 
“ and allaying the ferments of the dilcor- 
“ dant and the factious by the wifdom of 
“ their aufpicious councils, pafled feven 
“ years in harmony and eafe.” 

The Mahrattas had fuffered fo very fe- 
verely by their defeat at Paneyput, that 
M 4 fome 
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fome years pafled away before they would 
venture to do any thing of confequence 
again in the northern provinces. At length, 
having refolved to deprive the Afgans of 
thofe countries, which, by the favour of 
Ahmed Abdallec, they held in the Doab, 
Mahdo Jee Sindca, (the fucceflbr of Mal- 
har Row) Toke JeeHolcar, and other chiefs, 
crofled the Jumna with a confiderable body 
of troops, in the year 1 769. 

Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, who continued to 
manage affairs at Delhi in the abfence of 
the Kiug, as nominal minifter, on hearing 
this intelligence, and finding that the 
Mahrattas were in great force, made a me- 
rit of neceflity, and joined thefe marau- 
ders in their depredations againft the Jats; 
and at the fame time a negociation was 
opened through his mediation between the 
Afgan chiefs and Mahratta commanders, 
rclpcding the furrender of thofe diflricfls 
in the Doab to whicli the latter laid claim. 
Doondcc Khan, who had never much con- 
cerned himfelf in the care of thefe diftri<Ss, 


was 



was willing to come to an amicable com 
promife with the Mahrattas ; and, in a 
council of the chiefs which was held on 
the occafion, faid, — ** I have no ability to 
meet the chiefs of the fouth in the 
“ doubtful ftrife of war : — if they will, 
“ from a defire of peace and amity, per- 
mit me to retain the difirifl of Shikko- 
habad alone, I (hall acknowledge their 
“ kindnefs; but if not, 1 (hall lift my 
hands from thefe poflcflions altogether.’* 

Hafiz Rahmut, who was prefent, 

and whofe poflcflions in the DoSb were 
valuable and produfiive, with a charac- 
teriftick boldnefs, laying his hand upon 
his fcymitar, replied,— Whilft I 
“ live, I fliall hope ; nor will I fufFer 
“ an ill-timed and groundlefs delpon- 
“ uence to deprive me of thofe favours 
which, with the help of God, I re- 
“ ceived from the illuflrious Abdallec!** 
— On the council breaking up, Doondee 
Khan went off to his own diftrift, and 
Hafiz Rahmut and his party proceeded to 
pke fuch fteps as (hewed them detcrnained 

to 
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to oppofe the views of the Mahrattas with 
all their might. For this purpofe they en- 
tered into a treaty with Ahmed Khan 
Bungifti, promifing, in lieu of his fupport, 
to cede to him fome of thofe lands which 
lay contigious to the Ferrochabad govern- 
ment. — To the firft overtures made on this 
bufineCs to Ahmed Khan they received a 
favourable anfwer ; and relying upon the 
aid which they (hould derive from this al- 
liance, a confide r able body of the Rohillas 
matching down to Sandee, crollcd the 
Ganges at Futty CJhurr. Hafiz Rahmut, 
however, had not deliberated on this oc- 
cafion with liis ufual forefight and fagacity. 
— Ahmed Khan Bungilh, whofe country 
lay open to the inroads of the Mahrattas, 
was fearful of expoling himfelf to their 
indignation ; and, notwithftanding his re- 
ply to the requifitions of the Rohillas, 
delayed, on a variety of pretexts, to take 
any decided part againfl: them ; and many 
of the Rohillas thcmfelves being little in- 
tcrefted concerning the retention of terri- 
tories, from which the immediate poffef- 

fors 
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fors alone reaped any advantage, became 
diffatisfied and mutinous ; fo that, after 
feme months trifling and fruitlefs opera^ 
tion, Hafiz found himfelf obliged to give 
up the fort of Etdxva^ and the furround* 
ing country, to the Mahrattas, and retired 
beyond the Gauges. 

Perhaps their lofs of territory in the 
Doab, by circumferibing their line of de- 
fence, might have added to the real 
flrength of the Rohillas, inflead of di- 
minifliing it ; but the Afgan intcrefts, 
fhortly after this, fufFered an irreparable 
blow in the death of Nijeeb-aI*Dowlah, 
who, from the period of his fucceeding 
Ghazee-ad-deen in the office of prime mi- 
nifler, had continued for the remainder of 
l)is life to fupport the laft wretched frag- 
ment of the fallen empire at Delhi, with 
a firmnefs which would in happier times 
have infured him the approbation and ap- 
plaufe of mankind^ and although, in this 
laft feene of it, the urgency of prefenC 
neceffity conftrained him Co take a part 

with 
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with their opponents, yet, as well from 
natural relation as from political connec- 
tion, he had always been warmly attached 
to the Afgan party. — He left a fon named 
Zablta Khan, who fucceeded his father in 
the pofl’eflion of his territories in the 
northern part of Rohilcund and the Dodb, 

The Rohilla confederacy likewife fuf- 
fered much at this time by the death of 
Doondee Khan, who had, along with 
Hafiz Rahmut; ^been appointed by Alice 
Mahummed joint guardian to his children. 
His charaefter flood high among thofe of 
his tribe, for generofity of fpirit, and gal- 
lantry in war — infomuch, that they aflert, 
that the acquifition of Rohilla indepen- 
dence in Kuttaher may, in a great meafure, 
be aferibed to the popularity of his man- 
ners and the prudence of his councils. 

Having attained the age of feventy years, 
he died in Biflbolec of an apoplexy. — He 
left three fons, Mahboola Khan, Fittahoola 
Khan, and Azeemoola Khan, who divided 
the diftrifts of Morad-abad and Biflbolcp 

(which 
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(which had fallen to the lot of their father 
in the ufurpation of the territory by the 
guardians) among themfelves. — Not long 
atter this Ahmed Khan Bungifli died at 
Ferrochabad, leaving the inheritance of 
his pofleflions to his fon MuzzltFer Jung. 

The expulfion of tiie Rohillas from the 
Doab, and the utter extindlion of the 
Muflulman confequence at Delhi, in the 
death of Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, removed every 
obflrudion to the execution of thofe 
fchemes which the Mahrattas had at this 
time planned for extending their dominion 
and confirming their power in the capital 
of the empire. They accordingly took 
pofleflion of Delhi, and wrote to the Em- 
peror Shah Aulum, who then refided under 
the proteftion of the Englilh at Allcha- 
bad, holding forth to him the moft flatter- 
ing propofals of reinftating him in the 
ancient feat of government, and reftoring 
him to the dignity of his anceftors, if he 
would forfake his prefent friends, and 

aflume 
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aflume the reins of imperial authority at 
Delhi. 

The fituatlon of this prince at Allc- 
habad, as a penfioner of the Englllh, owing 
not only his prefent nominal dignity, but 
perhaps even his exigence to their pro, 
tedion and fupport, however mortifying 
it might be to his pride, yet was certainly 
preferable to any advantage he could exped 
to derive from throwing himfclf upon the 
Mahrattas, who being the hereditary ene- 
mies of his family and religion, could 
not be fuppofed to feel any attachment to 
his perfon; and in fad, only wanted to 
make him the tool of their own deligns.— 
He was fcnfible that his rclinquilhing the 
protedion of the Englifli mull necefl'arily 
be attended with the lofs of his annual 
Hlpend, which was drawn from the re- 
venues of the Bengal Provinces ; as the 
date of circulation of fpecie in the em- 
pire was not now by any means the fame 
as it had been, whilft the court and the 
capital flouiiflied in the vigour of the 

Mogul 
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Mogul Government. — In former times, 
when tile lower provinces ufed to yield a 
regular tribute to the Emperors (whicli 
they have not done for above half a cen- 
tury pad) the greatefl part of it was re- 
mitted by bills upon Delhi and Lahore, 
for the payment of which fufficient funds 
were there fupplied in the fale and con- 
lumptionof the rich manufadures of Ben- 
gal ; in fact, if it had not been fo, no 
tribute could ever have been remitted ; and 
when the depredations of Nadir Shah, and 
a variety of other circumftances, contri- 
buted, by impoverifhing the court, to flop 
the vent for thefe commodities in this 
quarter, the lloppage of the tribute was a 
neceflary and inevitable confequence, in- 
dependent of any adUial defeflion on the 
part of the Nabobs of Bengal ; as it was ut- 
terly impoflible that the fame, or indeed any 
confiderable fum, could ever be continued 
to be tranfmitted in cajl), from a country of 
which gold and lilvcr form no part of the 
natural produfls. — All thefe circumflances 
Shah Aulum niufl have been wxll aware 

of. 
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of, and knew that the Englifh could not, 
in common prudence, continue to tranf- 
mit to him, whllft at fo great a diftance, 
large fums in fpecie (the only mode of re- 
mittance now remaining,) which muft be 
at once a fatal drain to the countries from 
whence tliey were taken , and an afliflance to 
the Mahrattas, whole views were avowedly 
inimical to all their allies. — He was how- 
ever induced, by the fuggeftions of a 
childKh vanity, and the idle hope of re- 
florlng the Mogul empire to its former 
luftrc, to leave Korah (a city in the neigh- 
bourhood of Allehabad, where he then re- 
fided) and, contrary to the advice of all 
his real friends and well-wilhcrs, proceed- 
ed to Delhi In the year 1770. 

On his arrival at the capital, the Mah- 
rattas enthroned him with the ufual ceremo- 
nies, (which, in fuch circumilances, could 
only be termed a mockery of royalty,) 
and caufed him to ifluc fuch firmans and 
grants as heft coincided with their views : 
and the Shah, as a reward for their pre- 
tended 
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tended fidelity to his caufe, made oVer to 
them, by a formal infirument, the provinces 
of Korah and AllehabSd, and alio every 
territory to the eafl of Delhi without ex- 
ception ; thus giving them an unrefirained 
commilfion to extend their ravages into all 
the countries on each fide of the Ganges* 

In order to underftand the defigns and 
fubfequcnt operations of the Mahrattas» 
it may be nccefl'ary here to obferve that the 
river Ganges, w’hich forms the natural 
boundary of Rohilcund to the weft, is 
fordable only within the compafs of that 
territory, and no where lower down, fo 
that the province of Oude, which lies to the 
fouthward, is invulnerable to thofe ma- 
rauders, excepting through the former 
country, as their numerous bodies of horfe 
have no fure means of advance and retreat 
but by the fhallows of the Ganges during 
the dry feafon ; their defultory method of 
carrying on war not fuiting with tlie con- 
ftrutftion of bridges, and other tedious and 
expenfivc military works, (fuch as might 
N give 
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give them a command of the paflage of 
unfordable rivers,) nor their mode of fight- 
ing calculated for the defence of them. 

On taking a view of the extcnfive theatre 
of adlon which now lay before them, 
t!ie Mahratta commanders perceived that, 
as the diflricls of Korah and Allehabad 
were in fomc meafure defended by a con- 
fiderablc body of Brilifh troops lying in 
that neighbourhood, their moft: adv ifeable 
plan of operation would be to dlreft their 
firfl attacks againlf the territories of the 
Roliillas, fo as through them to ffnd an 
inroad to the dominions of Suja-al-Dowlah, 
where their principal views were direc- 
ted. 

Under colour, therefore, of the grants 
which they had procured or exacted from 
the Emperor, when the feafon for adion 
arrived, the Mahrattas took the field *, 


* Dec. 1771. 


and 
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and firft turned their arms againft Zabita 
Khan, who held the pofleffions bequeathed 
to him by his father, in the fame inde- 
pendent manner as the other Afgan chiefs. 
Zabita Khan, little prepared for fuch an 
attack, threw himfclf with what forces 
he could mufler into the intrenchments 
which had formerly been conftru(fl:ed by 
Nijeeb-al'Dowlah zt Soohr-T'a//* ; the ene- 
my, however, being provided with feme 
heavy artillery, prefled fo clofely upon 
him, that he was foon conflrained to eva- 
cuate his lines, and to make a precipitate 
retreat over the Ganges, under cover of 
the night. The Mahrattas, two days after, 
pafled that river by the ford at Corrimbofs- 
gaut, in purfuit of him ; and followed 
him fo clofely that he fled towards the 
hills above Lolldong in the utmoft confler- 
nation, leaving his family and valuable 
effects at the fort of Pattergurr or Nijceb- 
abad, the capital of liis territory beyond 
the Ganges, which the enemy prefently 


* Page 134. 
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«ttack«d and carried without difficulty. 
Here they feiaed Zabita Khan's mother, his 
wives, two brothers, and four of his chil- 
dren, and fent them off to their camp on 
the weft of the Ganges : they alfo plun- 
dered this city, and all the furrounding 
towns and villages, with their ufual avidity ; 
and with a ftwage ferocity, diredled per- 
haps by religious prejudices more than by 
a wanton fpirit of defolatipn, deftroyed 
moft of the mofqpes and other publick 
buildings, and in particular defaced the 
monument of Nijeeb-al-Powlab, a piece 
of remarkably curious and coftly work- 
manfhip. 

The Rohilla chiefs, who appear on this 
occalion to have been totally unprepared 
for refiftance, were ftruck with terror at 
the unexpefled progrefs of the Mahrattas ; 
and following the example of Zabita Khan, 
retired with their families and trealures 
into the forefts of Gungapore, where they 
ftrongly intrenched themfelves ; and con- 
tinued (hut up in that manner near four 
months: in the mean time, the Mahrattas 

ranged 
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ranged at pleafure throughout the whole 
country, plundering, burning and deft toy- 
ing all before them. 

At length Suja-al-Dowlah, alarmed by 
the danger which threatened his domi- 
nions, advanced with fome Englilh bat- 
rallions under the command of Brigadier 
General Sir Robert Barker, (then com- 
mander in chief of the Bengal army,) to 
Shawbid on the borders of his territories ; 
and from hence Captain Harper (a gen- 
tleman who for fome time commanded a 
corps in the province of Oude, and whofe 
knowledge of the politicks of thefe coun- 
tries, was remarkably accurate and exten- 
five) was deputed to the Rohilla chiefs, 
in order to open with them a negotiation 
with refpeft to fuch meafures as might 
tend to the efFeftual cxpulfion of the Mah- 
rattas from their territories. — Hafiz Rah- 
mut, on this gentleman’s approach, ven- 
tured out of his intrenchments, and pro- 
ceeded with him to the camp of Suja-al- 
Dowlah, with whom he had an interview* 
N 3 


on 
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on the banks of the Ramgunga. The par- 
ticulars of the conference are not related ; 
but the event of it was a treaty * of mutual 
defence and co-operation between the Ro- 
hillas and the Subadar of Oude, and an 
engagement by Hafiz-Rahmut, on the part 
of the former ("expreflly comprehending 
in the obligation of it all the Sirdars of 
Rohilcund) to pay to Suja-al-Dowlah the 
fum of forty lacks of rupees, for his af- 
(iftance in repelling the common enemy, 
and reftoring the. feveral chiefs to their 
poflfefllons, in whatever manner this 
might be cfFe£ted ; and of which ten lacks 
were to be payable immediately, and the 
remainder by inlfallments -i- ; and there 
was a particular chiule in this agreement, 
that if the Mahrattas fhould, on account 
of the latencls of the feafon retire for 

* See Appendix, No. i. 

See Appendix, No. 2. 

X This negotiation look place in June 1772.-— The 
rains generally commence in thefe northern countries, 
in the latter end of tliat month, or the beginning of 
July, and end in 0£l:obcr ; but the great rivers are 
not forilabk until December. 

thft 



ROHILLA AFGANS. 


*77 

the prefent, tlie force and meaning of it 
were to extend, in every refpefb, to the 
year enfuing. This treaty, and agree- 
ment, in order to give them greater vali- 
diry and efFe£l in tlie minds of the con- 
tradliiig parties, were executed and fworn 
to in the prefence of the Britifh comman- 
der in chief, and countcrfigned by him. 

“ It is here neceflary to remark,” fays 
the Roliilla hiftorian, “ that nothing ex- 
“ cept a wcaknefs of judgement from his 
advanced age, or a decree of unerring 
“ providence hanging over him for his 
“ injuftice to the children of his friend, 
“ could ever have led Hafiz, Rahmut to 
“ enter into this rafh and impolitick treaty, 
“ by which he threw the Afgans upon 
“ the protedion of aliens, and with his 
“ own hand rarified the inftrument of his 
“ future ruin.” 

The feafon being fo far advanced, no- 
thing of material conlequence occurred 
after this tranfadion. — The Mahrattas re- 
N 4 tired 
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tired unmolefted to Delhi, and the Ror 
hilias returned to their refpedive homes, 
which, efpecially in the northern diftri£ts, 
prefented them with fcenes of the moft 
deplorable defolation. — Suja-al-Dowlah re- 
turned to Fyzabad, leaving a few troops 
cantoned at Sandee for the remainder of 
the feafon. 

Soon after the retreat of the Mahrattas, 
Buxy Sirdar Khan, having contracted a 
fever in the Gungapore woods, died at a 
very advanced age ; and the following cha- 
rader of him (literally taken from the 
original) may not, perhaps, be unacceptr 
able to our readers : — “ For ninety for- 
tunate years Sirdar Khan lived in this 
f* vale of wretchednefs and forrow ; — he 
“ was an holy and religious perfon : — 
** from the day of mature difeernment 
to the laft afpiration of mortal exigence, 
he was daily feen in the congregations 
“ of the mofques, and in the afl'emblies 
** of the pious; he was a man juft in his 
fentiments, and upright in his dcal- 

“ ings; 
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ings : he was not, like others of his 
tribe, a violator of the ties of friend-* 
Ihip, or an oppreflbr of the helplefs ; 
“ and excepting the due returns of tho 
“ revenue, he took not from the indigent 
“ labourer, or the ufeful tiller of the 
“ ground, a fingle exadlion. — He retained 
** his faculties to the laft moment of his 
life : and previous to the final departure 
“ of that immortal fpark which conneds 
** the human with the divine exiftence, 
“ whilft his rcafon was yet alive to the 
“ concerns of this tranfitory flate, he 
f‘ made an equitable diflributioti of the 
‘‘ blefiings he enjoyed from providence a- 
“ mong his heirs,” &c. 

Ahmed Khan and Meer Mahummed 
Khan, the Buxy’s two eldefl: fons, quar- 
relling concerning the divifion of their fa- 
ther’s country, raifed a difturbance which 
tended greatly to inflame fome difeords 
already prevailing in Rohilcund. 


Ahmed Khan, being the lenior, ap- 
pealed 
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pealed to Hafiz Rahmut, who decided in 
his favour ; upon which Meer Mahum- 
mcd raifed troops, and attempted to pofl'efs 
himfelf of the diflri£t of Ahrat (which 
had been a part of his father’s affumed 
eftates) by force : but Futtee Khan Khan- 
faman rOet him on the banks of the Soot 
Nulla, totally routed the infurgents, and 
took Mahummed prifoner. 

This Infurreftlon was not yet quelled, 
when another of a more capital and dan- 
gerous nature arofe ; and Hafiz Rahmut, 
who had unjuftly ufurped the rights of 
thofe children whom his friend had com- 
mitted to his guardianfhip and protedlion, 
was doomed to fee his own fon rife up in 
rebellion againll him. 

En^it Khan, the eldeft fon of Hafiz 
Rahmut, had always exhibited marks of a 
quarrelfome and turbulent difpofition ; and 
now, on fome trifling difference with his 
father, raifed a body of three thoufand of 
his friends and followers, and furpriling 

the 
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the fort of Barellee, fhut the gates agalnfW 
him, declaring his refoiution to hold that 
diftrid in future as his own. Hafiz Rah- 
muty aware that ufing open force againft 
his foil might raife difturbances dellruc* 
live to Barellee and the neighbouring coun- 
try, retired to Peeleabcte, from whence 
he wrote to all the other chiefs requiring 
their affiftance to crufli this rebellion. On 
the troops being collected in confequcncc 
of this fummons, the wily chief, in order 
to draw his fon from Barellee, had re- 
coil rfe to a flratagem perfeflly confiftent 
with the duplicity of his charafter; cau- 
fing a grant to be drawn out, in the name 
of Enait Khan, of the diftrid of Selim- 
pore, which he fent to him with a letter 

“ alluring him of his forglvenefs ; 

“ taking blame to himfelf fora deficiency 
“ of parental indulgence, and defiring him 
“ to go and take pofleffion of the above 
lands, which he hoped would be con- 
“ fidered by him as fuHlcient prefent pro- 
“ vifion; and promifing to reward his 
“ obedience in the ampleft manner.’’ This 

artifice 
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artifice was attehded with the defired ef- 
In a few days £natf Khan and his 
followers kft Barellee, intending to pro- 
ceed to Selinopore. Hafiz Rahmut imme- 
diately detached t feleft body of troops 
in order to feize his fon, which after a 
Right Ikirmifli was efFefted. When the un- 
fortunate and tnifguided youth was taken, 
his father declared his refolation to put 
binfJ to death, but was perfuaded to adopt 
the fcarce tnore lenient meafure of banish- 
ing him out of Rohilcund, without any 
sbeans of fubfiftence. — Enait Khan, thus 
left deftitute, Went to Suja-al-Dowlah, and 
after remaining at Fyzabad near twelve 
months, being reduced to extreme want, 
returned in defpair to Rohilcund. His fa- 
ther positively refuSed him admittance 
info Barellee, and he returned to a neigh- 
bouring village, where be Ihortly after 
died of a broken hedrt, amidR all the mi- 
fery of too laf6 repentance and unavailing 
remorfe ; — thus," fays the Rohilla narra- 
tor, *• was the parental imprecation amply 
“ fulfilled in hind } Hafiz Rahmut, three 
I “ different 
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“ diflerent times during his rebellion^ 
“ having gone to the Mofque and prayed 
“ aloud, faving, Caufe the cup of his life^ 
“ 0 Godl to overflow whHJi yet in his youtbt 
“ Jo that no fruit may ever fpringfrom that 
“ inaufpicious branch ; and never let me he 
“ expofed to the Jkame of again beholding 
“ his face'' 

In addition to this, and fimilar donaef* 
tick difturbances, the defection of Zabita 
Khan contributed not a little to weaken 
the power of the Afgans at this period.— 
Mis family liaving been carried off from 
Pattergurr, as already related, he ap- 
plied to Suja-al-Dowlah, intreating him 
to intercede with Mahda Jee Sindhea, the 
Mahratta commander, for their releafe.— 
Suja-al-Dowlah accordingly direded his 
miniHer, Elitch Khan, who was then at 
Delhi, to make the proper applications 
upon this fubje^I, and the requeft was 
granted on condition that Zabita Khan 
fhould come over to the Mahrattas,, wliich 

he 
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he accordingly did, in Auguft, A. D. 
1772. 

Mahda Jee Sindhea, foon after this, pro- 
ceeded to Poona by the route of Jeyna- 
gur, being called thither by fome late 
difputes between Mahda Row Nirraen, the 
Peifliwa, and his uncle, Ragonet Row, 
which were likely to occalion difturbances 
in the Decan. — He left the command of 
the army to the Mahratta generals. Toko 
Jee Holcar, and Bcyfa Jee Pundit, who, 
as the feafon fit for adion approached, de- 
termined to march once more into Rohil- 
cuud. 

The Mahrattas, on firft taking the field, 
in November, 1772, as the Ganges was 
not yet fordable, moved fomc way down 
the Dodbj with an apparent view of com- 
mencing their operations in that country : 
but, underftandlng that they were likely 
to meet with effedual oppofitlon, upon 
their fpics bringing them intelligence that 
the Ganges had become fordable, they fud- 

denly 
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denly turned, and directed their route to 
Ramghaut. 

From hence the Maliratta commanders 
(merely as a pretext for their future pro- 
ceedings) fent letters to the Rohilla chiefs, 
demanding payment of the bonds for fifty 
lacks of rupees, which they had fome 
years ago givfen to SefJar Jung*, and 
which had been transferred by him to 
Mulhar Row. 

The chiefs, inftead of returning any ex- 
plicit anfwer to thefe rcquifitions, aflem- 
bled their forces at a place about fifteen 
miles diftant from Ramghaut, and from 
thence detached a cholen body under the 
command of Ahmed Khan, (who had fuc- 
ceeded Sirdar Khan in the office of Buxy) 
with diredtions to guard the ford at Ram- 
ghaut, and to fcize all the boats on that 
part of the river. 

The Buxy accordingly marched, butin- 
flead of following his inflrudlions, by 
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which he would, at all events, have con- 
flrained the enemy to feek a paffage much 
higher up, contented himfelf with throw- 
ing a part of his forces into a fmall fort 
which commanded the road from the 
ghaut, or ford, into the country, but was 
not folituated as to defend the paflage over 
the river. Whatever other meafures he 
might have intended to purfue, it would 
appear that he did not adopt them with 
luHicient celerity; as Holcar found means 
to efiedt a paflage for his army early the 
next morning, his cavalry fording at the 
ul'ual place, and his infantry and rocket- 
men being tranfported in boats (many of 
which they found at hand, notwithftand- 
ing the injundlions given to the Buxy) a 
little lower down : — and the next djiy he 
attacked the Buxy in the fort, and foon 
obliged iiim to lurrender, and give up all 

his aitillery and ammunition. From 

hence the vidlorlous marauders proceeded 
to Sumbull, and plundered all the country 
between that city and Moradabad ; — but 
they were not long unoppofed. 


It 
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It has been already faid, that the unfor- 
tunate and impotent Emperor, Shah Au- 
lum, on deferting his proteflors, and un- 
dertaking his romantick expedition to Del- 
hi, thereby throwing liimlclf into the 
pow'er of the Mahrattas, was compelled 
to grant firmans, making over to them 
the provinces of Kotah and Allehabad *. 
—Some of their motions, before they pro- 
ceeded to Rohilcund, having indicated an 
intention on their part to take pofibffion of 
thefe territories, it was judged expedient 
by the Biitifh government to march a body 
of troops that way, to be at hand, to pro- 
tefl tliem, if nccefi'ary ; — our rdly, tlic Vi- 
zier, being greatly apprthenlive of the 
confequences, fliould the Malirattas be 
permitted to eftablllh themldves lo very 
near to him. Accordingly, the hrfi: bri- 
gade of the Englilh army, then flationed 
at Dinapore, took the field in the begin- 
ning of A. D. 1773, under the command 
of Brigadier-general Sir Robert Barker, 
and marched into the province of Owde, 
from whence a detachment was lent to 
O garrifon 
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garrlfbn the fort of Allehabad, and another 
to occupy the lines at Cawnpore, in order 
to fecure the paflage of the Ganges, Ihould 
there be occafion to crofs that river, for 
the purpofe of covering thofe countries 
which were apprehended to be the object of 
the Mahrattas’ dcfigns. As loon, how- 
ever, as intelligence was received of the 
Mahrattas having marched to Ramghaut, 
with a view to renew their attacks upon 
Rohilcund, the combined armies of the 
Englilh and Suja-al-Dcwlah advanced to- 
wards that country by rapid marches, and 
arrived at Shawbad at the period when 
Toko Jee crofled the Ganges, and defeated 
the Rohillas under the Buxy, as before 
mentioned. 

The Englifh, immediately after this af- 
.'air, proceeded to Ramghaut, and had 
nearly furpriled a body of four thoufand 
Mahratta horfe whilft fording the Gan- 
ges at the Ghaut of Gurrickpore, about 
five miles below that place, in order to re- 
inforce their friends on that fide : the 

greateft 
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greatcft part of them was in the middle of 
the river, when the British army came in 
fight, upon W'hich they fuddenly returned, 
and marched up the weftern bank, towards 
Ramgliaut, (where Beyfa Jee was en- 
camped with part of the Mahratta army 
and all their artillery and heavy baggage) 
whilft the Britifh and Vizier’s troops con- 
tinued their route along the oppofitc fliore, 
until they arrived at AlfKlpore, within 
light of Beyfa jee’s encampment. — Here 
the Mahrattas commenced a cannonade 
againll: the Kiiglilh ; hut this was foon 
anlwcrcd by the latter with liicli efl'ecl as 
prefently iileueed tle.ir artilleiv, and 
obliged their whole nnnv to eliaiige tlicir 
ground with fomc precipitation. 

The conduel of Hafiz Rahmut and the 
other Rohilla chiefs, during thefc tranf- 
aiflions, had exhibited great duplicity; in 
fomuch that the Britifh general was not 
without appfehcnfion of fomc collufion be- 
tween them and the Mahrattas ; and thefe 
fufpicions were increafed by their fo long 
O 2 delaying 
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delaying to join him with tlieir forces.-— 
*The truth was, that Hafiz Rahinut, un- 
willing, however able he might be, to take 
upon himfelf the entire fulfilment of the 
engagement which he had entered into 
with Suja-al-DowIah the preceding year, 
was denrous, if he could not altogether 
evade it, at .all events to bear as little as 
poffible of the burden ; and he had al- 
ready applied to the other c'niefs, endea- 
vouring to convince them of the nccclhty 
of their affifling him i.n the difeharge of 
the obligation winch had been agreed to by 
him for their common benefit. His re- 
monftrancts, luc.vever, were attended with 
noelllft: fomc dicehned that he had no 
rioht to hind them to Inch a 'condition, — 
whilfl the majority ridleiilcd the idea of any 
treaty whatever being held obligatory upon 
the contracting parties, where it could either 
be infringed witli beiietir, br broken with- 
out daitge-r. — Many, indeed, were not al- 
together without a lulpicion that if Haiiz 
Rahmut fliould obtain their fubfidlcs in 
this behalf, he would convert the money 

to 
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to hU own ufc, and ftill endeavour to 
break his contradd with the Vizier, fo that 
they would remain ns liable to be involved 
in a quarrel with tliat power on this ac- 
count as ever ; and they unanlinoully ad- 
viled Hafiz Rahmut^ in cafe he Ihould be 
again prefied by the Vizier on this fubjcel, 
to protrael the t;nal adjuflment of it on va- 
rious pretences, to ainule him with delu- 
livc hopes, and to truft to future events to 
extricate him, without ex pence, from his 
obligation. — Hafiz did, in effedV, adopt 
this lafl plan, which was much more con- 
fonant to his own ideas of jiolitical ma- 
nagement than any other ; and determined, 
in calc the Jilalirattas fhould attempt a fe- 
cund irruption into Rohilcund, to avoid 
I'oUciting tl'.c aid of his former protciflors, 
an Interview with whom would Inevitably 
lead to demands which he wnis now re- 
fulvcd not to comjrly with ; nor was he 
without liojres of being able (tor he had 
now complete warning of the enemy’s de- 
figns) to defend the jrall’iges of the Ganges 
with the Rohilla forces alone. It was with 
O 3 this 
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this view tliat, on the approach of the 
Mahrattas towards Ramghaut, he detached 
the Buxy to guard the fords as already 
mentioned ; and had tliat officer done his 
duty, it is probable that Hafiz might not 
have been difappointed in his expectations, 
and that the Mahrattas might have met 
with an effectual check, without any im- 
mediate neceffity of calling upon the Vi- 
zier for his affiftance. The mifmanage- 
ment or treachery of the Buxy, however, 
opening a way fqr the invaders, fuggefted 
another idea to him, by which he might 
at once avoid ihcir violence, and fecurc 
himfclf againft any difagrccablc confe- 
quenccs from his non-compliance with the 
Vizier’s demands. — This was no lefs than 
to enter into a confederacy with the Mah- 
rattas themfelvcs ! — by which they were 
to obtain, under certain reflrlClions, a per- 
manent fettlement in tlie country, on en- 
gaging to defend tlie Roliiilas againft “ all 
** their enemies and he aClually em- 
ployed cmifl'aries privately to negotiate this 
defperatc propofal with the Mahratta com- 
manders 
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mandcrs: — but all his fcheraes were frui> 
tratcd by the rapid and unwiflied-for ad- 
vance of the allied army, and Hafiz Rah- 
mut found himfelf, by his own crooked 
and temporizing policy, entangled in a la- 
byrinth of perplexity and diflrcfs. Yet, 
even at this time, when the enemy, not- 
withllanding his fecret overtures to them, 
were plundering and laying wafte all the 
more dcfencelefs parts of the country, he 
endeavoured to procraflinate his junflioti 
vvitli Snja-ai-Dou’Iah as long as pofliible : 
— at length, finding tliat the allies had al- 
ready advanced into tlie heart of the Ro- 
hilla territories, and undcrflanding that 
they were fully aware of his treacherous 
proceedings, and had even rcfolvcd to at- 
tack him, fhouldhc confirm the fufplcions 
his conduft had excited by any longer de- 
lay, he colledlcd his forces, and joined 
Suja-al-DowIah the next day after the can- 
nonade between the Englifh and Beyfa 
Jee *. Some days after that event, as the 
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Mahratta army was now divided, part of 
it being ftill at Sumbull in Rohilcund un- 
der Toko Jee, and the remainder under 
Beyfa Jee, to the weftward of the Ganges, 
it was determined to attack them in both 

quarters at the fame time. With this 

view the Britiih troops forded the river at 
Ramghaut, whilft Suja-al-Dowlah and 
Hafiz Rahmut prepared to advance with 

their united forces againft Toko Jee. — 

Beyfa Jee, when he heard of the approach 
of the brigade, decamped in the utmoft 
hurry and confufion, afid went off to the 
dlflance of forty miles in a fiuglc march. 
From fome fulpiciuus \vhicl> Suja-al-Dow- 
lah am entertained of Hafiz Kahmut, the 
other part of the concerted operation was 
not executed by him ; — but the Engliflt, 
rccrofling the Ganges the next day after 
the flight of Bcyla Jee, proceeded towards 
Sumbull; upon which I'uko Jee retreated 
to P6ot, a town upon the Ganges, about 
fifty miles above Ramghaut, and crofled 
the river at that place on a. bridge of boats, 

which he afterwards deftroyed. The 

Mahratta 
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Mahratta army made fome movements 
which indicated an intention of again crof- 
fing into Rohilcund at Corrimbofsghaut, a 
conhderablc dldance higher up the river ; 
but the brigade, advancingby rapid marches 
to that place, prevented them, whilft the 
Vizier with his troops guarded all the fords 
at Ramghaut and the neighbourhood ; and 
as the hot fcafon approached, and the 
dianges began to be iwellcd by the melting 
of the fnows on the northern mountains, 
they were conftrained for the prelent to 
relinqulfli all thoughts of renewing their 
depredations to the eaftward, and retired 
to Etliwa. 

The Rohilla country being thus entirely 
freed from the Mahrattas, Suja-aJ-DowIali 
began to prefs Hafiz Rahmut upon the 
forty lacks, due by his engagement, of 
which he (the Vizier) had agreed to make 
over a moiety to the Englilh (over and 
above the ftipulated monthly fubfidy) as a 
confideration for their allihance ; and he 
was fupported in his requiiition ' by the 

Britiih 
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Britidi commander in chief, who having 
aflifted at tlic original^ negociation, and 
given the treaty the fandlion of his coun- 
ter*fignaturc, had a right to infift on the 
punctual ohfcrvance of it. — They could 
not, however, get any thing more from 
riafiz than general profefTions, and ac- 
nowledgments of the juflice of the debt, 
with cxcufes of the inability of the Rohil- 
las todifeharge it, or any part of It, at pre- 
fent, owing to the defolated Rate of their 
territories. The Vizier would willingly 
have taken occafion, from hence, to ap- 
propriate the country of Hafiz Rahmut in 
lieu of the debt ; a £lep in which he would 
certainly have been fully juftified by the 
Rohillas* treacherous breach of faitli in 
this as well as in other particulars ; — and 
he held forth fome very advantageous offers 
about this time to the Britifh government 
(through the commander in chief) for 
their aliillancc in the profecutlon of a de- 
lign 1 1 C had formed to tliis purpofe : — but 
as the Malirattas were flill in great force 
in the Dodb^ and might probably endea- 
vour 
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vour to poffcfs themfclvcs of the provin- 
ces of Korah and Allchabad (which were 
the original objeds of proteflion) whilft 
Suja-al-Dowlah and his allies fliouldbe en- 
gaged in this bulinefs, it was judged pru- 
dent to decline entering upon it ; and it 
was thought at any rate moft: expedient, 
both in juflice and in policy, * to give the 
Rohillas full time, that they might have 
a fair opportunity to fulfil their obligations 
before any mcafures fhoidd be adopted to 
comp>.l them. 

In tire mean time, as the feafon W'as al- 
ready very far advanced, and the country 
was relfored to perfect tranquillity, the 
Britifli and Vizier’s troops returned into 
the province of Owde, and the former 
w'ere ftationed in cantonments at Sultan- 
pore upon the Gumty (a river which runs 


^ Perhaps a want of money and deficiency of po- 
litical fyilem were more cogent reafons than any other 
for relinquifliing this undertaking at the prefent pe- 
riod. 
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through the province of Owde, waihing 
Lucknow in its courfe) to ferve as a check 
upon the future defigns of the Mahrattas. 

What farther views thefe marauders 
might have entertained is not pofitively 
known ; but, happily for the peace of thofe 
provinces, which had for five years groaned 
under their w'afleful depredations, the 
whole were about this period fuddenly 
called off by the troubles at Poona, 
where Ragonet Row had put to death the 
Peifhwa, his nephew, fucceeded him in his 
office, and had been afterwards depofed by 
the faction of Sindhea and other chiefs ; fo 
that the affairs of their government were 
thrown into the utmoft confufion, and 
their country threatened with a civil war; 
which rendered the prefence of Tuko Jee 
Holcar and his army abfolutely neceffary 
at Poona, in order to give a decided weight 
in favour of the new adminiffration.— — 
They accordingly called in all their detach- 
ments, and withdrawing the whole of 
their forces from the Doab, excepting a 

I fmall 
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fmall body which was ftationed at EtWa, 
went off to their own dominions, without 
leaving any eftablifliment to letain poflef- 
fion or colledt the revenues of the diftridls 
they had lately overrun in the northern 

part of that territory. Ahmed Khan 

Buxy (who had furrendered to Toko Jee 
Holcar at Ramghaut)* was at this period 
relcafed by theMahratta commander, who 
prefented him with an clepliant and palen- 
kin, and difmifled him with fuch tokens 
of cordiality and refpedt as raifed a fufpi- 
cion (perhaps notill founded) of fbme col- 
lufive management in the affair of Ram« 
ghaut, where the Buxy had exhibited fuch 
a glaring deficiency in the profecution of 
thofe meafures which were iiecellary for 
the repulfc of the enemy. 

In fadl, the charafferifllck treachery of 
the Rohillas, and their continually endea- 
vouring to circumvent or overturn each 
other, was ruinous to the caufe on every 
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occafion which required exertion and u- 
nanimity, and feemed to increafe with the 
increafe of their misfortunes, fo as at once 
to excite the refentment of their allies, and 
render them incapable of oppoling its ef- 
fe£ts. — This fpirit, fo detrimental to their 
welfare, and fo ruinous to them in its 
•ultimate confequences, appears in every 
anecdote refpefting the internal adminiftra- 
tion of their government ; and a moft 
ftriking inftance of it was at this time ma- 
nifefted, in the treatment of Sydoola 
Khan’s Bep;um, and of Mahummed-Yar 
Khan, the fourth fon of Alice Mahum- 
med, and now, excepting Fyzoola-Khan, 
the only furvivor.— It has already been 
oblerved that the guardians, on making a 
final partition of the province of Kuttaher 
among thcmfelves, in detriment to thofe 
who, although they pofl'efled no /ega/ title, 
were neverthclefs, as the children of Alice 
Mahummed, the natural heirs to his ufur- 
pations, had provided for the fubllftence 
of Sydoola Khan, by a pcnfion *, for the 
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payment of which funds were eftabliftied 
by each of the four principal chiefs grant- 
ing aflignments (to the amount fpecihed 
in the agreement) upon that portion of 
the territory which fell to his fhare in the 
aforelaid general partition. — Thefe aflign- 
ments were made over to the Buxy, who 
was authorized, from the nature of his of- 
fice, to collect the money ai\d apply it to 
the intended purpofe. 

On the dcceafe of Sydoola Khan, a pen- 
fion of three lacks of rupees per annum 
was continued, in like manner, to the 
Begum his widow : — this, however, was 
very irregularly paid ; and the late ijiciir- 
fions of the Mahrattas having defolated 
Rohilcund in many places, furnifhed a 
pretext for withholding it altogether. — - 
On the Mahrattas withdrawing into their 
own country, the Begum, fhortly after 
the Buxy’s releafe, feized the opportunity 
of the chiefs being ftill together in the 
field, to lay before them a reprefentatioa 
of her claims, and the diflrefs under which 

fhe 
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Ihe laboured, and intreated the difcharge 
o( the arrears due upon her penfion : at 
the fame time Mahummed-Yar Khan 
made loud complaints of the injurious and 
cruel negleft he fuflained, and of the mi- 
fery to which he was reduced from the 
total want of a maintenance. — Hafiz Rah- 
mut, on their applying to him, with his 
ufual duplicity referred them to the Buxj y 
as the perfon who was refponlible for the 
liquidation of all publick demands : the 
Buxy, however, denied in the ftrongeft 
terms his obligation to continue the pay- 
ment of the Begum’s penfion, unlefs he 
{hould be enabled to do fo by the feveral 
chiefs granting frefh affignments upon 
thofe parts of their country which, not 
having fufFcrcd from the late invalions, 
were now in a produ£llve Rate : the fons 
and co-heirs of Doondy Khan, on being 
folicited in this behalf, at once rejeded the 
appeal, declaring their father’s agreement 
to contribute to the fupport of Alice Ma- 
hummed's family in no wife binding upon 
them— At length, after much fruitlcfs 

negotiation. 
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negotiation, Hafiz, in order to put an end 
to the matter for the prefent, privately 
fcnt a meflage by a confidential fervant to 
the Buxy, advifing him to give written 
obligations to the Begum and to Mahum- 
med-Yar Khar, as well for the arrears due 
to the former, as for the payment of a re- 
gular annuity to the latter ; adding - • 

“ that when the Rohilla army fhould be 
“ dilbanded, and the people feparated to 
their feveral places of abode, he could 
“ then, without danger of any popular 
infurre<flion in favour of the parties, 
“ confult his own convenience with re- 
“ fpect to the fulfilment of them — This 
infidious advice the Buxy flridlly conform- 
ed to, and prevailed upon Mahummed-Yar 
and the Begum to accept thofe frail tefti- 
monlals of their rights ; but never after- 
wards paid them a fingle rupee ; and even 
wrefted from the former a fmall farm, pro- 
ducing about feven thoufand rupees per 
annum, which had been fettled upon him 
by Buxy Sirdilr Khan. 


P 


Joon 
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Soon after the Mahrattas had evacuated 
Rohilcund, Futteh-Khan Khanfaman was 
feized with a palfy in his left fide, of which 
he died in a few weeks. — He left fix Tons, 
of whom the two eldeft, Ahmed Khan 
and Azeem Khan, lhared his territory be* 
tween them, the diftri(Ss of Owlah and 
its dependances falling to the former, and 
thofe of Budavon and Owfie to the latter. 
-—Scarcely were the fons of Futteh Khan 
inftated in their inheritance, when, ac- 
cording to the ufual mode of proceeding 
among the Rohillas, each endeavoured to 
fubvert the other, and to eftablifli him- 
felf in foie poflTefiion of his fatlier’s lands 
andefiates. In this Ahmed Khan, who was 
by much the abler politician, fuccecdcd. — 
This feud between the brothers firfi: broke 
out in confequence of an effort, on the part 
of Azeem Khan, to retain in his own 
hands the whole of the elephants, artillery, 
and camp equipage, of his father, which 
were ftationed ,at Owfie at the period of 
his deceafe. — Upon this being compro- 
mifed through the mediation of Hafiz 

Rahmut, 
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iRahmut, who compelled Azeem Khan to 
deliver up a moiety of the artillery and 
ftores to Ahmed Khan, the latter afle£ted 
to treat his brother with the utmoll con- 
fidence and cordiality ; and having by this 
means thrown him off his guard, fuddenly 
marched to Owfte with a few refolute 
followers, and there fcizing on all the 
treafures and effects which had been left 
in that place by the deceafed, acquired, by 
this manoeuvre, fuch a decided fuperiority, 
as conftrained Azeem Khan to relinquilh 
the whole of his inheritance, and to fly for 
fafety to Peelcabete, where Hafiz Rahmut 
gave him protedlion, but could not, ot 
would not, procure him any rcdrefs ; and 
even acceded to Ahmed Khan fucceeding 
his father in the office of Khanfaman, 

The death of Futtch Khan left Hafiz 
Rahmut the only remaining perfon of 
thefe into whofe hands Alice Mahummed 
had committed the management of the Ro- 
hilla government for his children, and in 
him the oftcnfible power of the Rate now 
P 2 became 
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became veiled, as Fyzoola Khan and his 
brother had never been admitted to any 
efficient participation of it. — ^Haflz Rah- 
mut, notwithilanding his very advanced 
age, ilill perhaps pofleffed fpirit and abi- 
lities fufficient to have enabled him to bear 
with fuccefs the great weight thus thrown 
upon his ihoulders, had any tolerable de- 
gree of harmony fubfifled among the other 
leading members of the community ; but 
that unanimity which alone could render 
them formidable now no longer prevailed 
among them ; the authority of Hafiz, as 
“ chief guardian of the ilate,” was flight- 
ed by fome, and openly renounced by 
others ; they regarded the fuperiorlty he 
aflumed with envy ; and the manner of his 
attaining that pre-eminence had rendered 
him particularly obnoxious to the fons of 
Alice Mahummcd and their party ; lb that 
he found himfelf tottering on the pinnacle 
of an ufurped authority, without the fup- 
port of a Angle friend in whom he could 
venture to confide. 


In 
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In addition to a total defe£l in mutual 
alliance and general co>operation, many 
other circumftances concurred to weaken 
the power of the Afgan independances 
in the northern provinces at this period.— 
Zabita Khan had been drawn off from their 
intereft, as already related ; and the death 
of Ahmed Khan Bungifli left the princi- 
pality of Ferrochabad in the hands of his 
foil Muzzlffer Jung, a weak and ignorant 
young man, who, fo far from being able 
to add force or ftability to any union which 
might have been entered into by them for 
their general defence, had it not in his 
power to fupport himfelf ; and was con- 
ftrained, the year before, to have recourfeto 
Suja-al- Dowlah for his aid to proteft his city 
from tlie attempts of a petty detachment of 
Mahrattas : — add to this, thatinRohilcund, 
the feeds of contention, which had been 
fown in the original formation of the go- 
vernment, had long fince fprung up ; a 
mutual jealoufy and avowed animofity, 
which had effeftually eftranged the diffe- 
rent leaders from each other, induced every 
P 3 man 
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man, in the prefent unfettled ftate of affairs, 
to afpire at a feparate independence utterly 
inconfiftent with their political confe- 
quence as a colle^live body ; and the total 
relaxation or fufpenfion of the penal laws, 
attendant upon fuch a ftate of anarchy, 
could not fall of producing the moft mif- 
chievous effedls, among a people naturally 
of a fierce and untoward temper, and 
poflefled of a difpplitlon fo add idled to 
violence and rapine, as would at any time 
have required the.fevcrcft exertions of juf- 
ticc to reffrain it within bounds. The 
Hindoo farmers, aiid other original inhar 
bitants of the country, groaned under the 
worft fpecies of military vaffalage ; whilff; 
the upftart Mufl'ulman delpots who held 
them in fubjedtion, were, by theif perpe- 
tual feuds, difabled, as we have feen, front 
affording them the fmalleft protedlipn a- 
gainft armies of barbarous marauders, who 
every year fpread their devaftations among 
them, almpll without refiftance. — The 
haughty and turbulent fpirit of the Afgans 
poyld not long fubmit to that ffridt con- 

troul 
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troul which was neceffary to preferve any 
tolerable degree of regularity or fubor- 
dination in a government compofed of lb 

many independent members : confe- 

quently orders were no longer heard or 
obeyed ; — the adminiftration of juftice,— 
the colle£lion of revenue, — and the inter- 
courfe of commerce, were all at a Hand ; 
— the roads were infefted with bands of 
armed ruffians ; and every enormity had 
grown to fuch a height as was not likely 
to yield to any remedy which, in the pre- 
fent ftate of things, could poffibly be ap- 
plied. 

"Such was the (late of the Afgan powers 
in thefe countries a few months before 
the commencement of the celebrated 
» Rohilla fVarr 

Suja-al-Dowlah had, in his correlpon- 
dence with the Englifli government, re- 
peatedly exprefl'ed an earneft deiire to have 
an interview with Mr. Haftings, then go- 
vernor of Bengal; — and many -points of 
P 4 the 
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the utmoil confequence having occurred 
in the courfe of his intimate connec- 
tion with the Eritilhy the adjuilment 
of which could not any way be fo well 
efie£led as by a perfonal conference, the 
council at Calcutta were of opinion, 
that a meeting between their Prefident and 
the Vizier at this feafon would be pro- 
duftive of great benefit to the affairs of the 
Company : Mr. Haftings was accordingly 
provided by them with efpecial powers of 
negotiation, and arrived at Benares in the 
month of Auguft, A. D. 1773. 

It may be recolleiled that Suja-al-Dow- 
lah, at the clofe of the laft campaign a- 
gainff the Mahrattas, in confequence of 
Hafiz Rahmut’s apparent treachery, and 
breach of his engagements, had conceived 
an idea of feizing upon the Rohilla coun- 
try, and had even made propofals to the 
Britifh commander in chief for the afiiff- 
ance of the Englilh troops in the imme- 
diate execution of this defign. His pro- 
pofals were, at that time, for many pru- 
dential and political reafons, reje£ted : 

thcfc 
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thefe realbos, however, now no longer 
exifted the Mahrattas, whofe prefence 
had formed the grand obflacle to the un- 
dertaking, had gone off, and were now 
folely occupied in fettling the internal 
diflenfions of their own country; and 
many months had pafled, within which 
the Rohillas, if fo difpofed, could with 
eafe have difcharged the ftipulated fubfidy 
fo juftly due to the Vizier and Jiis Allies, 
for having twice cleared their country of 
an enemy ; but, inftead of fo doing, they 
had anfwered to the repeated importunities 
of the Vizier on this lubjedt, by a reite- 
ration of fubterfuges, delays, and excufes, 
which plainly indicated an intention on. 
their part of never difcharging the obli- 
gation. 

In confequeuce of this ftate of things, 
the Vizier, in his conference with Mr. 
HalHngs at Benares, propofed that the 
Britilh government ihould affift him with 
a brigade of the Company’s forces, to 
enable httn to effeift the complete fubjuga- 

(ion 
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hiiomd expedition was to be eventually de« 
termined. 

His firft objeft was the lecurity of the 
diflrifls of Korah and Allehabad, and the 
cftablilhment of fuch a line of defence on 
their northern frontier* from the Jumna to 
the Ganges, as would fccure him in the 
undiflurbed pofleflion of them. — Thefe 
countries had been guaranteed to the impo- 
tent Emperor, Shah Aulum, by the treaty 
of Allehabad *, but were abandoned, and 
virtually relinquilhed by him on his pro- 
ceeding to Delhi +, where he fliortly after 
made them over, by a grant, to the Mah- 
rattas J, who would certainly have ob- 
tained a permanent fettlement in them, 
which from their fituation, muft have 
been highly dangerous, if not utterly de- 
ftruAive, to thefafety and independence of 
all the eallern provinces, had not their 
fchemes been moft fortunately fruftrated 
by the timely and decifive interference of 
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the Engliih and they were co!ifirmed to 
Suja-al*Dow‘lah in the late couterence at 
Benares. 

The Mahrattas, although they had been 
compelled, by the prefeut deranged fitua- 
tlon of their ahairsat home, to rclinquilh 
a great part of their pofl'cflions in the Do- 
db, (as has been already obferved) had 
yet left fome fmall garrilons in the diftri£f 
of Etawa, which makes the northern 
boundary of the Korah province ; and, as 
their eftablifhment here might enable them 
to give him great difturbance at fome fu* 
ture period, the Vizier judged it prudent 
to begin by ejefling them. He accordingly 
croHed the Ganges at Mow, and marching 
over the Dodb *, laid feige to the fort of 
Etawa. — The Mahratta who commanded 
in that fortrefs, after a fmall refift- 
ance, merely to fave appearances, was pre- 
vailed upon to make a capitulation, by 
which the Mahrattas in this and other 


* 0 ( 51 . 1773. 


places 




*l6 HISTOHY OF Tlt^ 

places of the Do4b, were permitted to re» 
tire unmoIeAed beyond the Jumna» and 
Suja-al-Dowlah had the goed fortune to 
poflefs himfelf of the whole of ihefe di- 
ftri£ls without any farther oppoiition ; fo 
that his dominion between the rivers now 
extended from Allehabad near to Agra upon 
the Jumna, and to Kinnoge upon theGai> 
gcs. 

This great and unexpefted fuccefs, by 
removing e\7ery obftacle of any moment, 
determined the Vizier to adhere to the ex- 
ecution of his original defign ; and he 
forthwith wrote to the Council at Cal- 
cutta, conveying formal propofals, in the 
terms already mentioned, which, after due 
deliberation, were acceded to, nearly on the 
fame conditions as had been fpecified in the 
mterview at Benares 

The Rohilla expedition being now irre- 
vocably determined on, as it was yet early 
in the feafon -j-, the V'izier refolved to 

• Page 212.— Dec. 1773. 
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fmooth or remove every remaining obftacle 
to his views, which, as his main obje£l had 
been already attained with lb much facility, 
he concluded he might ealily efFe£l, before 
liis allies (hould be in readinels to take the 
field. Having taken proper precautions 
for the fecurity of Ills own ncquilitions in 
the Doai, by placing Aumlh*^ lupported by 
conlideiable bodies of troops, throughout 
the country, he proceeded to Ferrochabad. 
Notice has already been taken of the 
wretclied lituation to which that ftate had 
been reduced by the death of Ahmed 
Khan Bungifli, and the imbecility of his 
lucceflbr, whom Suja-al-Dowlah now eali- 
ly found means to cajole with affurances of 
his friendlhip and fupport, and finally to 
draw him intofuch engagements as left his 
country, property, and perfon at the foie 
difpofal of the Vizier, who foon found 
hlmfelf as entirely poflefled of Ferrocha- 
bad as of any part of his own original do- 
minions. From hence he lent for Zabita 
Khan, who, having been relealed from his 

* Angice — Superintendants, or colle^ors^of re- 
venue.” 

engagements 
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etjgagements with the Mahrattas, by their 
precipitate retreat from the Dodby had re- 
tired to Nijeebabad, fceming inclined once 
-more to join the fortunes of his country- 
men ; — but Suja-al-Dowlah, by his profef- 
fons, not only detached him from their 
intercfts, but even perfuaded him to join 
in the intended undertaking againft them. 
—At the fame time, the Vizier, appre- 
henfive, perhaps, of fome moleftation from 
Nudjiff Khan, who had lately rifen to a 
confiderable 'degree of power, and, after 
the retreat of the Mahrattas, managed the 
Emperor*s aflairs at Delhi, endeavoured to 
fecure his intertfl: by making him privy to 
his defign ; and, it is faid, even went fo 
far as to bold forth fome indiredl promifes 
of making over to his Majefty a lhare of 
whatever he (hould conquer ; in confe- 
quence of which the minifter entered with 
zeal into his defigns, and agreed to join 
the Vizier with a feleft body of troops as 
(bon as the campaign fhould commence. 

Every thing being now ripe for action, 

Suja- 
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Suja-al-Dowlah direct bis general, Lit4feC 
Alee Kha6, to march up the Ganges from. 
Ferrochabad, and to conilrudt a bridge of 
boats over the river at Ramghaut, by 
which he meant to enter at once into the 
heart of the Rohilla country ; but whilft 
Litafct was collctfting materials for this 
purpofe, the Vizier, by the advice of fome 
Englifli officers, abandoned that debgn, 
and determined to enter the Rohilla fron* 
tiers from his own dominions on the other 
fide of the Ganges ; as from thence the ar- 
my would be able to draw the raoft certain 
and regular fupplies, and the operations of 
the Englifli forces were, by the terms of 
the treaty, confined to the eajiwardoi that 
river. He accordingly returned to Mow, 
(where a bridge had been already laid) and 
eroding the river, advanced up the eaflern 
bank, and encamped at Shawbad, on the 
Rohilla frontiers. From hence he deputed 
a Vakeel to Hadz Rahmut, with b copy of 
his engagement*, and with orders. to make 
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a fiiriaal dsouHd of immediate p:^menr, oa 
pmn of the confequeaces. 

lo the mean time, the &cond bt;i« 
gade of the Company*s forces took the 
field in the beginning of the year i774f 
under the command of Colonel A,. Cham- 
pion, . and advanced by eafy marches to 
join the Vizier, according to agreement. 

When Litifet began to colle£k materials 
for confiruAing a bridge at Ramghaut, the 
Rohillas became fenfible of the approaching 
Rortn -their apprehenfions wfne confirm- 
ed by the fubfequeat march of the Epgliih. 
troops ; and, on the receipt of the afore- 
faid ipcffiigc from the Vizier, Hafiz Rah- 
mut amufed the Vakeel , with hopes of Arc- 
cefa in his deputation ; and, in the mean 
tinpe, applied to the feveral chiefs, defiring 
them either to enable him forthwith to dif- 
cUargethis demand, or to join him in the 
field -they had already refolved on the 
latter alter native. The Vakeel, after Ibme 
delay, was. Ant back to his mailer with an 

evafive 
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evafive aafwer» and Hafiz Rahmut pro^ 
ceeded from Peeleabete to OwUli, where 
he fet up his fitaodard^ and Tent notices 
throughout the country, requiring the Ro* 
hillas to repair thither.— —Here he was 
foon joined by Fyzoola Khan and others ; 
and as no remedy now appeared except 
open refiilance, Hafiz attempted to infpire 
into the feveral leaders a refblution to a£l; 
with unanimity and firmnefs in fupport of 
the common caufe : but all his efforts were 
rendered void by that fpirit of jealouly and 
£a£tion already mentioned, which contri* 
buted to dcflroy them much more efieftu- 
ally than the fword of the enemy. 

Hafiz firll: applied to Ahmed Khan 
Khanfaman, and Ahmed Khan Buxy, for 
money fiar the pUrpofe of railing troops 
and making the neceffary preparations ; as 
thefe chiefs were, by their offices, in veiled 
with the management of all receipts and 
diiburfements that miglit at any time be 
ncceflaiy for the defence of the general 
flate.— He at the fame time ofiered them 

bonds 
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bonds of indemnification, engaging either 
to hold himfelf perfonally refponfible, or 
to give aflignments upon his country for 
luch fums as they might advance from 
their own finances for the public fervice 
on the prefent occafion. Notwithftanding 
thefe afl'urances, however, they did not 
entertain fuch an opinion of Hafiz as 
would induce them to place any depen- 
dance upon his promifes, and having pre- 
vioufly entered into a private league to fup- 
port each other, abfolutely refufed to ad- 
vance any money, declaring “ they would 
“ oppofe with force whoever fhould offer 
“ to compel them.” 7 he Buxy, how- 
ever, was perfuaded, by fome of the more 
wife and difcrect among his friends, to 
adopt a more liberal mode of conduct, at 
leaft in appearance', and advanced tWo lacks 
of rupees for tuncaws, or aflignments, 
upon the territory of Budavon, which 
were given to him by the Khanfaman as a 
ftcurity “ perhaps” (fays the Rohilla 
narrator) “ neither the perfuafions of his 
** countrymen, nor his own convidlion of 

“ the 
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the approaching danger, would have 
fufficed to induce theBuxy to this cxcr- 
tion ; but, from the period of the quar- 
rel between the brothers” (Ahmed Khan 
and Azeem Khan) ** he had regarded the 
“ diftrl£t of Budavon with a greedy eye, 
“ and an aflignment, which would give 
him a future hold upon it, offered fuch 
“ a temptation as he could not rcfift.” 
(Here we fee, in the midft of immediate 
apprehenfion and diftrefs, and at a period of 
impending calamity, an involution of fub- 
tile treachery, which is feldom outfhone in 
the crooked mazes of political refinement 
in ufe among the moft polijhed nations ; — 
but to return — ) Several other chiefs threw 
fmall fums into the grand treafury upon 
the prefent exigency ; but this mode of 
fupply was not generally adopted, and af- 
ter all, the fum collefted was very infuffi- 
cient to defray the neceflary charges. In 
faft, fo low were their finances reduced by 
their dominions for the two preceding 
years having been the feat of war, th.it 
few of the Rohilla chiefs had it in their 
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power fo contribute largely the ^rtly 
perfons among them whole circuthfliabee^ 
enabled them to do fo were Hafiz Rahmtit^ 
the Kbanfama$u (enriched by the plunder 
of his brother) and Fyzoola Khan, ('^o 
bad long held the diftrifls of Rampore* 
£rom which, although not exceeding in 
value lochs per annum, he had faved 
confiderably, befides what he acquired by 
fucceeding to the inheritance of the per-! 
{bnal property of his father)— and neither 
Of thefe were willing to put too much to a 
rifk on the prefent occafion.— Many other 
Idtding men, inftead of coming boldly for- 
ward Oft this threatening emergency, 
feemed ' either abandoned to ihadive dfef- 
pondCricy, 6r withheld from exertion by 
lufpicious doubts of their fellows, each 
conceiving the other to be ready to betray 
hiria ; and Suja-al-Dowlah, well awate^of 
their prefent temper, employed a multi- 
tude of'emifTaries among them, who, *by 
working upon the bopcs of feme, and the 
fiiars of others^ mcreafed their mutual jea-' 
louly and ^iflrsfi. Neither the Buxy hot 

the 
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l^e -Kbanlaman Jqined the S^hUla ; 
till iome tinoe alter its foripation «. the 
zier having entered .into a nf^otia^pn :l^th 
thetn, and, partly by tbr^ts, p^rt^ hj 
promifes, prevailed on them (whatever apr 
pearance prudence might render neceffaryj 
to remain efifentially neuter in the enfiihig 
dispute ; and they were themfelves fufBci- 
entlj^ dirpoTed, in the prefent fituation, of 
things, rather to forfake than to ajjift their 
countrymen; as they knew that if. thp 
.Afgaus ihould make an effedlual reliflance 
and repel the invaders, Hahz wouldamply 
revenge himlelf upon them for their latp 
oppohtion to him. Mahboola Khan, and 
Fittee Uolah Khan (the Tons of Doondy 
Khan) negleded to appear in the held, oc 
to affift in any meafurcs of ger^ral po-ope-? 
x^ion uijtil levcral days after the enemy 
had entered into the country, as they had 
allb privately received a mefisge from, SujfU 
;tl<^Dowlah, who fent them a (a fj^i 
cred pledge of mutual faith amQt\g^Hh[uf^ 
mans) with alTurances his .prot^dipn, 
provided they ibould not j^in Knb-' 

Q 4 muc 



aa# BflStOtY OP THB 

mut on the prefent occafion ; and to this 
they returned a favourable reply ; but,' 
with a fraudulent inconliftency, perfedtly 
in charadter, they proceeded to Owlah at 
the head of a conliderable force within four 
days after ! 

Perhaps, indeed, thefe intrigues of Su- 
ja-al-Dowlah (whofe character was .well 
known) would have availed but little in 
(baking the fidelity of any of the chiefs, 
had not they been ftrengthened in their 
operation by the general dread of Hafiz 
Rahmut. 

To inveftigate the caufes of this fenti- 
ment, which on the prefent occafion was 
attended with fuch fatal efledts to the inte- 
reft of the Rohilla confederacy in general, 
and of Hafiz Rahrhut in particular, it is 
neceflary to take a (hort retrofpeft to fome 
incidents which could not have been related 
in their proper place without an unfeafona* 
ble interruption to the narrative. 


On 
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On the death of Futte Khan Khahfaman* 
Hafiz Rahmut took advantage of the quar> 
rel between his heirs to feize on fbme of 
the lands and effedls of that officer, and 
even refufed to pay to his fon and fucceflbr 
Ahmed Khan an old debt of two lacks 
of rupees, which he had owed to the Khan- 

faman for fome years paft : He had,* 

moreover, exa£led at another time the fum* 
of two lacks of rupees from the new Buxy,' 
on pretence of defray ii.g the expences of 
Allee Mahummed’s yonngeft fon, Ma-? 
hummed-Yar Khan, and applied themoney- 
fo extorted to his own ufe ; — and, after 
the death of Doondee Khan, he had made 
frequent requifitions of his fons Mahboola 
and Fittee Oolah, under the fame pre- 
tence. — In (hort, from the time that the 
death of his colleagues had thrown the 
principal power into his own hands, Hafiz 
Rahmut had fo often made an intemperate 
ufe of the oftcnfiblc authority with 'which , 
as “ chief guardian of the ftate,” he Wats 
veiled, (and which he liad been able to 
fupport only by fuperiority of' military 
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and territorial refoarcea^ that, hrnv* 
ever refpedied for hi% abilitiea, aud hra* 
very, and revered for the apparent fandity. 
of his manners, he was almoil universally 
dreaded and dilliked ; and as he waa aware 
of this difpohtion in his countrymen, the 
intrigues he continually kept on foot, to 
fupport his infivence, had couhderably 
lividened the breaches before exifting a- 
mong the members of a naturally turbu« 
lent and diftraded date: — even Fyzoola 
Khan, from whom alone he could exped 
ef^dual fupport, was not without fulpi- 
cipns that Hahz had at this period pro* 
jeded a plan to raife up a dangerous ..rival 
againft him in the perfon of his. brother 
Mahummed'Yar, and looked to the time 
whefft his own property might fall afacri- 
iice to the crooked politicks and infatiable 
avarice of his wily guardian.— “ To fum 
up all,” fays the Rohilla narrator, “ a, 
“ fufprifing degree of animofity and dif- 
** cord had long fince arifeu in Rohilcund, 
and each perfon was employed in (iiay^ 
was earaeftly ie/tf upon ) the eradication 

*♦ of 
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** of his neighbour ; and in eirder to eSeUd 
the de{ira£^ion and ofTcrthrow of his 
** own immediate kindred 'and connect 
** tions, was ready to enter into league 
** with foreigners and ftrangers : the event 
** was what might be expected, — what 
** indeed foon appeared in the cotirle o| 
** the fucceeding occurrences,”*— In fuch 
circumllances, it is not furpriiing that^ 
even at this awful moment, when a foreign 
enemy was about to overwhelm them, thei 
chiefs were lb dubious of each other that 
no general lyftem of defence was adopted, 
nor any orders executed with the promp- 
titude and alacrity necelTary in lb critical 
a juncture. 

Such was the ruinous lituation of affairs 
in the Rohilla camp, when the combined 
armies of Suja-al-Dowlah and his Britilh 
allies entered their country on the lath 
day of April, 1774*. 

On 

^ As t;he writer has been dcfirous (for very ob- 
vious reafotis) to adhere elofely to the account given 

bjr 
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On the allied army crofling the river 
IKirriM (which interfeftsthe fouthern boun- 
itry of Rohilcupd near Shawbad) feveral 
Zimeendars, and fome governors of dif- 
trifls upon the borders, came in to the Vi- 
zier and threw themfelves upon his mer- 
cy ; and were permitted to remain unmo- 
lefted in their habitations : but, as it was 
judged imprudent to leave any ihelter to 
thofe, who by their behaviour appeared to 
be iuimicably inclined, and who, as the 
army advanced, might, by returning to 
their habitations, be the means of inter- 
rupting the free communication with the 
Vizier’s country, and cutting off the fup- 
plies, his troops burned and deftroyed the 
villages of fuch as had refufed to fubmit, 
or had abandoned them on his approach. 

Fyzoola 


by the RohU’ay in his relation of the fubfequent 
tranfaftions, he hopes that this motive will be con- 
fideredas a fiifficient apology for any inaccuracies that 
may appear in it; he has blended the Englijh account 
with it, as far as is confiftent with his adherence to 
the other. 
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Fyzoola Khan now became fo fenfible of 
the inability of the Rohilla forces to refifl: 
the power which was brought againft 
them, that he repeatedly applied to Hahi 
Rahmut, intreatiug him, if poflible, to 
come to an accommodation with the 
Vizier, and offering himfelf to undertake 
the payment of liis demands, by exerting 
his intereft with the other chiefs, and per- 
fuading them to contribute to the dii- 
cliarge of them ; — but Hafiz, with a wil- 
ful perverfenefs which Teemed to urge 
him to his fate, declined accepting of any 
of thofe overtures, and determined, at 
all events, to try his fortune in the field. 

On the 17th of April, Hafiz, who af- 
fiimed the chief command of the Rohilla 
army, marched with his whole force, con- 
filling of about twenty-four ihoufand 
horfe and foot, four thoufand rocket men, 
and fixty pieces of cannon and amuzettes, 
and the next day took poll near the village 
of Cutterah, on the banks of the Bogga^ 

his 
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bb rear tnd tj^ie of hb flanks being covers 
ed by that river. 

Colonel* Champion, who was comman-^ 
dcr in chief of the firitlfh and Viiier’s 
forces, advanced on the 20th to Shahjehan- 
pdre, and on the two focceeding days made 
ibme feints, as if he intended to take a 
circuit and advance into the interior part 
of the country, without coming to ac- 
tion; the appreheuhon of which would 
conflrain the Rohillas to relinquifh the ad- 
vantages of ^e judicious polition they had 
choibi. 

HaBz Rahmut, who had for two days 
expelled to fee the enemy, and kept his 
troops under arms for feveral hours each 
ixioraing to be in readinefs for their re- 
ception, couBderably relaxed his vigilance 
when he found that, inHead of coming 
direfkly upon him, they were employed 
in meafures which indicated an intention 
of turning his rear, and thereby cutting 
off his communication with Owlah - and 

Barellee 
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Bareil<ee» frooa whence alone the Rc^illas 
could draw the fupplies neceflarj to their 
fubfiftence. Alarmed at this idea, he made 
fome change in his portion, with an in- 
tention of retreating to the lail of'theie 
towns, ihould circumllances render this 
meafure neceOlary. 

On the 2 2d, the Bntilk commander, 
finding that his manoeuvres had produced 
their intended cfFe£t, made the ncceffary 
preparation for aflion, and marching the 
next morning at two o’clock, without beat 
of drum, threw his baggage and followers 
into a fmall fort which had been deferted 
by the enemy, and came within view of 
the Rohilla camp a little after fun-rife. 

Nothing could exceed the aflonifhmenc 
of Hahx Rahmut, when he underflood 
that the whole army of the enemy were 
drawn upin battle array, within cannon fhot 
of his encampment, after having beat in the 
out-pofted guards, who were the firft mef- 
fengexs of the alarm. He dirc^il^ mount- 
ed 
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C4 J^lc^p^ant in order to go forth and 
fec^nnoitre their pofition, whilft in the 
mean time the Rohillas were thrown into 
a general confufion by the near and unex- 
pe£led approach of their adverlaries.— — 
Hahz Rahmut, when he rode out, had 
neglected to order the Nekkdreh (or alarm 
drum) to beat, fo that a conliderable time 
elapfed before any line was formed, or the 
artillery prepared for a£lion, and no ge- 
neral plan of operations having been fet- 
tled, nor any^ orders received, every leader 
a^ed as lie thought proper. — About four 
thoufand of their infantry, feeing things 
in fuch diforder, retired, panlck ftruck, 
from the field ; and when Hafiz returned 
to the camp, he found a great part of the 
troops ready to follow their example ; his 
prefence, however, reftored them to Ibme 
degree of order, and infpired them with a 
relblution to make one brave effort for the 
preferyadon of their independence. 

Hafiz took his poll la the centre of the 
A%au army, which was dire<Slly oppofed 

to 
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to the Britifh troops Fyzoola and Muf- 
takeem Khan, with fome of the other 
principal chiefs, led on that dlvilion of their 
forces oppofite to the corps of Litafet 
and the Vizier’s fepoys ; and they were 
at this inftant joined by Mahboola Khan 
and his brother Fittee Oolah, who had 
left Blfleeolee with their followers the pre- 
ceding day. 

The action confided principally of a 
cannonade, which was fupported above 
two hours with great fpirit on both fides, 
at firft at the diftance of a thoufand yards, 
which, as the armies gradually advanced 
towards each other, was afterwards reduced 
to five hundred : the powder of the Ro- 
hillas being of a very bad quality, mod 
of their diot fell Ihort ; and their rockets, 
although thrown in prodigious quantities, 
did but little execution ; whild a conti- 
nual fhower of balls fell upon their centre 
from the Englidi artillery, and made 
dreadful havock in their unwieldy co- 
lumns.— Many attempts were made by 
R Mudakeem 
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MuftakeemKhan and others to lead the 
pavalry to the charge, and to force the 
enemy’s flanks, but without effe£t. — At 
lengthy Hafiz, feeing the Ipirit of the 
foldiers begin to droop under the fuperior 
fire of the Englilh, defeended from the 
elephant which he had hitherto rode, and 
ted an ordinary horfe, to convince 
his followers that he had no intention of 
efcaping, but was determined to conquer 
or die« — Very, fifon after this, he, on whom 
every thing depended, fell. — The center 
feeing the fate of their general, imme- 
diately began to give way; and in a few 
xninutes the whole broke, and fled with 
precipitation, leaving their camp (which 
was flill Handing) with all their baggage 
and artillery to the vidors. 

Inamediately on the Rohillas giving way, 
fome bodies of the Vizier’s cavalry were 
detached in purfuit ; aud the flying troops, 
in order to lave themfelves from total de- 
all feparated, and went off tp 

different 
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dif&rent places, lb that in a few hours the 
Rohilla army no longer exifted. 

The lofi fuftained by the Vizier and his 
Allies in this decifive a^ion was incon- 
ftderable ; but that of the Afgans was not 
iefs than two thoufand killed and woun- 
ded ; and their whole fyftem fufiered an 
irreparable blow in the death of their gal- 
lant leader. 

Thus fell Hafiz R^hmut, who (not* 
withftanding his low original) whether \^e 
confider him as a foldier or a ftatefman# 
was certainly entitled to fome degree of 
refpeft. — ^As the director of a factious and 
drftr^fted government, he by the fupe- 
riority of his talents and addrefs kept h}- 
gether its feveral parts much longer, cer- 
tainly, than could have been expeded, 
conlidenng the nature of the people with 
whom he had to deal, and the unfortu- 
nate events under which they WboUfed.— 
His perfonal bravery and hrmndlk-in the 
hour of danger would have enabled the 
R 2 Rohillas 



»s8 HISTORY or THR 

Kohillas to fupport themfolves with fuc* 
cefs again ft all their foreign enemies, and 
fo have protected their dominion from the 
many calamities in which it had been in- 
volved for fome years paft, had he been 
properly fupported by his colleagues ; and 
it was this fpirit that determined him, on 
the failnre of every other refource, to 
prefer an honourable death to an inglorious 
iubmiftion. — • But, however praifeworthy 
Jiis conduft in fhefe fituations may appear, 
the circumftances of his rife to power, as 
well as the ufe he often made of that 

power when acquired, muft detraft 

greatly from his merit l—and it remains 
to be regretted that fuch happy endow- 
ments Ihould have been blended with the 
moi^ mifchievous of al} vices, and that a 
grafping and unprincipled ambition (hould 
have induced him to betray the truft of 
hia friend, and ufurp the inheritance of 
)ii$ wards, in a manner which tarnilhes 
rU his great qualities and throws a per- 
petual flur on his memory; nor was the 
^ta he mpt with lefs dejerved than it has 
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been, by numbers, pitied and lamented ^ : 
but, to return, — 

Fyzcx)la Khan and his brother Mahum- 
med-Yar, who had both exerted them* 


* It is here necellary to remark that, (among a 
multitude of fimilar errors) this perfon has been con- 
founded with Hafizy the famous poet of Shirdz^ who 
fiouriflied above four hundred years ago.— It is much 
to be lamented that the warmth and eagernefs of po- 
litical refentments, (however laudable their motives) 
fhouldfometimes ftimulatethe moft eminent charafters, 
by haftily adopting all circumliances which can tend to 
aggravate imputed guilt, and putting them together 
without a fufficient inquiry into the foundation of 
them, to fully the pure and Ample beauty of Truths 
which needs not the turgid inflation of unfounded 
rhapfody to fupport it : — Hafiz Rahiliut, the moft 
‘‘ eminent of their chiefs, — as famous throughout thf 
taji for the elegance of his literature and the fpirit of 
his poetical compojitions {by which he fupported the name 
of Hafiz) as for his courage, was invaded ficc* 
&c. — ■ Hafiz was neither a poet nor a man of letters, 
-—His original name was Rahrrtut Khan The title 
of Hafi% (anglice, the prote^cr) he afterwards af^ 
fumed, as being expreflive of his rank and office. 

♦ Parliamcntfiry Rcgiftcr, No. LXXVI. page 105, 

R ^ f'elvr«s 
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felves willi much gallantry in the fore* 
going a£tlon>y when they heard that Hafiz 
wa» killed, ufcd every eflbrt to keep their 
troops together. — Fyzoola had attempted 
to make a charge upon Litifet’s corps ; in 
this, however, he failed ; and the Afgans 
faw the Britifh lipe advancing upon them 
in fuch excellent order that, dreading the 
effefls of their mulquetry, neither the up- 
braidings nor intreaties of their leaders 
could induce them to (land ; and they rode 
off the field at full gallop, hurrying them 
along with them.— Fyzoola Khan, feeing 
the army totally difperfed, fled in defpair 
to Rampore ; and taking from thence his 
family and valuable cfFefts, retired, by the 
route of Patterghurr, to the flrong pafs in 
the Camm6w hills above LoUdong, which 
had twice before ferved as a place of re- 
fuge to his countrymen ; and- here he was 
daily joined by numbers who preferred the 
defperate chance of this lafl refource m 
fubmiflion to the enemy on any terms. 


Nothing could exceed the terror and 

confufion 
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coafuiioa of the Afgans throughout Ro* 
hilcund) on learning the difallrous iflue 
of a battle which at once annihilated their 
power and decided the fate of their do- 
minion ; and the news wai quickly ipread 
abroad with all the exaggerations which 
commonly accompany the relation of any 
general and unexpected calamity.— -Neither 
were their fears confined to the progtefs of 
the victorious army. Wherever the defeat 
of the Rohillas became known, the Hin- 
doo Zimeendars (each of whom is poffef- 
fed of a ftrong hold attaching to the chief 
village of his diftriCt) Ihut their forts, and 
refufing their late mafters fuccour or pro- 
tection, plundered, without diltlnCtion, 
all whom they found flying towards the 
hills ^ fo that numbers of the Afgans, 
who would otherwife have joined their 
countrymen at Lolldong, returned to their 
homes, and there quietly waited the event. 
— Many more, indeed, were encouraged, 
to this by the generous and temperate con- 
duct of the Britiih troops, whole charac- 
teriflick virtues were not more difplayed 
R 4 by 
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by their gallantry in the late engagement, 

than by their humanity after it. In 

tile clofe of the aiSion, whilft yet flulhed 
with recent viftory, they advanced by di- 
vifions, and marched through the Ro- 
hilla camp with all the difciplined cool- 
nefs and regularity of a review; not a 
man offering to leave his poft, or to feize 
on any part of the fpoil which was Matter- 
ed over the plain around them : and on 
the fame evening all the wounded Ro- 
hillas who appeared to be in a curable 
(late were taken into the Englifh holpital, 
and attended with the fame care as their 
own people ; and thefe circumftances un- 
doubtedly contributed not only to the re- 
putation of the conquerors, but to the fa- 
cility of their fubfequent fuccefs. 

On the final flight of the Afgans, Ma- 
licnnmed-Yar Khan, attended by the Buxv 
and the Khanfaman, went off to Ovvlah, 
where they arrived the fame afternoon, 
and {pent the night in all the confufion of 
difliraded councils and unavailing lamenta- 
tions. 
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tuMis. In the morning, the two minif^eril 
leaving colleded together thdr families and 
treaftires, proceeded to the bills by the 
way of fiiflbolee and MoradabSd, and 
joined Fyzoola Khan, (who, on the death 
of Hafiz afifumed the chief command) at 
Lollddng. Mahummed-Yar Khan accom- 
panied the minillers to Bifibolee, and from 
thence went with a few attendants through 
Sumbull to Fyrozabad, where he found 
Mahummed Alice Khan, a perfon of in- 
fluence and experience, and an old retainer 
of his father’s. To him he declared his 
intentions of proceeding to Lollddng to 
join his brother, but was dill'uaded from 
this defign by the arguments of Mahum- 
med Alice, who aflTured him “ that he 
“ could not poflibly pafs through the 
country in fafety, as the Zimeendars 
“ were all up in arms : — that, as the fa- 
mily of Doondce Khan ftill remained 
“ at Bifl'oolee, and thofe of Hafiz Rahmut 
** with all their efFcfls, at Peelcabcte, he, 
“ who poflefled nothings might furely re- 
“ tire to his own habitation without ap- 

** prehenfion 
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** prehenlioa of daager, and thereby aroui 
“ ejcpohng bis family to almoft inevitable 
** dellru^ioQ from the intenfe heats of the 
prefent fqpfon ; and the late condudl of 
** the Engliih evinced that he had more to 
** hope from their kindnefs than to fear 
** from their refcntment.” In confor- 

mity to this advice, Mahummed-Y^r Khan 
retired to his own place of refidence at 
Owlah. 

Mahboola Khan, and his brother Fittee 
Oolah, depending much upon the alTur- 
ances which they had received from the 
Vizier previous to the battle of Cutterah, 
(altliough they had forfeited all title to 
this dependance by joining their friends in 
the engagement) retired to BifToolee, their 
own city, and there remained. 

The Begum widow of Sydoola Khan* 
(who refided at Owlah) on learning the 
death of Hafiz Rahmut, and the defeat of 
the Rohilla forces, immediately difpatched 
a melleuger to Suja-al-Dowlah, “ requefiv 

“ ing 
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** log taknow his pleafore with refpedt to 
•* her, whether he meant that fhe Ihould 
“ furrendcr up her cfFefts, or rely upon 
“ his gencrofity”.— — -In reply to this the 
Vizier immediately ordered two of his 
confidential fervants to wait upon the Be- 
gum—** to afiurc her of his favourable in- 
“ tentions towards her, and to requefther 
“ not for a moment to admit any doubt or 
** apprehenfton into her mind, nor by ill- 
“ grounded fears to difl'eminate confufiou 
“ and terror in the city of Owlah : — that 
** her annual allowance, which, under the 
** Rohilla chiefs, had never exceeded fifty 
“ thoufand rupees per annum, fl^ould be 
“ increafed to fomething more proportion- 
“ able to her rank and fituation ; and that 
** fhe might hope for every thing from his 
future kindnefs.” Confiding in thefe de- 
clarations, the Begum remained at Owlah, 
and thereby preferved the tranquillity of 
the city, where there was no more ap- 
pearance of difturbauce or difordcr than if 
nothing extraordinary had happened. 


The 
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The family of Hafiz Rahinut, with a 
torpid apathy which is not eaiy to be ac* 
counted for, took no meafures either for 
flight or defence, but continued quietly in 
the fort of Peeleabete, apparently little 
moved by the late (to them) dreadful ca- 
laftrophe. 2 Soo-al-Fukkar Khan, Hafiz’s 
cldeH: fon, who had fled to Barellee imme- 
diately after the battle, when he heard of 
Mahummed-Yar Khan being at Owlah, 
went and joined him at that place. 

Such were the immediate effects of the 
buttle of Cutterah among the Rohlllas : let 
us now return to the Vizier and his allies. 

A body of Suja-al-Dowlnh’s horfe took 
poflefliou of the city of Barellee the night 
after the aflion. The viflors enamped on 
the 23d, and the fucceeding day near the 
field of battle, and, on the 25th, leaving 
Baiellee on their left, marched towards 

Peeleabete. The family of Hafiz Rah- 

mut, on hearing of the Vizier’s approach, 
were rather pleafed than alarmed at the in- 
telligence. 
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telKgence, as their greateft dread arole 
from the apprehenfion of fome of the Ro- 
hillas takiDg this opportunity to retaliate 
upon them the former exaflions of their 
deceafed chief ; againR which they hoped, 
under the Ihelter of the Engliih or 
the Vizier, to find a permanent protec- 
tion.— In fhort,” (fays the narra- 
tor) “ misfortune and infatuation was 
“ their lot, in that they did not think 
of taking refuge in the intrenchments at 
** the foot of the hills, which were at fo 
inconfiderable a diftance, and where, 
“ under the guardianfhip of Fyzoola 
** Khan, their honour and their property 
“ would have remained fecure and un- 
touched, and they would have expcri- 
“ enced every kind of attention and re- 
gard from that benignity for which he 
is fojuftly famed.” The event, indeed, 
foou evinced the folly of their inactivity.— 
The garrifon had already abandoned the 
place ; fo that, upon the allied troops ap- 
pearing before it, it was furrendcted with- 
out any reiiHance ; and the fatnily of Hafiz 

Rahtnot 
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ftahmbt, together with fuch treafure, 
Jewels, &c. as remained from the wreck of 
his fortuiK, fell into the hands of the Vi> 
aier without ftipulation or condition ; and 
the next day all the women and children of 
the Haram were put into pelanquins and 
other covered carriages, and fent off under 
a ftrong guard to Owlah, whither the Vi- 
zier accompanied them. 

Two days after the furrender of Peelea- 
bete, the Englifh troops fell back to Barel- 
lee, where they remained for feme time, 
the commander in chief meaning to canton 
there during the enfuing rainy l^lbn ; 
however, at the requeft of the Vizier, they 
renfioved from hence, and marched to Bif- 
ibolee. At this place they found Nudjiff 
Khan, who, in purfuance of his promife, 
had brought along with him a body of fix 
thoufand men to aifift in the redudion of 
the Rohillas, but arrived too late to have 
any lhare in the foregoing fervice. 

The two brothers, Mahboola Khan and 

Fitte , 
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Fittee Oolah, when they beheld the fate 
of Hafiz Rahmut's family; began to enter- 
tain Tome doubts of the Vizier's intentions 
with refpefl: to themfelves, elpecially as 
they were confcious that by their brcacK 
of a private agreement previoufly under- 
ftood, (in joining Hafiz Rahmut in the 
battle, notwithftanding their acceptance 
of the overtures from the Vizier) they 
muft In fome meafure be confidered 
as having forfeited that protection to 
which they might otherwife have laid 

claim : they therefore now refolved to 

divide the hazard^ by one of the brothers 
proceeding to pay his refpeCs to the Na- 
bob, whilft the other Ihould remain at Bif- 
foolee (where their families and treafures 
were depofited) and aC as circumftanceS 
might direC. — ^Accordingly, Fittee Oolah 
Khan proceeded to the Vizier’s camp at 
Barellee, and there, before he would ven- 
ture to appear, folicited the mediation of 
Salar Jung (the Vizier’s uncle) in his fa- 
vour.— Some of his friends endeavoured to 
dilTuade the Rohilla from taking this Hep, 
and advifed him rather to apply to the Bri- 
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eotncDinder ** as it well knowv 
•* rf»at when the Englilh ■ wwd was 
** pledged it could be relied on ; whereas, 
** no £uth could be placed either in dhe 
** Vizier bioifelf or in any of his officers.” 
Fittee Oolah, however, rejefted this 
falutary council ; and procuting an intro- 
dudtion to the Vizier the next day, imme- 
diately after being difmiffcd from audience 
he was ordered into confinement. — In the 
interim, Mahbot^a Khan waited at Bif- 
foolee, under much anxiety to hear of his 
brother’s fuccefs, and would have availed 
himfelf of the intelligence he received con- 
cerning his reception, by removing with 
the mod valuable part of his treafure to 
jan his countrymen at Lollddng ; but his 
intention was at once fruflrated by the un* 
expefled appearance of NudjifT Khan, who 
arrived Ft BiflToolee the fame evening, and 
cither gueffing the RoWIla’s defign, or 
being furniffied with previous inftrudions, 
placed guards around his houfe, fo that all 
hope of efcape was extinguiihed ; and thus 
both the brothers experienced the natural 

effects 
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of their indecifive and trirntm^ 
policy.— —Had they boldly reje^^ the 
Vi2ier*s infidious offers in the firft in- 
llance, and openly and gallantly (hared 
the fortunes of their countrymen in 
their laft retreat, their honour would dill 
have remained untouched, and theirperfons 
free ; but, by acceding to the Vmer’s of> 
fers, and afterwards appearing againft him 
in battle, they entailed upon themfelves 
univerfal odium, and at the fame time in* 
curred his implacable reiimtment. 

The day before the arrival of the allied 
army at Biflbolee, Mahummed>Y&r Khan 
came in, and being prefen ted to the Vizier 
by his fervants Mirza Ramzinee and Mir- 
za Agfi, was very favourably received ; nor 
did he ever afterwards fuffer any molefta- 
tion either in his perfon or himily. Num- 
bers of the other Rohillas, who had not ac- 
companied their countrymen in their flight, 
on hearhrg this, came in, andflaund afimi- 
Jar reception* 


S 


From 
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From (^lah the Vizier wrote circular 

m 

iMtersto all the remaining Afgana of any 
note throughout the country, defiring 
them, to continue quietly in their dwel* 
lings, and ^ving them the mofi: folemn 
afiurances of procet^ion. Thefe delarations 
were in general attended with their full ef> 
fe£t ; m a few weeks all the country fouth 
of Bampore was put entirely into thepof- 
feffion of the Vizier, and every thing was 
foon reduced to perfect tranquillity. 

Shortly after his arrival at Biflbolee, the 
Vizier fent off the Ions of Doondee Khan, 
thein wives and children, together with 
the family ^id immediate retainers of Ha> 
fiz Rahmut, and numbers of the Afgan 
inhabitants of Bareilee, Owlah, Bifl'oolee, 
and other places, to Allehabad, under the 
conduit of his brother-in-law, the Na- 
bob Salar Jung** 

On 


♦ Much has been faid of the fxcefpvi crutltlu prac- 
tifed by Suja-al-Dowlah on his Rohilla prifoners^ and 

in 
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On the commencement of the rainy 
fony Suja^al-Dowiah and his allies built 
temporary quarters of cantonment in the 
neighbourhood of Biflbolee, where a Hin> 
doo named Be^fs Riye (who had been the 
Dew&n of Hafiz Rahmut) inflnuated 
himfelf into the Vizier’s favour, by giving 
him information refpefting the fecret de- 
pofits of treafure, dec. among the Rohil- 
las, and being himfelf forward in commit- 
ting afts of oppreflion upon them.-— To 
this man Suja>al-Dowlah rented the con- 
quered country, at the rate of two kroret 
of rupees per annum ; but he was loon after 
difplaced on account of his nlalverfations ; 
the whole body of the people making loud 


io particular, on the family of Hafiz Rahmut ; the 
above, however, it all that is mentioned by the Robilla 
narrator upon this fubjefl ; and, notwithfianding 
every poffible inquiry, the writer has never been able 
to difeover a fingle document from which he might af- 
certain any one particular of this alledged ill ufage, 
unlefs the inconveniences necefiarily attendant upon 
fenfinmunt and rnntval are to be termed fuch. 

S 3 compUints 
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tlbe rufrenof^ towhidi th^ 

fuhje&ed under bis adminiflration. 

Fyzoola Khan« on flying to the bills, 
perceivring the ruinous flate of the Afgan 
caule, refolved to attempt every expedient 
to fcreen himfelf from that deflrudion in 
ivhich the fortunes of fo many of his 
countrymen were already involved ; and 
hoped to obtain, by negotiation, a happier 
and more honourable fettlement than the 
prefect fituation of aflairs afforded him any 
profpefl of procuring by other means. 
Many clrcumflances, indeed, w'ere in his 
favour.*—As the eldefl; remaining fonof Al- 
lee Mahummed, he was the oflenfible heir 
to his pofleflions, however furreptitioufly 
thefe pofleflions were obtained : the injuf- 
tice done him by his guardians, bis inno* 
cence with refpeft to the origin of the war, 
and his amiable character and manners 
(independant of other circumflances) all 
contributedl to plead flrongly in his behalf, 
•^He therefore wrote to the commander in 

chlif 
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tihief of the Britilh forces atBiBbolee, propo* 
ling, through the mediation of the Englilh, 
to come to terms with the Vizier ; and, on 
the 19th of May he deputed an Afj^n 
named Ahdureen Khan, to negotiate with 
Colonel Champion. — The Vakeel had in- 
Aru 61 ions to propofe /Arte fevcral modes of 
adjullment. The moH feazible of thefe was, 
** that his mailer Ihoold hold the whole of 
** Kuttdher in fealty of the Vizier, paying 
** him an annual tribute of forty lacks of 
“ rupees, — the Britilh government to re- 
** ceivc from him a donation of thirty lacks 
“ (on the part of the Company) as a rc' 
“ compence for their good offices in influ- 
“ encing the Vizier to accede to thefe 
“ terms.” — The commander in chief wrote 
to the Council at Calcutta, llrongly re- 
commending the propriety of their procu- 
ring this or fome limilar compromife in be- 
half of the Rohilla chief : the Council, 
however, declined any interference between 
the principals in the war, under an appre- 
henfion (probably not ill-founded) that the 
Vizier might be led to explain fucb an in- 
S 3 terpofitin^ 
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terpofitlon into a breach of their treaty with 
him, which would afford him a pretext for 
not fulfilling his part of it; and they 
moreover objefted to the propofed meafure 
on grounds of political expediency 

This 


♦ The fubftance of the arguments ufed as reafons 
for the Britiih government declining to interfere be- 
tween the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan on this occafion 
is contained in the following extraft of a letter written 
by Mr. Haftings, in anfwcr to the reprefentations of 
the commander in chief concerning it. 

WE engaged to aflift the Vizier in reducing the 
“ Rohilla country under his dominion, that the boun- 
“ dary of his pofleflions might be completed by the 
“ Ganges forming a barrier to cover them from the 
attacks and infults to which they wereexpofed, by 
“ his enemies either poflefling, or having accefs to, 
“ the Rohilla country : this our alliance with him, 
** and the necefTity of maintaining this alliance folong 
as he and his fucceflbrs Hiall deferveour proteftion, 
rendered advantageous to the Company’s intereft; 
becaufe the fecurity of his poiTeflions from invafiong 
in that quarter is^ in efieft, the fecurity of our’s : 
hot if the Rohilla country is delivered to Fyzoola 
“ Khan, the advantages propofed from this meafure 

will 


41 
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Thtis mtgotiation neceffarily occu^ed 
ibfne time. Fyzoola K.han, however, did 
not in the interim negleft any meal'ures 
which might be rcquifite to enable him to 
make a vigorous defence in the laft refort. 
On his arrival at Lolldoiig, he had ifl'ucd 
proclamations, inviting all the Afgnns to 
join his ftandard there. — During the In- 
terval of fufpenfion of hoflilities, every 
means had been u fed by intrenchments and 
barricadoes to render the poll at this place 
as tenable as poffible ; and multitudes of 
Rohillas, who would never otherwile have 


will be totally defeated. The fame obje(5lion® from 
“ the V'nur will take place againft him as againft Ha- 
« fiz Rahmut he will be aduated by the fame prin- 
ciples of lelf-defence, and the fame imprellions of 
“ fear, to feek„the protetSlion of other powers againft 
« the Vizier, and of courfe, wiH create the fame jea- 
“ loufies and fufpicions in the mind of the Vizier, 
“ with the additional and ftrong incentive of a mutual 
animollty, and of an enormous debt, which, pro- 
bably, f yzoola iChan will find no meant to get 
“ clear of, but by engaging in hoftilitiet againft the 
“ Vizier.” 

S 4 


thought 
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thpT^bl: ww 44y!!5f(,;;byilhe 

eX3^QM of th,e render aQdi)i? 9gtQls,\|a 
fco^ an ^fylum here : inibmucjb Fh^» h<^. 
fore the rains were yet fuliy fct in, (pcH 
intclligepce was received of the iit^M^ion. 
and daily augmenting ftrength of the Ai[-, 
gans, as made it nece{lary» notwithO^dx. 
ing the fcycrity pf the ifeadon, to proceed 
againlj them without lofs of time. There 
>yerc, moreover, other cogent reafons fpr . 
pulhiog the operations to a hnal couclitr . 
fion at this periodT^* reported that 
the Vizier had entered into an agree- 
ment with the Emperor Shah Aulum, be- 
fore the commencement of the Rohilla 
war, engaging to make over to his Majefty 
a moiety of whatever territory he fhould 
ac<juire either in the Dodb or jn Rohil- 
cund ; in coafiderjtion of which agree- 
ment he had received, as Fizier of the Em~ 
plre.y a royal firman^ “ authorizing him to re- 
‘ ‘ duce the A%an rebels in ^ohilcund to obe- 
“ dienpe.;’.’ and he wjs now honoured with 
aJettff ^om the Emperor, “ congratulating - 
“ himirJ the vBarmeft terms on his late fut> 

“ cefs. 
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and hn^fing at tht txpe&eiift^fibi^ 
of bis- ^^a^emenis^' Th^ ei^edattoQi 
on the part of the Emperor, whatever theii 
foundation might be, would have given 
the Vizier little concbm ; but advices 
were at' this nme received that die Mahrat* 
tas had fettled their political dilputes (all 
their internal commotions having fubfided 
in confequence of the expulfion of Rago> 
net Row) and were again ready to cariy 
their arms to the northward. This left 
liifficient room to forefee that the Em- 
peror might renew his connexions with 
them ; and as Suja-al-Dowlah, whether 
the alledged compaX had ever been really 
executed or not, was now determined 
againft acceding to his demands, it was tO 
be apprehended that he would make ufe of 
the Mahrattas to enforce them ; and the 
Vizier was aware that if he delayed pro- 
ceeding againft the remaining part of the 
Rohilla forces until the dry weather, M 
the Ganges, on the falling of the waters, 
became fordable in many parts below the 
poft then occupied by the Afgans, he muft. 
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by advancingt have left theie paiiages cchi« 
fiderably in his rear, which woold hafve 
given his enemies opportunities to make in- 
cnrfions, and lay wafte his dominions du- 
ring his abfence on fo remote a fcrvice.-- 
Tliefe confiderations made the Vizier ex- 
ceedingly anxious to bring the fubjugation 
of Rohilcund toa fpeedy and decifive iffue. 
—Accordingly, at his repeated folicltatiou 
and intreaty, the army again took the field, 
evacuating their cantonments at Biffooleeon 
the 30th day of July, about the middle of 
the rainy fcaibn. 

There were, on tlie route to Lolldong, 
many polls, the defence of which by the 
Rohillas, might have greatly retarded the 
progrefs of tiie allied troops at fuch a fca- 
fon ; but they were fo much dilpirited by 
the total defeat they had fuflalned in the 
field, and firch diflraclions prevailed in 
their councils after that event, that none of 
them had attempted to occupy any of thefe 
£ivourablo iituations, but, abandoning the 
plait! country altogether, had retired to 

their 
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their intrcDchments ta the bilk; the mnff 
therefore, proceeded entirelyunmokfied, and 
took poflefHon of the town of Nijeebab&d» 
and the fort of Pattergurr, (iituated about 
twenty miks from Lolldong) without re- 
fiflance. — The army encamped for fotn* 
day^in the neighbourhood of this place ; 
and a negotiation was here opened between 
the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan, but without 
any elFeft ; the Rohilla chief demanding 
fuch terms of capitulation as were regarded 
by the Vizier to be very extravagant and 
inadmiflBble, confidering the fiate to which 
he was reduced. — On the 28th of Augufl 
the allied army made a forward movement 
to Mohunpore, a village near Byceghaut 
on the Ganges, which brought them with- 
in lefs than fifteen miles from the enemy ; 
and from hence was formed a chain of 
pofls, fo diflrlbutcd as totally to intercept 
any fuppiies of provifions from being car- 
ried into the Rohilla iatrenchments. This 
meafure decided the fate which had been 
ib long impending, and was now about to 
overthrow the laR remains of the Rohilla 

power. 
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power. The fuppltes which the Afgaots 
drew from the hills in their rear were far 
Irom being fufiicient for their fupport, as 
their number amounted to upwards of 
forty thoufand ; and to add to their diftrefs. 
a peftilential diforder (owing to the want 
of room and the unhealthinefs of ^eir 
fitoation) broke out among them* and 
carried off many every day. But, not- 
withdanding the diflrefs in which th^ 
were involved, Fyzoola Khan ftill conti- 
nued to hold out with determined hrmnefs 
and refolution (fuch as could have been lit- 
tle expeded from the general tenor of his 
charader) hoping, by his perfeverance, fo 
far to delay the ifl'ue of the waf, that fome 
favour;d)le circumflances might fall out in 
the interim, which would conftrain the Vi- 
zier tocome to an accommodation upon terms 
more honourable than thofe of abfolute and 
unconditional fubmifiion. Near a month was 
fpent in treating on a variety of proportions 
advanced by the Rohilla Vakeels as the ba- 
ils of a treaty of adjuftment. The general 
fcope of thefe was, that Fyzoola Khan 

fhould 
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ifaoald pay the Vizier a large fum in bnd^ 
and rent of him either the whoU or a faft 
of Rohilcund, at a proportionable rate, 
taking upon himfelf the difburfement of 
all expences. The Vizier, however, con- 
ceived that thefe oilers were by no means 
adeipiate to the magnitude of the objed ; 
and, moreover, n^ny reafons of found po- 
licy occurred to prevent his fuflering the 
Afgans to re-eilabliih themfelves unth any 
coniiderable degree of ftrength in that 
country, a circumilance which would, in 
fa€t, have been utterly fubverfive of one df 
the leading principles upon which the war 
had been undertaken.— Yet, as he was ex- 
tremely defirous to come to a fpeedy con- 
cluiion, he propoied to grant to Fyzoola 
Khan a jagheer of fifteen lacks a year in the 
Doab, on condition of his delivering up one 
half of his treafure and cfFedts.— This oiler 
was certainly very equitable, and would 
have fecured the Rohilla chief in much 
more than he had ever before pofilefled 
he was advifed, however, by the Buxy and 
theKhanfaman, to rejeft this advantageous 

propoial. 
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pvopofai ; upon which it was judged neceC^ 
iary to take fuch meafuree as would reduce 
him to a more Tpeedy determi ' ; and 

accordingly, the main body of the Vizier's 
and Englilh troops advanced from Mohun- 
p6re, and penetrating through the woods, 
took poll at the foot of the Cummbw hills, 
within two miles of the Afgan intrench* 
ments, throwing up fome redoubts and 
other works, (in fight of the advanced poft 
of the Rohillas) , filch as indicated an inten- 
tion of afiaulting them in their lines. Still, 
however, the Rohillas continued to hold 
out with an obfiinacy that feemed to increafe 
in proportion to the mifery which over- 
whelmed them.— The Buxy and Khanfa- 
man, and fome other chiefs, who were par- 
ticularly apprehenfive of having offended 
the Vizier by the duplicity of their con- 
duct, were refolved, at all hazards, not to 
yield, except on fuch terms as might fe- 
curc them againfi: the effefts of his refent- 
snent ; whilfi he, on the other hand, irri- 
tated at what he interpreted into a contu- 
macious reje(fl.ion of his proffered grace, 

now 
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now determined to compel them to furren- 
der themfelves and their effe^s to his foie 
uncontrollable dirpolal. 

But, whatever obftru£lions the appre- 
hensions or animohties of the belligerent 
parties might throw in the way of an ami- 
cable adjuftment, things were now coming 

to a crifis The Rohillas were reduced to 

the utmoft diftrefs ; fo that they could not 
poflibly hold out many days longer; and 
rauft either have run the defperate chance 
of throwing themfelves upon the Vizier’s 
mercy, or endeavoured to make their efcape 
over the hills by the pafles and deBles 
which lead into the territories of Sirtia^ 
gur and Kummdoon. The Vizier was not 
without apprehenfions of their making 
fuch an attempt, which, however deftruo 
tlve it might be to them, w'ould at any rate 
deprive him of his expelled fpoil ; and, in 
order to prevent it, he entertained fome 
idea of forming their intrenchments, a 
meafure, which in the prefent weak ftatc 
of the Afgans, mull have been attended 

with 
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■with immediate fuccefs. Happily, the 
prudence of Fyzoola Khan^ and the reli> 
ance he placed upon the mediating protec* 
tiou of the Englith, led him, at length, to 
preclude the neceflity of fuch a fanguinary 
ftejp. No more than four days provifions 
now remained in his camp ; even the 
horfes and camels had* been all confumed ; 
—•the nature of the country in his rear, in- 
terfered by deep ravines, and covered with 
impenetrable forefts, rendered a retreat 
impradlicable, or, at leaft, likely to be at- 
tended with circumllances more fatally dc- 
ftruftive than even the fword of the ene- 
my ; and he conceived that he had ftill a 
refource in the friendly interpofition of the 
Britilh commander in chief.— He therefore 
lent a meflage to Colonel Champion, tefti- 
fying his defire to come to him, in order 
that he might perfonally, through hi* 
means, efier an honourable accommoda- 
tion with the Vizier. — Upon the receipt of 
this me^ge, two Englilh officers were de- 
puted to condur the Rohilla chief into the 
Britifficamp, whither he accompanied them 

cm 
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on the fecdnd day of Oftob^r ; and, on the 
feventh o^ the fame month, the treaties of 
peace were agreed upon and finally con- 
cluded *. 

By this agreement, Fyzoola Khan had 
guarranteed to him the pollefiion of the 
di/lri£ts of Rampbre and its dependencies, 
yielding an annual revenue of more than 
fourteen lacks of rupees. — In this was in- 
cluded the tra£l of territory which had 
formerly been allotted to him, in confor- 
mity to the will of his father Alice Ma- 
hummed, in the firfl; general partition 
made by the guardians. Such of the A{~ 
gans, found in arms, as were not immedi- 
ately attached to Fyzoola Khan, (amount- 
ing to about twenty thoufand) together 
with a very few of their moft obnoxious 
leaders, were, by particular Ilipulation, 
ordered to the weftward of the Ganges ; 
and marching out of their lines, crofied 
thiit river under the condu£b of Ahmed 


Append. No. III. and IV. 

T 


Khan 



r 268 H I S"T O R Y OF TH B 

ihan Boxy, atid other chiefs. Thefe were 
tfifc only inhabitants of Rohilcund who 
Vere expelled from the country in confe- 
qucnce of the war : — the other Rohillas 
were permitted forthwith to quit their 
lines and to retire unmolefled to their re- 
fpe£tive places of abq^. Although no 
Hipulation was exprefled in the treaty for 
the delivery of any part of the Rohilla 
property, yet^^ in confcquence of a verbal 
agreement, and in confideration of the fa- 
vourable terms which were granted him, 
Fyzoola Khan paid to the Vizier one half 
of the treafure in his hands at the period 
of his furrender, amounting to about fif- 
teen lacks ctf rupees *. 

Fyzoola 


* The number of Rohillas baniflied to the weftward 
of the Ganges by the treaty of Lolldong, amounted 
(according to the moil authentick accounts) to feven. 
teen or eighteen thoufand men, (with their families) 
none being included in the fpirit of the treaty, except- 
ing fuch at were afiuallj found in arms. The Hindoo in- 
habitants, confiding of about /even hundred thoufand, 
were no otberwife adinded by it than experiencing a 

change 
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Fyzoola Khan, a( his lail interview with 
the Vizier, requeued pemniilion to carry his 
brother Mahummed-Y^r Khan with him 
to Rampore, which was immediately 
granted ; the Vizier at the fame time pro* 
miiing, as foon as the new arrangements in 
Kuttaher (hould be properly adjuRed, to 
fettle on him a Jeyedad for his future fup- 
port. This bufinefs being finifhed, the 
Rohilla chief retired within a few days after 
to Rampore (the capital of the diRrifts fe« 


€bang€ ef majlcri^ to which, in the courfeof the preced- 
ing revolutions, they hsid been frequently accuAomed. 

Having now brought the celebrated Rohilla war to 
a clofe, it may not be unamuiing to offer to the peru- 
fal of the reader a fummary of it, as delivered in another 
place, — ** The whole nation^ with inconfiderahlc ex- 
“ ceptions, was flaughtered or baniffiecL — ^The coon* 
try was laid wafle with fire and fword ; and that 
land, diftinguifhed above inoft others by the cheetr^ 
“ /J face of paternal government and proteHed labour, 
the chofen feat of cultivation and plenty, is now 
throughout a dreary deferU covered with ruflies and 
** briars, and jungles full of wild beafts I ! j •. 

^ Parliamentary Rcgifler, 1781, Ncn LXXXVI. 
page $19. 

T 2 cured 
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cured to him by the treaty) defigiiing to 
i^ake it the place of his future relidence.— 
He carried with him five thbufand Rohilla 
foldiers, whom he was allowed by the 
treaty to retain in his fervice. The Eng- 
lifh troops commenced their march down 
the country at the fame time ; but, at the 
requeft of the Vizier, they halted for fomc 
weeks at Ramghaut, in order to be a check 
upon the neighbouring powers, in cafe of . 
their making any attempts upon thefe pro- 
vinces before they fhould be reftored to 
permanent tranquillity. 

A chief part of the Vizier’s troops were 
difperfed over the different diftriits of Ro- 
hilcund to fccure the new conquefts ; whilft 
two of his generals, Himmet Behitdur and 
Amrao Gheer, were detached over the Gan- 
ges to Ferrochabid, where the weak and 
unhappy reprefentative of the Bungifh fa- 
mily, who had already given up his inde- 
pendence, agreed to pay an annual tribute 
to Suja-al-Dowlah and his fuccefibrs, and 
not to keep any force of his own, but to 

truft 
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truft the proteAion of his territory, and the 
coUeftion of his revenues to the troops and 
Aumils of the Nabob of Owde, 

Suja-al-Dowlah accompanied die army 
on their return as far as Bifeghaut, from 
whence he proceeded to BifToolee, and 
from thence to Fyzabad, where he died 
fhortly after, in confequence of a diforder 
with which he had been long affliAed; 
and was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Mirza 
AmiLnee, under the title of yi/uph-al-Dow- 
lah. 

This event, which only twelve months 
before might have excited the mofl violent 
commotions, was not now attended with* 
the fmallell ob{lru£tion or diforder. Sujt- 
aUDowlah, confcious of his approaching 
end, had made a difpolition of his forces, as 
well for the fecurity of his old dominions, 
as for that of his late acquilitions ; and had 
taken every neceffary precaution for the 
prefervation of the publick tranquillity, 
with that good judgement and fpund po- 

T 3 licy 
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licy which marked his charaftec. But no« 
thing* perhaps, more effeftually contribut- 
ed to theie ends than the fubjugation of 
Rohilcund. Had not that expedition taken 
^ace, Hafiz Ralimut and the other Afgan 
chiefs, who were eager to felze on all oppor- 
tunities for their aggrandizement, would not 
have failed to blow into a flame that'fpirit 
of tuniult and fedition which, in eaftern 
governments, conftantly attends the fuc- 
ceflion of ah inexperienced young man, in 
hopes of gaining fomething amidft the ge- 
neral confufion.— — In Suja-al-DowlaH’s 
court exifted a number of parties of oppo- 
hte interefls and inclinations; one faction 
in particular was fufpefted to be devoted to 
his fecond fon, whom the Rohilla leaders, 
either for percuniary reward, or theceflRon 
'of h fniall portion of territory, would have 
ireadily agreed to aflift in the deflruffion of 
his elder brother ; and the undifiurbed fa- 
cility' with which Afiiph-al-Dowlah at- 
tained his ‘ inheritance may be regarded as 
the fi'rfl good effed of the fubjugation of 
the Afgan power. 


Fyzoola 
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Fyzoola Khan, on his arrival at Ram* 
pore, fettled upon his brother Mahummed 
Ykr an annuity of fifty thoufand rupees ; 
but the latter did not long enjoy the fruits 
of his brother’s generofity, as he had been 
for fome time paft afflidled with the Rone, 
of which difordcr he died in December, 

* 774 - 

Fyzoola Khan, now the only remaining 
foil of Alice Mahummed, was certainly a 
confiderable gainer by the terms of the 
peace with Suja-al-Dowlah ; as he thereby 
fecured to himfelf the actual polieflion of 
as much territory as he could ever have 
held under the Rohilla government ac- 
cording to his father’s will, and more than 
double in value and extent, of what he had 
been fuffered to enjoy under the adminiRra- 
tion of his guardians : nor can he be in 
the leaR apprehenRve that his rights, ex- 
preiTed in the treaty, Riould be liable to 
infringement at any future period, whilR 
he continues to condufl himfelf with pro- 
priety, as the whole was, in tjic moR fb- 
T 4 lemn 
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lemn manner, rati6ed i;i the name of the 
Eaft'India Company, by the Britifli com- 
mander in chief*. The countries ceded 
to Fyzoola Khan by the late convention in- 
clude the diftridts of Ha^rit-Naggur, Mo- 
radab^d, Shawbad and Rampore, the moft 
fertile trad in Rohilcund, being an extent 
of not lefs than feventy miles in length 
and thirty in breadth, the annual value of 
which has been already mentioned. For 
the protedlion of this territory he is per- 
mitted to keep up fuch a force as (with the 
occafional afliftance of the Englifli) will af- 
fordhim an ample defence againft Invafion ; 
and the tranquil mode of life he has 
adopted will prevent him from being hafti- 
ly engaged in any difputes with his neigh- 
bours. He with a laudable and unprece- 
dented gcnerofity fettled annuities upon 


* The reader will be pleafed to carry in his mind 

that this account was wrote above ten years ago. 

Since that period, F'yzoola Khan, doubtful of the va- 
lidity of the firA guarrantee, has procured a new one, 
under tlie dire£t authority of the Bengal government. 




ROHILLA AFOAK». 275 

the fatnilies of fuch chiefs as had been kilo* 
jcd or died In the courie of the preceding 
ierTice ; and provided in a iimilar manner 
for all his principal adherents. He allb 
warmly interefted himlelf in behalf of the 
families of HaHz Rahmut and Poondee 
Khan, (who were confined at Allehabid *) 
and at length, ailifted by the importuni- 
ties of Sydoola Khan’s Begum, with the 
Nabob, and the mediation of Mr. Briftow, 
the Britifh refident in Oude, procured their 
releafe, together with that of all the other 
Rohilla prifoners, on paying a fmall ran- 
fom. 

The family of HaHz Rahmut, on their 
releafe, proceeded to Lucknow, where 
they took up their refidence under the pro- 
tedion of the Begum, who had interefled 
herfelf in obtaining their freedom ; and 
the houfe of Sefdar Jung (the Vizier’s un- 
cle) ‘was, at her inftance, given up for 
their accommodation. 


* Seepage 852. 


Mahboola 
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Mahboola, and the other delceodants of 
Doondee Khan, remained fome time at 
Lucknow, and were afterwards permitted 
lb proceed to Kutt^her, where they now 
live. * 

Z^bita Khan, who is poffeffed of an ac- 
tive and enterprizing genius, although he 
loft that portion of his country which lay 
to the eaftward of the Ganges, (which fell 
to Suja-al'Dowi::'! with the reft of Rohil- 
cund) yet liii*l retains his claim to the 
pofTeliious of his father between that river 
and the Jumna. He made up a coniidera- 
ble body of troops out of that part of the 
Rohilla army which had beenotdered acrofs 
the Ganges agreeably to the convention of 
Lolldbng ; and with thefe, fome 5/cJ, and 
other adventurers, he has for fome yearspaft 
made himfelf of confiderable confequeuce 
in that quarter.— He has at different times 
endeavoured to make little predatory expe- 


* H«re the Rohilla narrator finifhes his Aory. 

ditions 
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ditions into Rohilcund at the feafon when 
the Ganges is fordable in thofe parts ; but 
his force is not fufficiently powerful either 
in number or quality to render him any 
way formidable to his fouthern neigh- 
bours * 

Of the other chiefs it is needlefs to fay 
any thing particularly. — ^Totally deprived 
of that felf-creatcd confequence which 
they had for a few years aflumed, they have 
funk back into their original infignificance. 
—Many of them have left the country, 
to feek employment and plunder in other 
parts ; and the few who remain poilefs 
neither the means nor, perhaps, the incli- 


* Since this account was written, Zabita Khan, in 
confequence of the death of NudjuflFKhan, acquired a 
confiderable lead in afiairs at Delhi, which he would 
Hill have retained, bad not the Mahrattas again inter* 
fered in that quarter.— —He died very lately, and bu 
been fucceeded by his fon Goolam KIdir Khan, under 
the title of Nijeeb al*Dowlah*Holhe-Yar Jung. 

nation, 
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nation, to awaken the jealoufy of govern- 
ment by exciting difturbances. 

The country of Rohilcund, after having, 
for fome years paft, exhibited nothing but 
a icene of repeated devaftation, was at 
length reftored to permanent tranquillity. 
The Hindoo farmers, who had been ufed, 
on every return of the dry feafon, to fee 
their dwellings deftroyed and their lands 
laid wafte by bands of foreign depreda- 
tors, againft whom their factious and tur- 
bulent mafters had not the power to defend 
them, have liuee enjoyed their poflTeffions 
in fecurity and repofe ; as, except the tri- 
fling and momentary incurfions of Z&bita 
Khan and the Sics above remarked, thefe 
provinces have been preferved in the moft 
perfect peace during the laft twelve years : 
a happinefs which it may be with truth af- 
firmed they had not for half a century be- 
fore experienced. 

Evident marks of the turbulence of for- 
mer times are ftill to be foen thefe, how- 
ever. 
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tvetf appeared in the towns and cities of 
Kuttdhery l6ng before the revolution which 
gave that country to our ally ; nor can this 
be deemed furprizlng, if we confider the 
Aate of this territory, continually fubjec* 
ted, as it was, either to the diflra^on of 
intefline broils, or the devallation of fo- 
reign invafion. — The exertions of Allee 
Mahummed, the ftruggles of the Fowje- 
dars, and the efforts of Sefdar Jung in. 
fupport of the Imperial authority, (which 
reduced the Rohillas exprefsly to the fame 
ftate in which they flood at the period of 
the Lolldong convention) together with 
the incurfions of the Mahrattas in later 
times, all contributed to produce this ef- 
fect. Some part of this apparent decay, 
indeed, mud be attributed to the fudden and 
total overthrow of two opulent and power- 
ful families *, the circulation of whofe wealth 

gave 


* lliofe of Hsfiz Rabmut and Doondte JEKon.— >The 
reader will readily perceive that theie obienrations are 
of a date confidcrably later than the preceding part of 

the 
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gave to the cities they inhabited, and 
whole oftentatious magnificence appeared 
in the ereAion of BatbSf mofques and pa- 
laces, which are now falling to ruin.- 

With relpefl to the bulk of the inhabi- 
tants, it is probable they have been but 
little elKsdled by the various revolutions 
theircountry hasexperienced.— Thecaufeof 
this has been alreadyin part explained;*^ nei- 
ther Ihould we be toohafty in forming difad- 
vantageous comparative conclufions, from a 
Tefle<Clion on the evils which may appear to 
attend their prefent Hate, — evils which are 
to be attributed to a defeiHiivc adminiftra- 
tioni capable of corredtion and amend- 
ment, and not to any confcquenceswfcf^- 
rily refulting from the lad: of thefe revolu- 
tions — and, in fadf, if this territory has 
been negligently or opprcflively governed 


the work, which, however, it would he highly impro- 
per to bring to a clofe without a few curfory remarks, 
not l>nly on the but alfo, on the prefent 

more nmu effeQs, of thp tranfaftions here reco|'4e4» 
^ If! the Ihtrbdu^cry flew* 

dace 
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iince its redu£):ion, (as it tnoft certainly 
has been at times, and in Various degrees) 
it is not probable that it was much better 
governed, whilil under the uncertain rule 
of many contending mafters, with that 
rule often ihifting from, one to another 
and if we add to this the circumftancc of 
the country being, during its firft admini- 
Aration, involved in a liate of alnaofl; per- 
petual hoftility, we cannot fuppofe that a 
revolution which put a period to thefe ca- 
lamitous difturbances can have dedufied 
from the felicity of the inhabitants ! ■ " - 
Strong ideas, indeed, have been conceived 
(and propagated with the moft hyperboli- 
cal exaggeration) of the fuperior happi- 
nefs of the natives of Kuttdher under their 
former Lords, from parallels drawn between 
the prefent ftate of the other parts of this 
country, and that of the particular portion 
of it under the immediate adminiftration 
of Fyzoola Khan. But before we pro- 

ceed to form a determinate judgement upon 
grounds which are certainly calculated to 
miflead the fuperficial obferver, it may ifc 

proper 
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•proper to enter into a more difcriminating 
inyeiUgation of the particular contingeii* 
cies ill which this difiereuce originates. 

Not to remark the very fuperior Hate of 
cultivation and population which prevails 
in the principality of Rampore would be 
an injuftice to its proprietor: — it muft, 
however, be at the fame time acknow- 
ledged, that as much of this fuperiority Is 
owing to a happy concurrence of favoura- 
ble circumftances, as to any perfonal exer- 
tion on the part of its ruler ; and is fuch, 
in fa£t, as no exertion whatever could have 
efFe<^ed independent of them. 

The diftri£t of Rampore, it is true, 
owes its a£lual profperity to the induftry 
and ability of P'yzoola Khan ; — not, in- 
deed, to thefe qualities, wholly, as the 
meanSt but to them wholly, in the applica- 
tion of the advantages which he derived 

from adventitious caufes. Firft, his fi- 

tuation ; — his territory being defended on 
one fide by the Ganges, as well as the inter- 
jacent 
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jacent country of Robi|cui)d (as the above 
river Is abou|^ thirty-five cdUes didant from 
bis weAern frontier)— and the weaknefs of 
his neighbours lying beyond it on the 
other fide and behind, by woods and mouri* 
tains ; — and on the fouth, by the protec- 
tion of the Britifh, virtually fairing him 
from the certain deftrufbion which muft 
have been his lot, had not the prefumption 
more than the exertion of this fafeguard 
prevented any attempts to effeft it; — ' — 
Secondly, — the natural advantages which 
a fmall dominion enjoys over a 
(exclufive of the peculiar compailnefs 
and defenfibility oi pis) in admitting the 
fuperintendency of its firft magiftrate, 
without any delegation of official autho- 
rity, as well in xht general management as in 
the complete controul of its detail, both of 
government, revenue, and expence*— — 
Thirdly, — in a multitude of little flreams 
which fall from the furrounding moun- 
tains, and fill with every diflbiutioh of the 
fnows above, yielding, with the aid of ar- 
U tibcial 
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tlficiadl da:tn8, a conftant and unfailing flip* 
ply of moiftfre to the neighbouring 
grounds, in feafons of univerfal drought, 
as in the years 1781, 2, and 3, when all 
the upper regions of Hindoftan were burnt 
Up by the failure of three fucceffive rainy 
feafons ; and the cultivation of Rampore 
was maintained equal to that which it pof- 
fcifed with the natural influence of the 

climate And— laftly, — in the fuperior 

population, atid confequent cultivation and 
wealth it derived from the acceflion of fub- 
je^ls, within the three before- mentioned 
years, from the circumjacent country, 
(which was not fo happily circumftanced 
in the above eflential points) as it is natural 
for men to fly from famine^ and its inevi- 
table confequence, opprejjion^ to a mild and 
equal government, and abundance and, 
in the fame proportion as the territory of 
Fyzoola Khap gained by this circumllance, 
that of the Vizier lofi in fopulatiotit and 
coniequently in cultivation and revenue* 


Many circumflances have heretofore 

concurred 
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ration of the mixr^cn^ qi 
government in the corre^on' and amend* 
ment of thofe particular grieyaiine^ 
which the inbabipanta of thefc diftrifla Ifr 
hour.— -The accumulated of aj^ 

uuiverfal war ; the immediate a|id urgent 
wants of a jgoyernment Uruggliag under 
immiueat dangers and almoft iniuperahliC 
dUhculties >aud above all, the perpetual 
ftruggles of parties^ either in India or in 
England, in their effedls weakening its in- 
flueiKc, circumferibing its authority, and 
embarraffing all its tneafures, have hither- 
to united to render abortive any ^eflbrts 
which might have been made for this pur- 

pofe. That means might be adopted, 

in its prefeut ilate of uninterrupted tran^ 
quilllty, to refoim the abufes which have 
heretofoce preveirted the iuhabitants of 
Kuttdber irota enjoying the fuUeft advan- 
tages of a fituation happier, in ibme icr 
fpe^s, than it perhaps ever was in 
cannot be doubted ; nor is thcre any reaiba 
to dd^r, in the pre&nt ilate of the ^ri- 
U 2 tifla 
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ti(h ;govermrat in India, of theie means 
being fpeedily and effeduaiiy exerted. 

Thus havfc we traced the progrefs of 
thefe Afgans in the northern provinces, 
from their firft rife under the gallantry and 
goodcon^^of AlleeMahummed, through 
a variety of fortune, to the final diilblu- 
tion of their power in Rohilcund by the 
transfer of the dominion of that diflrid to 
Suja-al-lDowlah and his fucceflbrs. 

Various and fevere are the ftri£tures 
which have been palled upon the latter 
part of thofe tranfaftions, and the preju- 
dice of ignorance and violence of party, 
aided by the ftrong aflertions of popular 
declamation, have united to make it the 
fubjeft of general odium ; but by a refer- 
ence to the fa^s recited in the foregoing 
narrative, a more accurate and, i is to be 
prefumed, a fairer judgement may be 
formed of it. 


But, to enter fully into all the reflections 

which 
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which occur upon this fubjcft would carry 
the compiler far beyond his original inten- 
tion, which was only to give an imparuei 
and, as far as lay in his power, an accuratt 
relation of fafts ; and if the perufal of theie 
(hall tend to eradicate a Angle prejudice, or 
remove a Angle error, with relpedl to the 
judgement which has hitherto been t(.)0 
generally paffed upon the latter part of 
thofe tranfadlions. In which the honour 
and intereft of Great Britain are A> materi- 
ally and intimately concerned, and tlie dc- 
ciAon upon which involves every thing that 
can be dear to the feelings and the charac- 
ters of the adlors in it, he (hall think him- 
lelf fully rccompenfcd for the trouble he 
has taken. 
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( N". 1. ) 

TRANSLATION of a Treaty entered imo 
between the Vizier of the Empire Suja-al« 
Dowlah^ and the Rohilla Sirdars, recipro- 
cally interchanged. 

-Agreement — F irft, fnenJlhip U eUabllflied 
<< between us ; and Hafiz Rahmut and all the other 
« Rohillas, great and final], have agreed and detcr- 
« mined with the Vizier of the Empire, Suja-al-Dow- 
lah, that we adheretothe fubftance of this writing, 
and never deviate from this agreemeiTt ; that we 
** efieem his friends as our friends, and his enemies as 
** our enemies ; and that we and our heirs, during our 
lives, lhall adhere firmly to this our oath and 
agreement; that we ihali be united and joined to* 
U 4 •• gethcr 
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** gether for the protedlion of the country of the Vi 
zier of the Empire, and of our own country; and 
“ if epemy fwbich God forbid !) fliould make an 
** attempt againft us and the Vizier, we the Rohilia 
« Sirdars and the Vizter of the Empire ihall ufe 
“ our joint endeavours to oppofe him. We, all the 
** Rdhiila &ird^s, ihalf alfo^ join *alnd unite id any 
“ meafure that may be determined by the Vizier of 
the Empire for' the benefit bf-the Nabob Mahuml 
** med Zabita Khan.- We, both parties, fwcar by 
“ the Almighty, his Vrophbt, 'aAd the facred Koran, 
“ that we will firmly adhere to this folemn agree- 
“ roent, nor ever deviate from this our treaty. 

“ This Treaty, confirmed by oath, and fealed in 
“ the prefertceof Genbial Sir Robert Barker, written 
“ on the nth of the month Ribbee-al-Sanee, in the 
" iiSfith yeaf of the Higera, and in the year of 
“ Chrift 1772.” 


N®. If. 
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( N®. II. ) 

TI ANSLATION of a Treaty entered into 
by Hafiz Rahmut Khan (on the part of the 
Rohilla Sirdars) with the Nabob Suja-al- 
Dowlah, Vizier of the Empire. 


“THE Vizier of the Empire, Suja-al-Dowbih, 
“ ihall eftablifli the Rohiilas in their different poflef- 
“ Cons, obliging the Mahrattas to retire, either by 
“ peace or war this to depend on the pleafure of the 
Vizier. 

** If at any time, without cither peace or war, the 
Mahrattas, on account of the rains, fhall crofs [the 
Ganges] and retire, and after the rainy feafon they 
** ihould again enter the country of theRohilJas, their 
expulfion is the bufinefs of the Vizier. 

The Rohilla Sirdars, in confcquence of the above, 
« do agree to pay to the Vizier Suja-al-Dowlah 
** /ac^j of rupcesy in the following manner. 

** Mahrattas are now in the country of the 

^ Rohilla Sirdars, the Vizier of the Empire /hall ad- 
** vance from Shawbad as far ,as may be neceflary to 

w enable 
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« Mable the families of the Rohillas to leave the 
<1 j nyi glgg suid return to their hahitations^^^Ten lacks 
« of rupees in fpecie, in part of the above fujn, lhall 
“ then be paid; and the remaining thirty lacks in 
•* three years from the beginning of the year 1180 
*< FuffiUee* 

** This agreement fealed in the prefence of General 
« Sir Robert Barker," &c. &c. 


NMH. 
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( N». W. ) 

TRANSLATION of a Treaty under the feaJ 
of the Nabob Suja-al-Dowlah, Vizier-al-Mu 
m^eck-Behidur, and Colonel Alejcander 
Champion, commander in chief of the Com* 
pany’s forces on the expedition againft Rohil- 
cundj executed in camp near Lolldong on 
the 12th of the month Rujib, in the ii88tb 
year' of the Higtra (the 7th of Ofiober^ 
■’I774.- 


PEACE being concluded between us and the 
“ Nabob Fyzoola Khan Behadur, I have agreed to 
** give him the country of Rampore and its depen- 
dencies, producing together the yearly fum of 
fourteen lacks and feventy-live tliouland rupees; 
and I have furthermore ilipulated that Fyzopla 
Khan may retain in his lervice an armed force con- 
■** filling of five thoufand men, and not a fingle 
** more. I therefore give this written engagementu 
■** that I win, at all times, and upon all occafionSf 
** fupport the honour and charadler of the faid Fy- 
" zoola Khan, and will promote his iptereft and ad> 

vafitae* 
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« vanta^ to the utmoft of my powerr-upon the 

« fcUoWtng conditions. That Fyzoola Khan lhall not 

« eater into connedion with any perfon but myfelf ; 
u and that he (hall hoid noconefpondencc with any 
« except myfelf and the Englilh chiefs ; that he fhaU 
« confider my friends as his friends, and my enemwt 
«a$ his enemies: and that, with whomfoever I 
« fliall make war, Fyzoola Khan fhall fend two or 
« three thoufand men, according to his ability, to join 
« my forces ; and, if 1 march in perfon he lhall him- 
« felf accompany me with his troops , and if, onac- 
« count of the fmallnefs of the nnmber of the forces 
«« he is to retain in his fervice he be not able to accom- 
« pany me, Twill then appoint him three or four 
« thoufand more troops, that he may accompany me 
« with a good army ;-and I will be at the expence of 
** fupporting them. 

«* Upon the performance of thefe conditions, I 
« have agreed to give the faid countries, at the afore- 
“ mentioned revenue, to Fyzoola fchan, and to pro- 
« mote his intereft and advantage to the utmoft of my 

power. 

« If Fyxoola Khan fulfils the articles of this 
•* treaty, and fteadily adheres thereto, 1 will not 
« (God willing) neglea whatever may be to his ad- 
« vantage. He lhall fend the remainder of the Ro- 
« h d'as to the other fide of the Ganges. 


«■ I nave 
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«* I have fwom o]^ the holy Koran* calUiig God 
*« and his Prophet to witnefs to the performance of 
" thefe articles” 

** Executed in the prefence of Colonel Ale 
** Champion* as afoiefaid*" itc. die. &c« 
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TkANSLAXIQN of a T«?atjr the fcal 
of Fyzoola Khan Beh&durand Colonel Alex- 
ander Champion^ executed at the camp near 
Lolld6ng on the x 2th of the month Rujib; 
in the ii88th year of the Higera (the 7th of 
Oftober^ 1774)* 


PEACE being concluded between the Vizier-al- 
Mumaleck and me, and the Nabob Vizier having 
been gracioufly pleafed to beftow on me a country, 
I have fworn upon the holy Koran, calling God 
and his Prophet to witnefs to what I engage, that 
I will always whilH I live continue in fubmiflion 
and obedience to the Nabob Vizier ; that I will re- 
** tain in my fcrvicc five thoufand men, ftipulated by 
^ the Nabob Vizier, and not a fingle man moie ; that 
with whomfoever the Nabob'Vizier fliall engage in 
hoililities, I will affift him ; and, that if the Nabob 
** Vizier /hall fend an array againftany enemy, I will 
perfonally attend him with my forces where he 
** goes himfeif upon fuch fervice ; — or 1 fhall otlier- 
^ wife fend two or three thoufand of my troops to 
join them that I will have no connedlion with 
any perfoh but the Nabob Vizier, aiid will hold no 
^ cotrelpondonce with any one, the Englifh chiefs 

excepted;— 
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« excepted ^that whatever the Nabob diredt I will 
« ocecute, and that I will, in all placet, and at all 
<* whether in profperity or adverfity, oontiMlb 
** hisaflbeiate. 

** I have fwom on the holy Koran, calling God 
** and hit Prophet to witnels, to the performance of 
*< thefe aiticlet. 

« May God and hit Prophet punilh me if I adt 
« contrary to them, or negleft to fulfil the whole of 
« thefe conditions." 

" Executed in the prefence of Colonel Qiampion ai 
" afoFeiii4* &c. 2cc. &c. 


Mir 







( N®. V. ) 

NFSLATION of a Firman under the feal 
of J^abob Suja-al-Dowl|h, Vizier-al^Mumi^ 
leck-Beb&dur. 


Vizier al Mum^e^k 
Suja-al-Dowlah 
Behadur. 




« TO the Chowdries, ColleSors, Canongoes^ 
Tax-gathererSf Farmers, &c. &c. of the Ptirgun- 
naa of Shawbad and Rampore,-^— Know ye ! 
that we have«4;raQted the jaghcers of the under- 
mentioned iiftrifls to the Nabob Fyiiiilii Khan 
BehidiiTf and that the ufual and ii!ied tttenues are 
^ to be into the hands of the proper officers of 
the "WBi Jfyzoola Khan; — obe]^ng him in all 
^ ihiilii^ yiifiu fliall no way fail in your'dnty to him 
•» but ineveary refpe^l fubmitto his oithority. 


Written on the 7th of the month Shaban, in 
the iiSSthyeai of the Higcra” 


Diftrifts, Revenues, and Taxes* 

Hazrlt Naggurr - - - 275, cx)©! 

Balafs Poor ----- i ^0,000 I 
Ahaioon a^i.ooo l, ^ 

^nwb&d - - - - - - 600,000 j 75»ooo Rapetsi 

Mlkradabad » - - - - 1 50,000 1 

Jix*iaiA ------ 75 ,oooJ 

FINIS. 





